Fig. S1. Restriction endonuclease analysis of the DNAs obtained from SfMNPV-WT (SfWT), SfMNPV bacmid (Sfbac) and Sf29null bacmid at each passage (P0, P1, P2, P3, P4 and P5). Volumes of 10 μl of DNA purified from 5x108 OBs were digested with PstI. The positions of fragments representing the bac replicon and PstI-L (Sf29 gene) are indicated.  M represents the molecular DNA marker of 1 kb (Invitrogen).
Fig. S2. Restriction endonuclease analysis with PstI enzyme of the original SfMNPV bacmid (Sfbac) and Sf29null bacmid DNAs obtained from E. coli, and A) SfMNPV bacmid OBs or B) Sf29null bacmid OBs, both at P0 and P3. REN analysis was also performed from individual colonies picked from chloramphenicol plates after transformation of the Sfbac and Sf29null DNAs, shown in A) and B), respectively, obtained from P0 and P3. M represents the molecular DNA marker of 1 kb (Invitrogen). All the colonies presented the bac replicon fragment as they were selected on chloramphenicol plates.
Fig. S3. Detection of SfMNPV ie-0 and polyhedrin gene expression by RT-PCR in Spodoptera frugiperda larvae from the laboratory colony. Viral transcripts were identified using RNA extracted from untreated and apparently healthy insects from a laboratory colony. The same RNA samples were used for detection of both ie-0 and polyhedrin transcripts. Specific primers that amplified for SfMNPV were used. A PCR positive control was included in the analysis. The estimated size of the specific RT-PCR products is indicated. M represents the molecular DNA marker of 1 kb (Invitrogen).
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