Key terms

Grey water footprint indicator (GWF) is an indicator measured as the volume of water required to assimilate the load of pollutants based on natural background concentration and existing ambient water quality standards (Hoekstra et al., 2011).

Water pollution level (WPL) is an indicator that measures the degree of pollution. It is used to determine if there is sufficient water flow to assimilate pollution. It is calculated as the ratio of the total GWF in a water body to the actual runoff. The WPL quantifies the part of the pollution assimilation capacity in a water body that has been used. WPL = 1 indicates the pollution assimilation capacity has been fully utilised. WPL > 1 indicates that the environmental assimilative capacity (i.e. loading) limits have been exceeded resulting in a violation of water quality standards (Hoekstra et al., 2011).

• Nitrate Vulnerable Zones are a conservation designation for areas of land that drain into nitrate polluted waters or waters at risk of pollution and which contribute to nitrate pollution (European Nitrates Directive. 91/676/EEC).
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