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íHFv" ■ ' ' '■ í̂ Â4»íb'̂ '̂43t£>‘1» ■' -1-' '  ̂ ■‘tl«'̂ -Í
|¿.- : , - 4>>^ - - -^ * :^ V .;-  --:.V:,.j¿,:.;. -1
K 7.* *-/tv -> ?,'«*T3*J «

Vjt, f e - ^
4̂ o o ugí^A.1Í3f/



A

L I S T

O F

S U B S C R I B E R S .

A
T J I S  Grâce Frederick, late Lord Archbifliop o f  Catiterburÿ 

Hîs Grâce John, Lord Archbiiliop o f Canterbury 
His Grâce W illiam , Lord Archbifliop of Vork 
Afliburnliani, Earl of 
Andrews, Sir Jofeph, Baronet
Andrews, Rev. M r. Prebendary o f St. Paur$, 8 Cofiti
A llen , Rcv. M r. Reftor o f Little Chart, Kent
Andrew, M r. M e. Cuftom*Houfe
Arrowfmith, M r. Hackney
Arnold, M rs. Paradife-Row’̂ , Lambeth
A llen , M r. John, Burr-ftreet, Ea(l-Smith(ield
A llen , M r. James, Tower-ftreet
Andrews, M r .------ , New-ilreet, Coven t-G  ardwi

B
Lord Bilhop of Briiïol 
Lord Bifiiop o f Bangor 
Bateman, Honorable William 
Backhoufe, Rev. D r. Archdeacon oiF Cafiterbuiy 
Baxter, Rev. M r. A .  M . Brother o f the ColIegiateChurcU 

o f St. Catherine, near tiie Tower 
Breton, R-ev. M r. V icarof Kennington, Kent 
Breedon, Rev. John Symonds, A .  M . Fellow o f St. Toluî’ l  

College, Oxford 
Broomhead, Rev. Jofeph, A .  M . HoxtonFicld& 
B lake^ ohn , Eiq; Fenchurch-ftreet 
Bett, T ilom as,Eltj; Thurnhara, Kent 
Bacon, John Efq;
Brown, Theophilus, Efq; C .C . Oxford
Baley, M r .------, W arwick Caftle
B y, M r .------, jun. Lambeth
Buckmaiter, M r, ditto



Bibbins, M r. William 
.Browning, M r. Robert 
Burford, M r. Thomas 
Bogie, M r. Attorney at Law , Clcrkenwcll 
Burnet, M r. Robert, jun. Vauxhall 
Bricknell, M r. Fenchurch-ftreet 
Bryan, Mrs. Lambeth 
.Butterficld, M r. Wild-ftrect, Soho 
Byworth, M r. Doftoi-s Gommons 
Baker, M r. ditto 
Briftol, M r. Samuel, ditto

C
Earl Cornwallis 
Lady M ary CorñwalHs 
Honorable M rs. Cornwallis 
Honorable Capt., Cornvyajlrs 
Lord Biihop of Chefter 
<îlerk, Licutenant-Generll 
Collins, Rev. M r.
Crochroad, Rev. M r. C .C . Oxford,
Carr, Rev. Dr. Prebendary of St. Paulas 
Cookfon, Rev. Jofeph, Ironmongers-Chapel 
Couilade, John, Efq; Berkeley-Square 
Crufe, M ifs, Bolefworth Caftlc 
Carter, M ifs, Deal, Kent.
Chefterton, M r. Newport-Market 
Clemmons, M r. Blackman-ftreet 
Clark, M r. Chancei-y-lane 
Carter, Mifs, Paradife-Row, Lambeth 
Clinker, M r. Henry, Goodman’s-Field«
Cane, M r. St. Saviour’s Church-yard
C ox, P. Efq; Tooly-ftreet, 6 Copies
Cage, Lewis, Efq; M ilgate, Kent
Cage, Lewis, Efq; jun. Lincoln’s Inn

Calaw ay, M r. Steward o f G u y’s Hofpital
Coük, M r. J. Mafter o f the Academy, Deptford
Coney, M r. Thomas, Pembroke-Hall, Cambridge
Coney, M r. W illiam , Oriel Collège, Oxford
Clarkfon, M r. W illiam , Prerogative-Oifice,Do£lors-Ccram,
Cutler, M r. Ludgate-hill
Clarkfon, M r. William Comerford, Doftors-Commoni
Carter, M r. Kennington, Kent
Comerford, M r. Bond-ftreet
Cameron, M r. Hugh, Cheapfide
Clark, M r, W n i, fiird*in-Hand, ditto
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D
liord Bifhop o f Durham 
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Lord Digby 
Lord Dacre 
Lady Dacre
Honorable Thomas Dawfon
Du Quefne, Rev. M r. Reftor o f Eaft* Tudnam, Norfolk- 
D u Carel, D r. Andrew Coltee, F .R .S . and S .S .A .
D ix, W m . Efq; Secretary to his Gracc the Ajchbiíhúp of- 

Cantcrbuiy 
Denyer, M r. Litile Britaín 
Devins, M r. Wimpole-ftrcet, Cavendiíh-fquare 
Deiane, M r. Newington, Surry 
Dawes, M r. William 
Douglas, M r. Charles 
D ax, M r. John, Carey-ftreer, Lambeth 
Dax, M r. T .  Exchequcr Office, Lincoln’s-In«
Digby, Rcv. M r. Frith-ftrect,
Dowibn, Eíqí W illiam , Canterbury-fquare 
Dickafon, El'q; Thomas, Fencbuich-lUtet 
Deroze, M r. Doflors Common$
Dilliu, M r. dittu

E
Evans, Rev. M r. Reftor o f St. Olave’s, Southw'ark 
Edwards, Peter, Efq;
Earl, M ifs, Eaft Sulton, Kent 
Exam, M iís, No. 9, Bread-ftreet-hill 
Eliília, M r. W ritingM after to St. Olave’s FreeSchool 
Eallon, M r. Crown-ltreet, Weftminfter 
Ellis, M r. Doftors Comraons 

F
Lady Charlotte Finch 
Lady Frankland
Farrington, M r. Canterbury-fquare 
Free, M r. Beckwith Dodweli, A .  M , Lincoln's-Iani 
Fargeas, M r. Jefferies Square 

G
Lord Biíhop o f Gloucefter 
Cüuntefs Dowager of Gower 
Honorable Charles Greville 
Honorable Robert Greville 
G ale, M r. Richard
Gavvler, M r. W illiam, Ferry-ftreet, Lambeth 
Goffe, Mifs, Maidllone
Green, M r. Robert, St, Thomas, Southwark, 2 Co/>Uŝ



Grillet, Don Frederico, Madrid, by M r. T aylor, W inc- 
mcrchant

Green, M r. J. Burr-ftreet, Eaft-Smithficld 
Godwyn, M r. W illiam , Lîme-ftreet 
Glenn, M r. John, Tooley-ftreet 
G ray, M r. Richard, King-ftreet, Tower-hill 
Gates, M rs. Ciiarter-houfe-fquare 
G  rice, M r. William, Walbrook 
Gilbert, M r. J. Rodney-Buildings, Newington-road 
G age, M r. St. M ary-A xe 
Godfrey, M r. S. Alderaianbuiy Poftern 

Í X
Hodges, Lieutenant-Colonel
Harrifon, Henry,Ei'qj Secrerary to the Bifliop of Winclicilcri 

a Cop ies 
Haie, Pagen, Efq;
Hayes, W .E fq ; Blackman-rtrcet 
Hawker, John, Efq; nearStroud 
Halifax, Doftor
Uardy, Rcv. M r. Vicar of Headcorn, Kent 
lloilfon, Rev. M r. Reftor of Sandhurlt, diito 
Hamilton, Rcv. M r. M aiterofthe Academy, Lcman-ftrcct 
Howlette, Rev. M r. Bedworth, W arwick 
Howlette, M r. George, Coventry 
Hav.’kiiis, M r.D ulw ich, Surry 
Hawkins, M r. Nicholas-lane 
Haie Graville, M r. Thomas, St. Albans 
Hippuft, M r. Charles 
Holden, M r. Fenchurch-ftreet, 7 Copies 
Hebdcn, M r. ditio, 6 Copies 
Holborrow, M r. ditto 
Hawkins, M . Doñors-Commons 
Hooper, Dr. lilington 
Haddock, M . John, G uy’s Ilofpital 

I
Jackfon, Kev. M r. C .C . Oxford 
Jcnnings, Rcv. John, A .M . 2 Copies 
James, M ifs, Church-Row, Fenchiirch-ftrect 
James, Thomas, Efq} Cupei’s Bridge 
James, M r. Richaid, Lime-ftreet 
James, M r. Richard, Wapping 
Jones, M r. John, St. Olave's Free School 
Jones, M r. R . P . Great Georçe-(hcet, Míhoxícs 

K
K cttilby, James, Efq; Bridge-Yard 
K ilgour, Rev. M r.



Knipe, Edward Efq;
Kefterman, A .  Efqj C .C . Cambridge 
K in g, M r. Thomas, Bermondfey 

L
Lord Blíhop of Lincoln 
Lord Biíhop o f Litchfield
Lort, Rev. D. Chaplain to the late Archbiíhop o f Canter- 

bury, 2 Copies 
Loyd, Rev. M r. Lambeth Terrace 
Lindo, Efq; Crefcent 
Levy, M r. Samuel, Bury-ftreet 
Lockhead, M r.

M
Earl o f Mornington 
Sir Francis Moïyneux 
Manfield, M ifs, Upper Moorfields 
Matthew, Rev. M r. Vicar o f Tenterden 
Middieton, Rev. M r. Black-friars 
M oer, Rev. M r Leòlurer o f St. Dionis Backchurch 
M ajor, H . Efq; W alcot-Place, 2 Copies 
Murphy, M r. J. B . Attorney at L aw , Great St. Helcns 
M illar, M rs. Miles’s-lane 
Marten, M rs. Lambeth 
M organ, M r. Stratford upon Avon 
M ellough, M r. Nicholas-iane, Lombard-flreet 
M illar, M r. Pennington-ftreet, St.. George’s, Middlcfex 

N
His Grace the Duke o f Northumberland 
Neal, Rev. M r, Cripplegate Buildings 
Newman, M r. Fenchurch-ftreet

O
Owen, Rev. Dr. Henry
Omerod, (Rev. M r.) C . Coll. Cambridge
Orme, Robert, Efq. Cavendiíh-Sqiiare
Ogle, M r. Edward, Fan-Couit, M iles’s-LanC
Ovey, M r. Greenfield-ftreet, White-Cixapel
Orlton, M r. Black-Friars Road
Oldifworth, M r. John

P
Honorable T .  Pitt 
Honorable —  Poole 
Porter, Rev. M r. Lambeth-Palace 
Parry, Rev. Charles
Parfons, Rev. M r. Re£lor o f Snavc, K cnt 
Partridge, Jofeph, Efq. Fenchurch-ftreet 
Partridge, M r.W illiam , ditto 
Pilfold, M rs, Paradifc-row, Lambeth 
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Pennall, M rs. Korncaftle, Lincolnihire
Pardon, M r. Blackman-ltreet
Pritchard, M r. Mile-End
Patefliall, M r. Fenchurch-ftrcet, 8 Copies
Prcllon, M r. W illiam , Red-Lion-ftrcet, Southwaik
Pheljjs, M r. Jofcph, Bradford, W ilts
Piers, M ifs Wilhelmina, Coleman-rtreet
Pearce, M rs. Lambeth-Terrace
Pettigrew, M r. John, Buckleríbury
Pinero, M r. M ark, Frederick’s-place, Oíd-Jury
Pollard, M r. Doálor’s-Comraons-
Peatón, M r. Richmond

R
Lord Bifliop o f Rochefter, 4. Copies 
RuíTel, Sir John
Rhudílc, Kev. M r. Shepherd’s-W e ll, K ent 
Richards, Rev. M r, St. Sepulchre’s 
Rofe, Rev. M r. A . B . one of the Mafters o f Merchant- 

T aylor’s School 
Roberts, M ifs E . H. Fenchurch-ftrect 
Rice, Mifs Elizabeth, Croydon, Suny 
Rice, M ifs Sufannah, ditto 
Rees, EJwaid, Efq. bj Mr. Till 
R oier, M rs.
Rteves, M r. James, St. Johri’s College, Cambridge iCopiet 
Re .d, M r. W alcot Ten-ace 
Rollifton, M r. Crutched-Friars 
Robbins, M r. Homcrton, Middlefex 
Roberts, M r, Lambeth 
Robinfon, John, Efq. Tooley-ftreet 
Kobinfon, M r. Samuel, Canterburj’-fquare 
Rübinfon, M r. Dinton 
Rclpli, M y. ly Mr, Hamilton 
Huiherford, M r. John, Clifford’s-Inn 
Roberts, M r. S. Frederick’s-place, Oíd Je.vry 

S
Stinton, Rev. Dr. Chance!lor o f Lincoln 
Stinton, M rs.
Smith General
Seaie, Rev. M r. C. Coll. Cambridge 
Sampfon, Rev. M r. Reélor of Lanfnnnon, North Wale« 
Sampfon, John, Efq. Receiver General to his Grace the 

Archbiíhopof Canterbury, % Copies 
Symonds, llenry, ¿ fq . Hampltcati 
Snields, M r. Lambeth Tenace 
Scddons, M i J. Hommerton, Middlefex



Stinger, M r. Ne\vington, Suny 
Stevcns, M r. Lambeth 
Stuart, Captain, Frith-ftreet, Soho 
Sherard, M ifs, Fenchurch-ftreet 
Staley, M r. Bank Side, Southwark 
Steele, M r. H. Leadenhall-lheet 
Spedding, M r. R . G . Clerkenwell, a C< îes 
Surgrove, M r. T .  Hoxton 
Stevens, M r. J. D oílor’s Commons 
Simpfon, M r. Fenchurch-fticei 

M r. Tooley-ílrcet

Honorable Chaiies Townfend
Townfend, Edward, El'q. C . Collège, Canabrldge, t 

Copies
Tom s, Rev. M r. Coventry 
Totie, Rev. M r. C . C. Oxford
Thomplbn, Rev. M r. A . M . one o f the Mafters o f  M er- 

chantTaylor’s Scbool, and F ellow of St. jolm 's 
College, Oxford 

Tournay, Rev. M r. Reèlor of New Church, Kent 
Thomas, Rev. M r. Savage Gardens, Tower-Hill 
Tegetmeyer, M r. Lambeth Palace 
Tegetmeyer, M ifs Sally, Uxbridge 
T aylor, M r. Church-row, Fenchurch-ftreet 
T ii l ,  M r. Richard, London-Bridge-W ater-Works 
Thornton, M r. Addle-H ili, Doólor’s Commons 
T aylor, M r. ditto 
Thomas, M r. John, ditto

V
Vyze, Rev. Dr. Re£lor o f Lambeth, Chaplain to the la t  

Archbiíhop o f Canterbury 
Vernon, Mifs
Vincent, Rev. M r.Stoke D ’Abemon, Surry 
Valiant, M r. Lanibet]\ Palace 

W
Lord Biíhop of Winchefter, 2 Cofies 
Eail o f Warwick 
Countefs o f Warwick 
Countefs Dowager o f Wai'wick 
Honorable Horatio Walpole
W inter, Rev. Joíhua, B. D. one o f the Senior Fellows ©f 

St. John’s College, Oxford 
Waterhoufe, Rey. M r, Mafter o f the Mercers School, Cid 

Jewry 
W ynne, Dr.



W aite, Mofes, Efq. Ham Common 
Waddington, George, Efq, C . Collcge, Cambridge 
W atlington, M r. Pall-M all 
W alw yn, M r.
W righr, M rs. Hawkíbury Hall 
Watcrhouíé, Efq. Kingfton, Surry
W ebb, Mr.W¡lliatn,Cheraift,andDruggift,LeadenhalI-ftreet
W ebb, M r. Thomas, Surgeon,. Charles-fquare, Hoxton
W illiam s, B. Efq. Tooly-ttreet
W ilfon, M r. John, Fenchurch-ftreet
W ilfon, M r. B. Moor Grange, nearLeeds, Yorkíhite
W ilfon, M r. Amen Córner
W yatt, M r. Cannon-ftreet
W ix , M r, Billiter-laiie, tbree Cofíes
W illiam fon, M r. Robert, Clifford’s-Inn
W atfon, M r. Doélor’s Commons

Y
Young, Major
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N um  ber o f  J E W S  and Places o f their 
A bode, according to R  A  B B I B E N 
J A M I N .

o

. r  A t Narbonne 
^ A t Lunel - 

A t Beaiicaire 
g  / A t St. Giles 

^ A t  Arles - 
r A t Marièilles 

A t Genoa 
Ar Piià - - 
At Lucca 

 ̂ A t Rom e - 
f At C ap  lia - 
I A t N ap les - 
I A t Salerno - 
j At Am allî - 
I A t Benevento 
I A t M alchi - 

^ < A t A i c o l i  - 
A tT r a n e  - 
A t  Tarento 
A t  Barnedis - 
A t Otranto - 
A t Corfii 
A t L evatto  - 
A t Achilon - 
A t Patras -  
A t Lepanto - lo o  
A t Cours -  200 
A t Corinth -  300 

^At Thebes 2000

carr. ov. 7133

200
300

40
10 0
200
300

2
20
40

200
3CO

500
ÒCO
20

200
200

40
200
300

10

500
1

100
10
50

eu
rs

u

a ,
rj

-C
U

br. ov. 7133 
f  A t Egriphou 200 
I A t Jabuileriza 100 

At R obinica 100 
A t SinonPatm o 50 
A t Arm illo 400 
At Bilïina -  lOO 
A t Saloulki 500 
At M ilriii - 20

j At Darma - 140 
l  At Caniftûlai 20
- At Con (tan ti- 
[ nople
I — Rabbinites 2000 L — Karaites -  5C0 

f  A t R odollo -  400 
j A t  G allipoli 200 

At Cals -  50
At C hio  - 400
At Samos - 300 

(^At Rhodes - 400 
f  A tL ig a , or L a -  
j odicea - 200

. J At G ebal -  200
At Beeroth 50 

ÕJ 1 At SUon - 20
L.At T yre  -  400

carr. ov .  11883

o

CL.
W

JC
U



xi!. N  U  M  B E  R  of J E  W  S, í^c.
br. o v. 1 1883 

( A t  A cco  - 200
I A tC c c fa re a R a b . 10

'-S a m a rita n a  
^  I A t L uz -  -  
^  ^ A t  Sam aría - 

C hap. 9.
A t  JerufaJem 

p  A t Bethlehetn 
j A t  Bcthgabren 
I A l bhunem -
I A t N ob 

. I A t Ram a - 
£ 1 A t  JafFa -

200
I

100

200
12

3
30

o
3

- I
J  A tA íhka!onR ab.20 0

JG
<J

40
300

I

50
20

50

Cu

U

r1

U

— Karaites 
— Samaritans 
A t  L u d  - - 

) A t  l 'ib e r ia s  • 
j A t  A fch at -
I A t  A lm a 
'A tD am aík R ab .3 0 0 0  
— Karaites -  2C0
— Samaritana 400 
A tG a la a d  -  60
A tT a d m o r  20C0 
A t K iria ih in  - i 
A t  Hama -  70

’ A tH a la b  -  1500
A t  K alagaber 20C0 
A t R a k ia  -  700
A t C harran - 20

. A t A lchahor 200 
L A t  N ifib i looQ  
j-A t thc Ifle o f  the 

S. o f  Ornar 4000 
7000 
2000 

500
2COO

1 5000 
10000

A t M ouful 
A t  Rahaba 
A t  K arkefia  

i Pounibeditha 
¡ A t  H arada 
l^At Q kbera 

carr. o v . 6 + 7 5 5

co

2  1 
c j  •:

b r. ov. 6 4 7 5 5  

Ghap. 12.
A t  Bagdad 1000 

f  A t G eiiiagen 5 0 0 O- 

A t Babel, or 
BabyJon 2C000 

A t Hila -  lo c c o  
A t  N apha 2CO

Î A tA lkütíon ath3co 
I A t Chufa 7000 
iFoum beditha 3000 

At Vira 3000'
A tN a íé th  lo o c o  
A t Botza -  2000 
A t Samura 1500'

r  AtChuzeflan 7000 
( AtRobadbaraoooo 
[ A t Vanth 4CO0 

cx< A t Aria. 25000 
Æ A t H am den, or 
^  I Am adan 50000 

^At Dabreltan40oo 
A t  Ifpahan 15000 
A tSchiphaz loooo 

^  \ A tG in a  - 8000 
L Sainarcand 50000 

^  r A t N ckrokis 500
-  j A t Katipha 5000 
D,^ A t H aouiam ,

Jg  i or Oulam 100 
^  i.AtChenerag23000 
o‘ Ç A t G ingala i 000 

\ A t Chalavan 300 
A t Kouts 30000 

^  v .A t  Phiiim  -  20  
Chap. 21.

A t  M itzraim  2000

carr. ov. 382675



J N U M B E R  of J E  w s ,  xiii
br. ov- 382675 

fG ó :ch e n  -  3CO0 

Bubieg -  200
^ , Maniiphta -  200 
^  Rem ira - 700

Lam hala -  500 
¡^Alexandria - 3C00

carr. ov 390275

ci
es

f  D am iett 
fh i Tennes 

À ellîn a  
^  j Palermo

Æ I

br. ov. 390275
-  200
-  40

-  200
-  15 C O

N . B. T o  theíê may be added three Hundred 
and fifry Thouiand Independent liraelites, xvhich 
he pretended to diicover in the Kingdom s o f  
T h e m a  and C hebar; concerning vvhich, lee n iy  
RerteóHons in the D iilertation,— Another P.ir- 
ticiilar muft not país unnoticed. T h e  Jevvs o f 
Poumbedirha are numbered tvvice over. In the 
eleventh Chapter he reékons Tvvo Thouiànd, 
and in the thirteenth 7 'hree Thoufand. A s the 
íinalleít l'ypogr^phical Error may confound this, 
or any otlier Calculation, I have placed the 
■Chapters containing each particular N iim ber, in 
fuch a M anner, as will enable the Reader ta  
àèt him felf right w ith  Utile Trouble,

£  R  R A T  A



E R R A T A .
Tn -thc 3<1 W ord o f the fiift Arabie Quotation, P. 45, 

after Mi>n, read in the 6th W ord, for Kaffinal read
Ta filial \ in the i3th, f o r ia  read / j ;  in the i4th, for K a f  

fin. con. read tbe Pr<ep. F e-, in the i5th, for Ali/ read Ra^ 
thc i6th ihould be [peh Ta, IVanv Lam : in the i9th,
the laft Lctter ihould be Tha final ; in the 7 6th W ord, in 
Place of He read Mim tned. co>u in the zSth, for Ain and 
A lif  read Ta. There are other trifling Inaccuracies, crf 
M ediali for Finals, and Finals for Initiais, here, and elfe- 
wherc, not at all to be wondered at, confidering what littie 
•Encouragement isgfvcn to Oiiental Learning.



D I S S E R T A T I O N .

Be n j a m i n ,  to whofe Travels I ani 
about to introduce the Reader, was, 

according to popular Tradition, a celebrated 
Rabbi o f the twelfth Century, highly e- 
fteemed by his own People, and well knowii 
to the learned W orld. It is generally agreed 
that he was a N ative o f  Tudela, iti the 
ancient Kingdom  o f Navarre ; that he be- 
gan his Travels in 1160, and returned A , 
D . 1 173, I have never been able to difcover 
what T ribe he belonged to, or what in- 
duced him to travel. For his Father Ja- 
nah is lefs known than his Son.

T h e  Book, fuch as it is, has gone through 
various Editions. T h e  firil was printed at 
Conftantinople, A . D , 1543. T h e  fécond 
at Ferrara, 1556. T h e  third at Fribourg, 
1583. B. A . Montanus publiihed a L a tia  
Tranilation o f  it at Anvers, 1575, which 

B did



ï3id fo littîe H onor to that great M an, tliíft 
in  1633, Conftantine L ’Empereur publiflied 
Jinother at L^yden, accompanied with thc 
H ebrew  T e x t  and N otes at the End i but 
whether that Edition was infufficient to fa- 
tisfy the A vid ity  o f  his niimerous Readers, 
o r  for what other Reafon I know net, he 
publiihed two Editions róore in the famé 
îfear, at the famé Place, one in Latin, and 

the other in H ebrew , both without N otes. 
A  little before this he piibliihed another 
H ebrew Edition at Baie, a Copy o f which 
the learned Buxtorf fent to the great Jofeph 
5 caliger, who received it as a very confider- 
able Prefeitt, and made honorable Mention 
o f  it in a L etter, whicU- the former publiÎh- 
cd in part o f  his W orks. In 1666, it was 
printed at Am fterdam, with a Dutch Tran- 
flation by Bara, together with the M ikve 
{or H ope o f  Ifrael) o f  the celebrated Rabbi 
Manafl'ah Ben Ifrael. T h is Tranilarion was 
reprinted at the -famé place, with the famé 
Book in 1698, and thefe two Books, tran- 
Îlated into Germán, but in Rarbbinical Cha- 
raólers by Chajim Ben Jacob, were'reprinted 
at Am fterdam, in 1691. T h is Germán 
Verfion was again printed at Francfort upon 
the IVIcin, in Í 7 1 1 ,  to .w h ich  i f  we add a 
new E-iition o f  -Arius Montanus, together 
w ith the DiiTertation o f  C . L ’Empereur, 
pubiiihed ai; Helmftadt, in 1636, and young 
J.. P . .Baratier’s Frcnch Tranflation pub-

liihed



HíTied at Amfterdam, in i734» there hav'c 
been no lefs than fourteen Editions. I never 
heard, from any tolerable Authority,- that the 
Book vvas ever printed in England, and tiU 
fome time after I iíTaed my Propofals, never 
heard o f  a Prench "TranJLation. T h a t which- 
I tranflated from was the Hebrev/ Edition 
o f  C . L ’ Empereur ; it was a prefent from 
m y learned Friend, Mr.. Jofeph Broomhead, 
who procured it from the Library o f  a cer
tain modem Orientalift, lately deeeafed. - Í 
have fince feen various Editions, all which, 
except Baratier*s, which is far from beii-;g 
perfeét, fcarce merit the N am e o f  a Trani- 
lation^ T o  him I am indebted for many 
«xcellent H ints in my N otes and Difll-r- 
tation, and had I feen his Tranílation fi v 
M ontiis ago, 1 íhould ha ve publiíhed this 
W o rk  in two Volum es, making a feparatc 
onc o f  his excellent DiíTertations ; which 
would not only have illuftrated Benjamin, 
but at the fame time have thrown great 
L ig h t  upon the H iftory o f  thofe dark 
T im es, in which he lived.

H aving thus given an Account o f  the 
Author, together with the various Editions 
o f  his fuppofed T ravels, we are naturally 
led to confider the different Teftimonies and 
Opinions o f  Jearned M en, conccrning the 
Author. According to Abraham Zacouth^ 
he died very foon after his Return.
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n iV D » n  *?y:2 ‘ .-O n  

*iîii2:ti>n‘i 7 b n :in  :iSpnn

( 0  ♦♦ *7D*7

Rabbi Benjamin, Author o f  the T ravels, 
that mighty Lum inary, whofe Sun arofe over 
ail Ifrael, died in the Y ear 93^5 (which 
anfwers to A . D . 1 173.) R . D avid Gans, in 
his Chrcnology, givcs us a (2) fullerAccount 
in the following W ords.

n V n iD D  m v  nn  T’o » n  ’nn

NpnñN' D b iy n  h :̂ 2
xn CDipû 

’s o  D n m n  *7:d

nypû in - idit D:n iDriniDi n » îi 
ra ip j:n  CD’ñ in ’n 
c z n ^ n n  D n n n n  *70 n t i  

l ’D^jn miTD» nôD -loon  cd’D£)“i:i

Dï^n M n  î^inn n ’m

obpnn n:ty:i n,!D m^DDnD
Benjamin, Son of Jonah, o f  Tudela, the 

A uthor o f  the Travels, fetting out from the
T  erritory

(1 )  Abraham Zacouth was ProfeiTor at Salamanca, nnd 
Aftronomer, as well as Hiftôriographcr to the K,ing o f Povi 
tugal, in the latter end o f the fifteenth Century.

(2) This is a mere Paraphrafc o f the Hebrcw Prefocc,



Territory o f  Navarre, by one continued 
Journey, travelled through the three diife- 
re<it Quarters o f  the W orld, Europe, A frica, 
and A fia , and to whafever Place he came, 
he took down rn W riting whatever he faw 
or heard from the beil Authority. H e  alfo 
gives an Account o f  many Princes and il- 
luilrious Perfonages, together with the num* 
ber o f  Jevvs in thofe Places which he viiîted. 
A il which T hings, you will find as I have 
defcribed them, printed in a Book, named 
the Book o f the Journies o f  Benjamin* 
T h is  Man was moreovcr a moft difcreet and 
mteliigent Perfcn, A fter he had finiihed 
his T ravels, he died in the Y ear 933. R . 
Ifaac, B. Aram  fays, R . Benjamin o f  old» 
the A uthor o f  the T ravels, or Journal, has 
informed us, that he faw with his owa 
E yes, in the metropolitan C ity  o f Bagdad, 
many thoufands o f  independent Jews ; that 
on the Anniverfary o f the K ing’s Birth-Day„ 
a Prince (by which he means the C h ief o f  
the E xiles, or Captivity) o f  the Seed o f  
D avid, rode in the fécond Chariot, in H onor 
o f  whom the People iliouted glorioufly—  
Prepare ye the W a y , for the Son o f  D avid, 
ïh o u g h  by the W a y , Benjamin does not

fay thoufands  ̂ but û m n ^  TDD about a 

thoufand Jews. N either does he fay, that 
the C h ie f o f  the_ E xiles had this H onor 
paid him on the K in g ’s (by which he means 

B  a the



the Caliph’s) Birth D ay, but on\j once m 
his L ife  Tim e-, namely, when he was ap- 
pointed to that Office, by the Caliph.—  
Abraham  Peritfol Ore. O lam , tacitly de- 
fends our Author, in that Part o f  his H if- 
tory, which feems to deferve the leaft C re
dit : for he not only defcribes the Road by 
which a certain Jew carne from H abor ; but 
alfo propofes, in a very particular Manner, 
the W a y  by which he or any other Perfon 
m ight Return thither. In a modem Col- 
leélion o f  Voyages and Travels, I find a 
much larger Account, together with an E x - 
traél, the Subftance o f which is briefly this,—  
“  T h at few oriental Books are better known 
“  to thelearned W orld. T h at he is held in 
“  great Credit by his Countrymen and fome 
“  Chriftians alfo.” — T h at there have been 
no lefs than íixteen Editions o f it, which 
are two more than I ever heard of, unlefs 
he reckons his own Extradt one Edition : 
which, though it is the longeft Account 
that has hitherto appeared in the E ngliíh  
Language, is at beft but a partial Para- 
phrafe o f other confefi’edly imperfeét Tran- 
ílations. “  AH which (according to his own 
“  Account) have been faulty and incorreél, 
“  chiefly by M iftakes o f  Tranfcribers in the 
“  T e x t, where we have many Ñames o f  
“  Countries, Cities, and Princes, that never 
“  were heard o f  in any other Author, 

M any Errors have been detened by com-
paring



“  paring different Editions, which afforded 
“  us Room to hope, that Tome T im e or 
“  other, fo judicious a Critic may arife, as 
“  will be able to corre6l them ail, and give 
“  us this Author in his genuine Purity. H e
“  then, very gravely obl'erves------N otw ith-
“  ftanding his great Réputation, fome very 
“  coniîderable W riters, well verfed in H e- 
“  brew Learning, have attacked this Author 
“  with great Vivacity. A nd after giving the 
“  different Opinions o f  W agenfail, H ottin- 
“  ger,andSpanheim, foon after concludes,—  
“  H e has certainly exaggerated fome T hings, 
“  and miilaken many more. W hat then ? 
“  we find in him many T hings curious and 
“  entertaining, which we can find no where 
“  elfe.”  T o  which he m ight have add- 
ed, that many o f  our Nation, o f  very high 
Rank and Eminence in the learned W orld , 
have quoted this A uthor (for want o f  better 
M aterials) on divers Occafions. A fter re- 
lating the Opinions o f  others, my Readers 
will naturally expe(5t my own Sentiments on 
the famé SulDjeâ:. T h ey  will perhaps fup- 
pofe me greatly prejudiced in Favor o f  an 
A uthor, which I have taken the Pains to 
tranilatc ; but in this Refped:, they are 
greatly deceived : T h e  Attention with which 
1 have been obliged to examine the Book, 
in order to trauilate it faithfully, and il- 
luftrate it accordingly, has made me difcover 
fo xnany grofs Errors j fo many Fables and

ridiculous



ridîculous Abfurdities, that I cannot, for 
my L ife , comprehend why fo many refpe(5t-, 
able M en have paid fo much Attention to
fo contemptible an Author. M y  Judg- 
ment may appear at firft a little too raili and 
fevere to thofe, who, from Intereft and In
clination, are o f  another W ay o f  thinking, 
yet when they confider the Principies on 
which I ground thefe AiTertions, they muft, 
^mlefs I flatter myfelf, be confuted, i f  not 
convinced. Few  M en venture to think for 
themfelves. Fewer ftill are able to think 
as they ought to think. F or, thefe Reafons 
ail the Authors already quoted, and many 
more, have fuppofed, from the TitJe o f  the 
Book, its Antiquity and R éputation,’ that 
Benjamin aftually made the T o u r which he 
pretends to defcribe ; and for that Reafon 
have endeavoured to reconcile the moft ir- 
reconcileable PaiTages, rather than attempt 
to cal] in Queftion the Réputation o f  fo il- 
luftrious a Tra»velier.. T h e  Public will be 
greatly furprized, i f  I attempt to prove, by 
A rgum ents drawn from the Book itfelf, that 
this is nothing more than a pretended T ou r. 
C . L ’Empereur perceived it in many Places, 
but whatever his Reafons were, contented 
him felf by faying, that he fufpeéted Benjamin 
o f  defcribing mauy Places which he never 
v ifited ; and that he took many T h in g s 
more upon hear-lky. T h e  W riter o f  the 
Hebrew Préfacé, wlio though a Jew, and

conîèquently



confequently a W ell-W ifh er to the A uthor 
and his Performance, was, apparently o f  
the famé Opinion. But I affirm that it will 
be no unreafonable Conjeéture to Tuppofe 
that he never left his native Tudela. 1 
cannot truft him out o f  Spain at any Rate. 
I appeal to Benjamin himfelf, who ail Je‘̂  
as he was, feems to be aihamed o f the 
Forgery which he intended to impofe upoii 
the W orld ; and for this Reafon fpeaks in 
an equivocai Manner ; never m aking U fe  
o f  the firft Perfon, I went, I was, I came to 
fuch, or fuch a Place, but three or four 
T im es in the whole Journal, two Inftances 
o f  which are to be met with in the firft 
Page. H is having Recourfe to an Ellipfis 
in other Pafiages, which the Tranilator may 
fu p p lyb y— I went, you go, one may go, & c , 
is another corroborating Circumftance tend- 
ing to prove that he had this Subter
fuge always in View to fave his H onor, in 
C a feo f an Attack. But fuppofe hehadfpoken, 
as C . L ’Empereur frequently makes him 
fpeak, without any Authority from the 
H ebrew  T e x t, it will be no difficult M at- 
ter to prove him an Impoftor, from many 
other more enormous Faults ! H e  never 
travelled intoChina j he almoft owns it, and 
i f  he did not, the impertinent Fable, which 
he relates o f  the Griffins, would convince us 
o f it. W h at Îhall we fay to his Account o f  
the Indies, o f  Chenerag, or Chinrag -, o f

the
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the exceflive H eat o f  H aouiam , which forne 
fuppofe to be Ceylon, fo difFerently de- 
fcribed by the' befl: modem Geograpliers ? 
W h o  ihall perfwade me that he ever travel- 
Icd into Perfia, after reading the Account 
which he gives us o f  fo many Provinces, 
Cities, & c. which are never mentioned by 
any other Traveller ? T o  fay nothing o f 
Daniel*s Coffin, the num berof Sanhedrims,. 
Colleges, Profefibrs, & c. which never ex- 
îfted but in his own intoxicated Imagination.. 
H is confounding the Province o f  D a- 
breftan with the C ity  Dariftan, upon the 
O xus, aod his Forgery o f  the Jews of 
N iibor, are o f  a Piece with the Reft. Shall 
we credit his Account o f  A rabia, which he 
tranfports to the N orth o f  Babylon, to 
make it with the greater Security the R eíw  
dence o f  his imaginary Rechabites ? H ave 
we any greater Reafon to believe hira,, wheit 
he fpeaks o f  A flyria or M efopotamia ? after 
confidering the Blunders which he makes in> 
defcribing the Diftances o f  Places from each 
other ? W a s he ever at Bagdad, which he- 
pretends to defcribe in fo circumilantial a  
Manner ? H ow  then comes it to pafs that 
he is unacquaintcd with the Nam e o f  the 
reigning Caliph ? Shall we credit his D e - 
fcription o f Paleftine,. after what he ad- 
vances concerning the Situation o f  the 
Brook Jabbok ? O f  the R iver Jordanes 
mixing its W aters with Arnon, threeLeagues

froni



from íts Source, though Jordan rifes beyond 
Cæfarea Phiüppi, and A fnon is fuppofed to 
roll into the dead Sea, forty Leagues frora 
thaï Place, witliout encountering Jordan ui 
its Pafiage. W h at ihall vve fay o f  M ount 
Carmel and M oriah ? T h e  T om bs o f  the 
Patriarchs, thofe o f  the K ings, L o t ’s W ife, 
the W a llo f  the Tem ple, Solomon*s Stables, 
the Samaritans, the Rib o f the Giant Ab«- 
camaz, and other rabbinical Dreams ? Shall 
we credit his Report o f  E gyp t, after read- 
ing his Account o f  the School o f  Ariftotle, 
at Alexandria ? T h e  Glafs M irror on the 
Pharos, and the Superiority o f  the E gyp - 
tians over the Greeks, till the Deltruélion 
o f  thât brittle M irror, by Sodoros, the 
G reek Captain o f his ov;n Invention? W hen 
he fpeaks o f the Iflands in the Arcliipelago, 
he renders him felf ridiculous, by taking two 
Days to perform a Voyage, which ev'en a 
W eft-Country Barge might accompliih in 
three or four Hours. W hat he advances o f  
Greece, ought to make his Admirers bluih 
to  the very Eye-Brows. W hat a ftrange 
Jum p from Thebes to W alachia in three 
D ays, without paffing by, or through more 
than three Tow ns worth mentioning, and 
thefe three altogether unknown to us, even 
at this T im e, confequently imaginary. T h e  
iinknown Cities again, which he mentions 
from W alachia to Conftantinople, which ex- 
ifted only in th'at Part o f Greece, which was

iituated



fituated in his crazy N oddle, with the Inex- 
cufable Omiflion o f  Salonichi (unlefs^he con- 
founds it with Salouiki) are unpardonable 
Errors, v;hich proclaim aloud, in Charaólers 
too legible to be overiooked, that Benjamin 
is an Impoftor !— I ihall fay but little o f  
Italy, any School Boy may deted him, when 
he fpeaks o f  Benevento, Solomon’s fweating 
Piilars at Rome, tlie Statues o f  Abfalom  and 
Samfon in the iame Place ! the great Palace 
o f  Galbin, the fourfcore Palaces o f  the 
fourfcore Kings, Haderezer and Rom ulus, 
who (accordingto ourRabbiy built fo many 
hiding Places to play at bopeep in, when he 
was appreheniive o f being invaded by K in g  
D avid, and Joab, his Captain o f  the H oft. 
One o f  his beft Strokes I had alm oftforgot- 
ten, that is, his burying R . A kiba, one o f  
the ten M artyrs o f the Kingdom , both at 
Rom e, and at the Village o f  Lephras in 
Babylon. A li which would juftify me in 
taking out a Statute o f Lunacy, in order to 
confine my Pilgrim  at Tudela, but 1 fcorn 
to be fo ill-natured, and ihall (at the Intreaty 
o f  his Friends) permit him to make the 
T o u r o f  Spain, and fome Part of Italy, i f  
they defire it. l  will not reproach him for 
the OmiiTion o f  many confiderable Events, 
with which he m ight have enriched the 
W o rk , but I can by no means pardon him, 
or even reftrain m yfelf from abufing him, 
for negleding to m ake M ention o f  the

famous



famous (3 )R . M ofes Ben Maimón, íírnamed 
the Egyptian, who fíouriíhed at Cairo, at 
the very T im e when he pretends to havc 
vifited E gyp t. T h at great Ñam e alone 
would have done more H onor to this Book, 
and its Author, tlian all the unknown Rab- 
bis in it. H ow  íhall we account for this 
unpardonable OmiíTion ? W as it Forgetful- 
nefs ? W as it Inadvertency ? W as it Jealoufy, 
Contempt, or Party Spirit? W hatever Prin
cipie this injurious Silence proceeded from, 
it  renders the Author contemptible, and his 
W o rk  rufpcded, by all thofe who are ac- 
quainted with the M erit o f  tJie ju ílly  cele- 
brated Egyptian M ofes, whofe Fame had 
not only filled the Synagogues o f  E g yp t, 
but all the W orld, and whofe W orks w ill 
be admired as long as they are ünderftood. 
Another OmiíTion o f  the like Nature is to 
be found in the fixth Chapter, vvhere he 
pretends to vifit Rhodes, and ne ver mentions 

C  the

(3) Otherwife callcd by a commonAbbrcvíation 
Rainbam, or by a Eiiphony, Rainban. Though he is more 
generally known to the Chriltian Reailer, by the Ñame of 
Maimonidcs. He was aboutthisTime Phyfician to the Egyp
tian Caliph, and was fo eminent for his Skill, that cvery 
Day at his Return from Court, he found his Houfc full of 
Jcws and Gentiles, Judges and Minifters, Friends and 
Enemies, that as he obferve& in a Letter to R . Aben T ib - 
bon, he had fcarceTime to eat his Viftuals.

D p  From Mofes ike Lazvgiver
to Mofes the Egyptian, no Man arofe like Mofes t h  

Í8 a common Provcrb, very juílly applied.



the great Abraham Aben E zra, who nol 
only refided therc at that T im e, but at leaft 
nine Years before^ and who died very near 
the fame Place A . D . i j 74, which was the 
Y ear after Benjamines fuppofed return and 
D eath. It will be needlefs for me to remind 
the learned Reader o f  his negleding to 
mention M ofes Ben Naaman at Girona, cr 
2 echariah the L evite, Profefibr at L un el, 
who was the Author o f  that Bcok called 

M aor, or the Lum inary, and w ho, 
afterwards, entered the L ifts o f  literary 
W arfare againft the great D o d o r A lpheiï, 
w ho paiTcd for the Oracle o f  the weftern 
Jews. T h e  M odelly and Simplicity with 
which our Author afîeéls to ipeak o f  his 
Brethren in Europe is no other than a deep 
laid Artifice, in order to render more 
credible the marvellous Stories which he, 
defigned to invent and propagate, concern- 
ing his Brethren in A fia, and Africa. In- 
Ôead of exalting his own Nation in Europe, 
where he intended to publiih his Perform 
ance, he on the contrary lefiens their N um - 
ber. A t Rome he places oi Îy two hundred 
Jew s, where there are now ten thoufand at 
leaft i and what makes the M atter ftill more 
cxtraordinary, is, that the Jews, according to 
his Relation, were then very powerful in that 
C ity , and great Favourites with the reign- 
ing Ponti£ A t  Conûantinople, where by,

■ hi«



h h  own Confefîîbn they were treated like 
Slaves, not permitted to live withiii the 
C ity , not fuffered to ride on Horfebacfcy 
beaten in the Streets, and befpattered by 
the Tanners, he places no lefs than two 
thoufand Rabbinites, and five hundred K a- 
raites. T h e  farther he gets (or pretenda ta  
get) froin H om e, the more the N um ber 
increafes, tens are added to thoufands,. and 
hundreds to tens, imaginary Régions, De-, 
ferts the m oil tremendous, and hitherta 
fuppofed uninhabited, contain the moft 
powerful and exteniive Em pires, o f  free and 
independent Ifraelites, who are in Subje<5lion 
to no Prince o f  the Gentiles > “  biit on the 
“  contrary, are a Terror to ail their N eigh- 
“  bours, on whom they make fréquent De- 

fcents, and bear away the Spoil to their 
“  ftrong H olds, and inacceiTible Faftnefits ; 
“  where they are in no Danger o f  being 
“  purfued.”  W hat ftill farther ferves to» 
confirm what I have already obferved, is 
the apparent M otive, which induced hini to 
publiih this W o rk. T h e  chief End and 
Deiîgn which f.jiis Rabbi, and his Imitators, 
who have endeavoured to pafs the like 
Fiétions upon the W orld , had in View , 
was to comfort their Brethren, whogroaned 
under the Y o k e  o f  Edom  and lihmael (for- 
fo tiiey call Chriftians and Mahometans) by 
iîattering them in their E xile, with- tiie- 
pleafing Idea, o f  an imaginary Pow er, in 

C  2 imaginary
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îmaginary Countrtes ; in Order to provc 
that thc Sceptre is not yet departcd from 
Judah, and confequently that the MeÎTiah 
is yet to come. By thefe M ethods, this 
unhappy People ftill pretend to parry that 
O bjeflion, which Chriftians advance againft 
them, drawn from Gen. 49. 10. “  T h e  
“  Sceptre Îhall not départ from Judah, nor 
“  a L aw giver from between his Feet, until 

Shiloh come : and unto him îhall the 
“  gathering o f  the People be.”  However 
wretched and ill-grounded this Subterfuge 
muil appear to us, many o f  their moft emi
nent Teachers are not ailiamed to have R e- 
courfe to it, and to fupport themfelves for 
that EiFedV, upon the Authority of our Ben
jam in, to confirm the H ope o f  Ifrael. From  
ail which I conclude, and th in k l have a ju ft 
R ight fo to do, that Rabbi Benjamin, the 
great Traveller, the great Lum inary o f  
Ifrael, never travelled out o f  Spain, that he 
compofed this W o rk  to blind the Eyes o f  
his Brethren, and to confirm them in their 
Impenitence and obftinate Rejedion o f  the 
true Mefilah, in whom ail the Prophecies o f  
the Old Teftam ent are fo clearly fulfilled. 
T o  give the better Face and Coloring to 
the M atter, he retired to fome obfcure Part 
o f  Spain, and there continued for fome 
Years ; after which he made his Appear- 
ance, not at Tudela, or any other P art o f  
N avarre, but in the Province o f  Caftile,

whero



C i  r  )'

where he was lefs known, and conrequentfy 
the more eafily credited. T h is  is both- 
reafonable and natural, and ferves to íKew^ 
that the true Reading o f  a difputed PaiTage- 
in the Hebrew Préfacé, is lú V  “  Thefe- 

Things with him— and not —
T o  his People or Country, where he was 
probably reputed a notorious L iar, and 
where he might either expe<5b to be laughed' 
at for a Fool, or be punilhed as a public 
Cheat and Impoftor. Some o f  the Authors^ 
which he compiled from (for a Com piler he- 
was) were valuable ones, Such were thofá  
who dcfcribed the Alchafchifchins, or AíTeC- 
fms, the D ogzien, or Drufians, who are. 
called Darariens, by an Arabian A uthor 
the R iver N ile, the Feaft o f  the Camel, & c . 
Others were o f  an inferior Rate, fuch were 
thofe from whom he copied his Account o f  
the Afvans, or Defcendants o f  Ham.. T h e  
Story o f  the Griffins, Chenerag, Haou-- 
lam, & c. which m ight however contain* 
íbme valuable Anecdotes, i f  he had Tran- 
fcribed them fairly and impartially ; but the 
M isfortune is, that either through Care- 
kíTnefs, Ignorance, or*Defign, hehas fo dif- 
guifed the plaineft F a íls , that the different 
Relations in his Journal refemblejj fo many- 
íhapeiefs unlicked Cubs o f  â RuíTian Bear,, 
which the Commentators have nevcr been. 
able to licJs; into any tolerable Form, Some 

C  3 o£



o f  the Authors were probabiy written hy  
Chriftians, either ia G reek, or Latin  -, which 
Languages he was but fuperficially acquaint- 
cd with. H aving read fome what o f  the 
Feaft o f  the Cam el, he immediately con- 
founded it with the Faft o f Ramadan ; be- 
caufe, perhaps, his Author faid, “  when he 
“  was at the Célébration o f  the Feaft o f  the 
Cam el, it happened to fall on the M onth o f  
Ramadan -, which might be the Cafe, by 
fuppofing that one, i f  not both, were move- 
able, like the Jewiih Paflbver, or the C hris
tian Eafter. A gain , he fays, that the Caliph 
ncver went eut but once in the Year ; bc- 
càufe fome Author (who had aélually v i- 
Cted Bagdad) whofe Language Benjamin did 
not perfedly underftand, might fay, that he 
had never ieen the Caliph more than once, 
during his abode rn that City i which m ight 
probably be true. T h a t he went out more' 
frequenti y is clear and évident, becaufe he 
was obliged by the Nature o f  his Office ta  
preach, or at leaft harangue the People every 
Friday, unleis (though rarely) he appointed 
his Son, or one o f  his Minifters to do it for 
him*; W h at he ad vanees o f  the Grandeur 
and Magnificence o f  the Caliph, is another 
grofs Falihood, which leads to a Difcovery ; 
that he copied this Account from fome an- 
cient Author, who lived in the latter End o f  
the mnth, or about the Beginning o f  the 
teuth Century : when the Caliphat was in

that



that flouriíhing State, which he defcribes ; 
but it was greatly diminiíhed, and almoft 
totally ruined, long before the Commence
ment o f  the twelFth Century. Zenghin 
again, which he calis Zinaldin, is, in one 
Part o f the Book, faid to be_ the reigning 
Prince at M ouíiil, when he vifited that 
C ity  ; and in another, that he was alive in 
D avid Elrois’ T im e. T h is  might have been 
the Cafe, by fuppofing that he began his 
Reign when he was very young, and lived 
to a good old A g e  ; but it appears from 
much better Authôrity, that Zenghin, (or 
as fome call him Zenghy) died A . D . 114 g, 
about twenty-feven Years before Benjamin’s 
pretended Vifit. But as this was the laft 
K in g 'o f  M ouful, that he hadread any A c 
count of, he made no Scruple to tell us that 
he was the reigning Monarch, when he 
wrote his Journal. T h a t the famé Zenghin, 
was VaiTal to the K in g  o f  Periia, is equally 
improbable. H is Chronological Error con- 
cerning the T im e o f  the Impoftor D avid 
Elrois* Appearance, merits the Hke Cenfure, 
from the Teftim ony, even o f  R . D avid 
G antz, and other Jewiih W riters. From 
ail which 1 conclude, that Rabbi Bei^amin 
was a Com piler, and a very indiffèrent 
Com piler into the Bargain, whofe pùerile 
Credulity, whofe falfe Zeal for Ifrael, and 
whofe grofs Ignorance o f  Geography, Chrô- 
nology and H iftory, have laid open to

Deteétion,



D etedion, and given me an Opportunîüy 
o f  ihewing him to the E ngliih  Reader, in 
his true Colors, I f  ever therefore another 
(4) Hebrew Edition ihould happen to be 
publiihed, (which I am apt to think will bc 
the Cafe) the firft W ord in the T itle  Page, 
may, by a common Rabbinical Çontraélion, 
be which contains the initiais o f
the fentence.

f o ’oa bnf- rn v D o
T h e  Journies o f  Rabbi Benjamin, o r  

D n n  D O n  “1Îî;D a Catalogue o f  many 
L ies. Few o f  my Readers, after what has. 
been faid, will expe(5t to fee a M ap o f  our- 
A u th or’s T r a v e ls -, fuch an A ttem pt would 
be the greateft Biirlefque upon G eography 
that can poflibiy be imagincd. Reduce the 
Univerfe to its primæval Chaos, confound 
A fia  with A frica, N orth  with South, E ail 
w ith W eft, and Î it’at with Cold 5 make 
Cities Provinces, and Provinces Cities ; 
People uncultivated Defarts, w ith free and 
independent Jews, and depopulate the moft 
flourilhing Cities and K in gd om s-, make 
R i vers run when and where yoq pleafe, and 
call them by any Nam es but the rîght

One* 5

(4) M any of my leamed Acquaintance have defired to 
fee the Original, but the Price which I have fixed will by. 
no Means admit o f it ; it Ihall, howevcr be printed in a 
fcparate Volutne, (Price 38. 6d.) as foo» as oaç buoU iti 
Subicdbcrs eau beprocùred, i f  thcy deiure it.



Ones ; take Arabia upon your Back, and 
carry it to the North o f Babylon. T u m  
the N orthPole, South, or any otherW ay yoii 
pleafe ; make a nevv Ecliptic L in e, and 
place it in the moft whimfical and excentrrc 
Poiition, which the moft H obby-horfical 
Imagination can poíTibly conceivc or de- 
fcribe, and fu ch  a Map will beft fuit fu cb  

an Author. T h e  fame Reafon would apo- 
logize for my pafling over in Silence thre 
Terms^ which are made U fe o f  in defcribing 
the Diftances o f the Places mentioned in 
this Book from each other. T h o u gh  I 
would not advife my Readers, when they 
make the T ou r o f  the W orld  to take Ben
jamin for their G uide, yet m y ow’n H onor 
obliges me to teli them, that a Parafang ia 
a Meafure which is frequently ufed by 
Arabian, Perfian, Chaldæan, and G reek 
W riters. A m ong the ancient Períians, it 
confifted o f  3333 Paces, and eighteen made 
a Degree ; among the M odem s it is com- 
puted to be equal to 3000 Paces, and twenty 
make up a Degree. A  Jewiih Parafang is 
equal to four M iles, and fifteen fuch Pa- 
rafangs make a Degree. F or the Journies 
or Stations, they are about feven H ours or 
twenty M iles, but a (5) learned A uthor 
has faid fo much aiready on this Subjeâ", 
that nothing new can be advanced upon it.

A fter

(5) C . L ’Empereur has fpent the grcater Part o f his 
Diffcrtation on this Sub]cil,



A fter ail that I have faid, let not the Readcr 
think me fo far dirgufted with my Author 
as to look upon him as abfolutely ufe- 
lefs. A fter having unmaiked, chaftired, and 
humbled him, I proceed in the laft Place 
to d o  him Juftice, and explain l\is U fe, in 
Order to m akç appear, that he is not al- 
together a dead W eigh t upon the Engliih- 
L anguagc, as w ell as to juftify rayfelf for 
tranflating him. In the firft Place, he is 
o f  a Century fo obfcure, fo barren o f  good 
A uthors (at leaft in our P a rto f  the W orld ) 
that vve ought to be overjoyed at the D ifcovery 
o f  any A uthor ; any, even the leaft M o 
nument, v/hich m ight ferve to throw L ig h t  
upon fo dark an A g e . D uring this and 
fome Centuries, which pj-eceded and foi* 
lowed it, grofs Ignorance, Barbarity and 
Superftition, had fpread its baleful Influence 
over the Chriílian W o rld , during whichr 
T im e the liberal A rts were cultivated only 
by Jew s, Greeks, and Arabians ; as if  the 
Sciences, enraged at the Treatm ent which 
they received from Chriftians, chofe rather 
to take R efuge with thofe who were called 
Barbarians, then to continue any longer with; 
a People plunged in Superftition ! O r rather 
let us fay it was Superlíition herfelf, which 
baniftied Learning from Chriftendom, the 
better to invent and propagate thofe Errors,. 
which thrive beft in Darknefs and Obfcurity. 
Rabbi Benjamin was a high fe^o.ned Je\y,

whieh



C )
whîch the Synagogue produced in thofe ex- 
traordinary T im es, who, though he is not 
to be compared with fomc o f  his Cotem po- 
raries, is neverthelefs valuaWe, ift. Ou 
Account o f the Stile in wkich the Book is 
v/ritten ; which, with fome few Exceptions, 
ife pure and fimple, and in my Opinion one 
of the bell Intrcdufíions to the Rabbinical 
Dialed: that ever v;as penned. For this 
Reafoîi, I at firft intended to publiih the 
Original, fogether with the Traniîation, but 
was prevented by two ferious Confiderations. 
zd. It throws more L ig h t upon the Tim es, 
than a- whole Légion o f M onkiih W riters, 
whofe Bigotry and Ignorance' corrupted the 
beft Religion, as M aggots do the beil M eat. 
^dlv. It ihews hov/ ignorant the Jewilh 
Teachers were in Matters o f Geography and 
H iftory, together with thé State and N um - 
ber o f Jevvs throughout the W orld. *Tis 
true he is to be fuipeded on this latter H ead, 
but as we have no Memoirs more exaél, w c 
muft make the beft o f  this. 4th. From him 

learn, what were the particular R ights, 
Cuftoms, and prevailing Opinions o f  his 
own Nation ; which Chriftians may make 
â good U fe o f, by explaining the Scriptures, 
and confiiting the Jews upon their own 
Principies. 5thly. H e acquaints us with 
many Particulars, which are noi to be found 
elfe where, and confirms and iiluftrates, what 
©ther Author» have obfcurely hinted at. H c

teJls



tells US, fb rE x a :/  ; 'e, t’  ̂  ̂ :î \\~
chafchiíí-!;ins, or AiTt- s at:' = .ûwl»" ¿ed 
Mnhoí. -t fc ;• the íVop?ií'r o f  G od f \vhich 
we kn(.w from otbcr Booi^s) yet the M a- 
hometans confidered îhem as Enemies, and 
not as thpir Brethren, undoubtedly for this 
Reafon, becaufe the latter could not bear to 
think, that they ihould call their Eider o f 
the Müuntains, the Vicar o f  Mahomet. H c  
farthei* informs us, that the Founder o f this 
S ed  ’.vas one Com bat, and tells us what 
particular W eapon they m adeufe of. Thofe 
who have fpoken o f the AfieíTms (from a 
miftaken Pafiage o f  Marco Polo) have con- 
foundcd thofe o f  Syria, with thofe o f  Periîa, 
who are the Muletans, and have thought 
that there were no other AiTefîîns but thofe 
o f  Syria, whofe M etropolis was M ulet. But 
Benjamin explains the Venetian Traveller, 
by diftinguiihing the AiTeiîins o f Syria, whofe 
M etropolis was Korm os, from the Muletans 
o f Perfia, who are a People, and not a 
C ity ; whofe chief Reiîdence (according to 
H aython) was T igad o. H e moreover ac- 
quaints us with the Extent o f  their Country ; 
that they were a T error to their N eigh- 
bours j that they waged W ar againft Chrif- 
tians in general, and the K ing o f  Tripoli in 
particular. It is from Benjamin, that we 
know that the Druziens (for D ogzien is a 
Corruption o f  D ruzicnj were in Syria in the 
Beginning o f  the twclfth Century ; that

the



they ftill praÃifed the infamoiis Tenets o f  
their Founders, that thpy believed the M e- 
tempfychoris, & c. T hough  we cannot con- 
líder him as an E ye W itnefs o f  ali which 
he defcribes, we muft however çonfider him 
as a W itnefs o f  what paiTed, o f  what vvas 
faid, o f  what was believed, a n d o f what was 
read, by the Literati o f  thofe Tim es ; and 
his Book may be regarded as a choice F rag
ment, or Extradt o f  many Books or R e
lations, the greater Part o f  which never 
came down to us, and the Reft (whofe 
Names are generally mif-fpelt) are known to 
the prefent A g e  only by Hear-fay. (6) B ut 
the chief U fe which I wiih to make o f the 
Book, is to confirm thofe luke-warm and 
indiffèrent Chriftians, in the Principies o f  
that holy Religion, which they make Pro- 
feiTion o f ;  and to combat the Errors and 
Impenitence o f  the Jews, by their own 
VVeapons. W h o will not be aftoniilied and 
feized with a religions Fear? W ho will not 
be affed^d with Compaiîion and Indig
nation, by a D ifcovery o f  the Ignorance, 
Blindnefs, and Puerility o f  the Teachers o f  
that People, who were once fo cheriihed, and 
highly favoured by the Alm ighty ; who were 
once entruiled with the Oracles o f  divine 
T ruth , and are now fo difperfed, fo affliél- 

D  ed,

(6) T he two orthree laft Pages contain the Subilance of 
an Hebrevv Pamphlet, printed 1774., by Order of the So- 
eicty for proiuoting Chriftian Knowledge.



ed, and torm ented-, y et, who, am idilthèîr 
manifold M isfortunes, are ftill the famé ftiiF- 
necked People, feeding on Chimeras and 
ridiculoiis Delufions, comforting themfelves 

iwith vain H opes and delufive Expedations, 
chufing rather to diibelieve the Father, than 
believe on the Son, and to be at the greateft 
Pains to mifconftruél and obfcure the L a w  
and the Prophets, rather than fubmit to be 
faved in that way, which the G od  o f  their 
Fathers has appointed, (7) H ow  alarmingiy 
is the following Oracle fulfilled in you, ye 
wandering Sheep o f the H oufe o f  ïfraei! 
T h is  Book will be read by many o f  you^ 
to you therefore, I now addrefs m yfelf.—  
Stay ÿourfelves, fays the Prophet, and woiv- 
der i cry ye out and cry, they are drunken, 
but not with W in e j theyftagger, but not 
with itrong Drink. For the Lord hath 
poured out upon you the Spirit o f  deep 
Sleep, and hath clofed your Eycs : the P ro 
phets and your Rulers, the Seers hath he 
covered. Therefore, behold, I will pro- 
ceed to do a marvellous W ork among this 
X^eople, even a marvellous W o rk  and a 
W onder : for the W ifdom  o f their W ife 
M en ihall periih, and the Underftanding o f  
their prudent Men ihall be hid. “  It is 
“  now above feventeen hundred Years fmce 
“  you have been removed into ail the K ing- 
“  doms o f  the Earth, without a K ing, 
“  without a Sacrifice, without an A ltar,

“  v.'irhoiit



wîthout an Ephod, and without T éra- 
“  phim ’* W h at is the Reafon o f  this your 
long and deplorable Captivity ? confult the 
Records o f  your own H iftory, and you will 
there find that your Fathers for the moft 
perverfe Rébellion and Apoftacy, were only 
puniiKed with feventy Years Captivity ; and 
even during that T im e, God fent his Pro- 
phets, by whofe Preaching they were calied 
to Repentance, and comforted with the 
Promife o f  Deliverance. But how differ
ent, alas ! is your prefent Situation ; well 
might ye fay, we fce not our Sighs, there 
is not one Prophet left, neither is there 
among us any that knoweth how long. From 
all which you muft reafonably conclude, 
that there is fome particular and heinous 
Sin lying upon your Nation, on Account o f 
whieh the G od o f  your Fathers has become 
your Enem y, A n d what can this Sin be, 
but your having crucified and flain j your 
having reje<5led and ftill continuing to rejeét 
that Prophet, whom G od, according to his 
Promife, and your own Defire, raifed you 
up from among your Brethren, like unto 
Mofes, even Jefus o f  N azareth, the Saviour 
and true M efllah, befides whom, none ever 
arofe, who could anfwer that Charaéler; 
none who was like him, a Law giver and 
Mediator o f  a Covenant between G od and 
Man ; none like him in all the Signs and 

D  2 W onders

Ifa. 29, 9. lOt 14. Hof. 3. 4. Ffal. 74. 9.
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W onders whrch the L ord  fent him to dô* 
H  is Blood, according to the Requeft o f your 
Fathers lies on you their Children, there- 
fore hath G od puniihed you with this long 
and perpetual Captivity, and nothing but 
your Converfion to the T ru th , as it is in 
Jefus, will be the Means o f  your Deliver- 
ance. Y e  M en o f  Ifrael, H ow  long w ill you 
fight againft the T ruth ? H ow  long will you 
refift its Îhining and convincing Pow er ? 
fearch your own Scriptures with Impar- 
tiality and devout Attention ; compare 
them with the L ife  o f  Jefus, written by 
four unexceptronable Hiftorians, and you 
will clearly fee that the Prophecies o f  th-e 
Meflîah are undoubtedly fulfilled in him ; 
you will be convinced that Jefus o f  N a- 
fareth is the Perfon, to whom you wiU 
find yourfelv^es obliged to have Recourfe ; 
and having in vain looked for others, 
to look upon him for H opes o f  Deliver- 
ance. For according to the Teftim onies 
o f  your Prophets, the Sceptre was not 
to départ from Judah, nor a L aw giver 
from between his Feet, until Shiioh came ; 
and unto him was to be the Garhering o f  
the People : the Glory o f the latter
H oufe was to be greater than that o f the 
former, for the L ord , even the MeiTenger 
®f the Covenant, was fuddenly to come to

his.
Deut, i8. i 8.>*-34.» iq . ib.



his Tem ple : he was to be born o f  a V ir
gin, at Bethlehem Ephratah -, and to grow 
up before the L ord  as a tender Plant, and 
as a Root out o f  a dry Ground, having no 
Form ñor Comelinefs, but defpifed and re- 
jeóled o f M en : he was to preach good 
Tidings unto the m eek, was to bind up the 
Broken-Hearted, to proclaim L ib erty  to the 
Captives, and the opening o f  the Prifon to 
them that were bound: he was to be a Stone 
refufed o f the Builders, but to become the 
Head-Stone o f  the Córner : he was to be 
fold for the Price o f  thirty Pieces o f  Silver: 
one o f his own familiar Friends, who did 
eat o f his Bread, was to iift up his H eel 
againít him : H e was to give his Back to 
the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them that 
plucked ofF the H air ; and not to hide his 
Face from Shame and Spitting : H e was to 
be numbered among the TranfgreíTors, 
though he had done no Violence, neithc 
was any Deceit in his M outh : H is Enemies 
were to part his Garments among them, 
and caft L o ts  upon his Vefture : l 'h e y  were 
alfo to give him Gall for his M eat, and 
Vinegar in his thirft to D rink ; and not- 
withftanding the M alice o f  his Enemies, he 
was to make Interceflion for them : H e was 
to be pierced, to be eut o ff out o f  the Land

o f

G en . 49. 10. Hag. a. 9. M al. 3. i .  Tfa. 7 .14 . M ic. 
5. z . Ifa. 53. 2. 3. and 61. i .  Pf^l. 118. z z . Zcc, 11. 12. 
lía, 5 0 .6 ,  lía .  53. 12. 9. Pial, 3z. 18. '
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o f  the L iv in g , and to be buried; bnt, haV« 
ing poured out his Soul unto Death, he wax 
not to be left in the G rave, but was to fee 
his Seed to prolong his D ays, and the 
Plcafure o f  the L ord  was to profper in his 
H and : H e was to go up on high, and to 
lead Captivity captive-, to iit at the right 
H and o f  G od, until all his Enemies ihould 
be made his Footftool. T h e  Spirit was to 
be poured out upon his Servants ; H e was 
to ftand for an Enfign o f the People, to 
whoni the Gentiles fiiould feek ; the liles 
weie to wait for his Law , and he was to be 
for Salvation unto the Ends o f  the Earth, 
M en and Brethren, we know that Jefus 
crucified hath been the great ftum bling 
Block which has lain in your way, to pre- 
vent your coming to him as the promifed 
Mefliah. But you plainly fee, from the 
Prophecies before mentioned, as you like- 
wife may from man y others, that he m ult 
have been put to Death, otherwife he could 
not have been the Meflïah : F or he was ap- 
pointed by the Grace and M ercy o f  G od to 
be the Propitiation for the Sins o f  M ankind. 
On him the L ord  laid the Iniquities o f  us 
ail : H e  bore our Griefs and carried our 
Sorrows, H e was wounded for our Tranf- 
greifions, H e was bruifed for our Iniquitiesy' 
the Chaftifement o f our Peace was upon

him

Pfal. 69. zik Ifa. 5 3 ,9 .12 . Pfal. 16. 10. Ifa« 53. io¿ 
Pf;il. 68. 18. Ffils 110. I . joe! i .  28. Jla, 11. »0. .IftK 
4 : . 4. Ifa. 49. 6. ,
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him, and with his Stripes we arc heaîed. 
H e  was the only true and effedual Atone- 
ment for the Sins o f  the W orld , o f whom 
ail the Sacrifices o f  old were but Types and 
Figures. F or it was not poiTible that the 
Blood o f  Bulls and o f  Goats fliould take 
away Sins ; and therefore the U fe o f  
Sacrifices under the Law , was to atone for 
ceremonial Defilements, or at moft for Sins 
o f Ignorance and Infirmity ; whilft no E x 
piation was provided for prefumptuous 
Tranfgreflions. A n  Atonement for thefe 
could be made only by that Sacrifice, which 
was o f  infinitely greater Value in the Sight 
o f  God, than thoufands o f Rams, the 
preciousDeath and SufFerings o f  the M efliah, 
who, in the fullnefs o f  T im e, was to be 
eut OÍF, but not for himfelf. A llow in g, 
however the great Efficacy o f  thofe Sacri
fices which were ofFered under the L aw , 
you have them not to fly to for Refuge : 
they liave long ceafed among you, and 
left you deftitute o f  any certain H ope that 
God will accept your Repentance, and blot 
out your Mifdeeds. Y ou r L aw  exprefsly de
clares that it is the Blood that maketh atone
ment for the Soul : i f  then you are without 
H ope in the Blood o f  Chrift, who was to 
cauîe your Sacrifices and Oblations to ceafe^ 
where elfe will you feek for the Propitiation 
o f  your Sins in your laft H our, when you 
are about to leave this W orld, and going to

ap.
*¡,.. 4 lia*  5«: S> Num» 15 . 30, D an, 9. 26,



appear în the Prefence o f  a righteous G od, 
who will bring every W ork into Judgm ent, 
with every fecret T h in g , whether it be good 
or whether it be E v il ! W hen Rabbi Joc- 
hanan Ben Zachai was fick, his Difciplcs 
came to vifit him, and vvhen he faw them 
he began to weep. T h ey  faid to him, R ab
bi, the L ig h t  o f Ifrael, the right hand P il
lar, the ftrong H am m er, wherefore doft 
thou weep ? H e anfwered them, I f  they 
werc carrying me before a K ing o f  Fleíh and 
Blood, who is here to D ay, and to morrow 
in the Grave -, who if  he were angry with 
me, his Anger would not laíl for ever ; i f  
he put me in Bondage, his Bondage would 
not be everlafting ; i f  he condemned me to 
Death, that Death would not be eternal •, 
whom I could footh with W ord s, or bribe 
w ith Riches. Y e t  even in thefe Circum - 
ftances 1 íhould weep ; But now I am going 
before the K ing o f  K ings, the holy and 
the blefied G od, who liveth and endureth 
for ever and ever ; who, i f  he is angry with 
me, his A n ger will laft for ever ; if he puts 
me in Bondage, his Bondage will be ever
lafting ; i f  he condemns me to Death, that 
Death will be eternal -, whom I cannot footh 
with W ords, ñor bribe with Riches : W h en, 
further, there are- before me two ways, the 
one to H ell and the other to Paradife, and
I know  not to which they are carrying me. 
Shall I not weep ? “  Berachoth, Fol. 28. p. 2. 
In this State o f Uncertainty will you all live^

ñüd



and in Defpair will yon all die, unlefs yott 
fpeedily lay hold on the Skirts o f  that Jew , 
Jefus Chrift the righteous, who is the only 
Propitiation for your Sins. Be ye therefore 
no longer ftifF necked as your Fathers were, 
but yield yourfelves unto him, that you 
may at length find Deliverance out o f  all 
your Afflictions ; be reinftated in the Favor o f  
God j be Fartakers o f  the ineftimable Be- 
nefits and Privilèges o f  the new Covenanü, 
and that we may altogether become at lail 
one Fold, under one Shepherd, Jefus Chrift 
the righteous. M any o f  you are almoji, i f  
not altogether Chriftians, your L ives and 
Aélions declare it in Spite o f  yourfelves ; I 
hope the D ay o f  your Redemption draweth 
nigh, you have my beft W iihes for the fpeedy 
Accom pliihment o f  it ; for my hearty D e- 
fire and Frayer to G od for Ifrael is, that 
they may be faved. Gratitude will not 
permit me to conclude this Diflertation with- 
out thanking my numerous and very re- 
fpeélable Subfcribers, for enabling me to 
teach Rabbi Benjamin the E ngliihLanguage, 
and in Order to perpetuate their good  ̂
Opinion, humbly requeft that they will 
not partially anticipate greater T hings o f  
the Tranflation, than the N ature o f  the 
Original will admit of, left, upon Enquiry, 
that trite Adage,

Parturiunt Montes  ̂ nafcetur ridiculus Mus, 
Be applied to their much obliged,

and very humble Servant,
B . G  E  R  R  A  N  S.



T R A N S L A T I O N

o  F T H E

H e b r e w  P r é f a c é .

I S  Book contains îhe Relatiom ( i )  o f 
a certain Man of the Kingâom of NavarrCy 

named Rabbi Benjamin, Son o f Jonab o f Tu- 
delà, ( i j  (may bis Name he had in Honor 
among Pojieriiy.) This Man, as it appears in 
the foilowing Memoirs, hy one continued Journey  ̂
traveüed over a great many of the moji remote 
Countries  ̂ and wherever he came, he took down 
in fVriting, whatever he either faw , or beard 
from the Mouths of thofe Men, wbo deferved

Belief-y

(1 )  I  tranflate ■'SDlff Relations, or Storiei
related by Benjamin to his Acquaintance, aftcr his fup- 
pofed Retum. From which it appears that the W riter 
o f  this Préfacé, whoever he was, did not think that our 
Auihor evcr publiihed his Travels during his Life-Tim e, 
nor even that thcy were publiihed from his original Papers ; 
but that the Book was made up aftcr his Death, by thofe 
Jews to whom he had rclated his Adventares.

(2) Tudela is a City of the ancient Kingdom o f Navarrt, 
fubjcél to the K in g of Spain, pleafantly fituated on that 
Spot, where the Quelles empties itfelf into the River Ebro ; 
4.8, or according to others 58 Miles fouth of Pampelona, 
and 54. North of SaragoiTa. It is walled, and has feverai 
Churches and Convents, with a ftately Bridge over the 
Ebro.



Belief', whofe good Report (^ ) haã alreat^ 
reached the Land of the Sephardim. He like- 
•wife makes mention of many Princes and il- 
líijtrious Perfonages  ̂ who dweît in tbe different 
Places which he came to : ali ’ívhich Tbin^s bê  
ai bis Return brougbt back with bim to CaJlUe, 
in tbe Tear ^3 3, (O r  1 173 o f tbe Cbrif- 
tian Æ ra.) Tbe abovementioned R M i  Benjamin  ̂
was moreover a Per fon of fine Parts, keen Pe~ 
netration, and found Judgement, and well ac- 
quainted witb the Lnw. Aftcr tbe mojí criticai 
and impartial Enqtiity, it appears, that the 
iVords of bis Mouth  ̂ were the IVords of Sober- 
nefs and íTruth : for he was a trm Man.

(3) Thofe who were not oniy celebrated in their own 
Couiitiy, but whofc Fame, had reached the Ears of his 
Brethrcn in Spain. T hus in ihe Syriae Vcrlion o f

<r» r
•tlie New Teftamcnt, M at. 4. Z4- cn O ¿ A nd his

Fame was nolfed abroad, &c. The modern J«ws 
- call Spain the Land o f Scpharad ; France the Land o f 

Zarephath, or Zorphath; Germany the Land o f Aflikenaz. 
They call the Greeks and T urks, Javanites and Togar- 
mains, or Defcendants o f Javan and Togarma ; a»d pré
tend to derive their Authority from Gen. 10. & Obad. v. ao.

(+)— 933* which as the Cuftom is among them, the
/J

thoufands are omitted j to which they add psV which is 
an Abbreviation of pop ü̂ rjip according to the fmalleft 
Computation. W e copy their Example, and even exceed 
tlicm, when \vé fay, or date our Letters in the Year 83,&c.

T H E



T  PÍ E

T  R A  V  E  L  S

0  F

R a b b i B e n j a m i n ,

0  F

(5)  L A U D A B L E  M E M O R Y .

C  H  A  p . I.

Rïïut front Saragojpi  ̂ io Marfeilles, hy the ÎVay of 

Bczi'crs, Montpelur, Lunel^ and Beaucaire,

/■ ’ l  \  H U  S faith R abbi Benjamin, Son o f
I  Jonah, o f  laudable M em ory. I iht out 

upon m y T ravels from ( i ) SaragoiTa, and 
had an agreeable PaiTage on the R iver Ebro to 
l'o r lo fa  : from  vvhence I went in tw o D ays to 
T arracone, which h  the modem Tarragona, an 
ancient C ity  near the Sea, built by the Giants

and
Il ,

(5) Vr or W hîch is ufually franflated
o f happy, pious, laudable, or blefled Memory, according 
to the Dignity and Importance o f the Saint or Rabbi 
alludcd to.

( i  ) Saragofa, or SaragoiTa, in the Kingdom o f Arragon, 
was by the ancient Romans named Cæfar Augufta, from 
Augultus Cæfar the Founder ; yet if  we may credit Pliny, 
he was rather the Beautifier and Improver, than the Found
er, for he tells us tbat this City was formcrly called SaU 
duba, Am ne Ibero aífufa. Plin, 1 . 8, c. j .



(2) and Javaniíes ; the Buildings o f  w hich arc 
not to be eqiialied in ail the Land o f  Sepharad. 
From henee yoii go, in tw o  Days to Barcelona ; 
where you find a holy C ollège o f  w iiè and pru
dent M en, w ho haveam ong them moft excellent 
rrefidents and Rulers, nam ely Rabbi Seiath, 
Rabbi Schealthiei, R . Solomon, the Son o f  
R . Abraham , the Son o f  R . H hafdai, o f  
hnppy M em ory. T h is  is a final! yet elegant 
C ity, fituated on the Sea Shore, and as it 

' lies very convenient for T rad e, is frequented by 
Merchants from ail Parts, j)articularly from the 
Land o f  Javan, which is Greece; Pifa  G enoa, 
S k ily , Alexandria in E gyp t, from the Land o f  
Ifrael, and ail the Confines thereof ; from hencc 
you go in a D ay and b a lf to Gerunda, the mo
dem Gircna, in Caialonioy where you find a  
iiiiall Collège o f  Jews, T h ree  D ays aiter you 
leave Gerunda, you arrive at Narbonne, w hich  
C ity  is the (3 ) ch ie f o f  the L aw , and from thence 
the L aw  flows or is communicated to ail Countries. 
Here you find molt excellent R abbis, men o f 
princeJy R ank ; the ch ie f o f  whom  is R . K alo- 
nimus, Son o f  the great princely R . 7'heodore, 
o f bleiTed M em ory, w ho accvording to his own 
GeneaJogy, is deicended from the Stock and 
Lineage o f  D avid : this M an has large Poi* 
feffions and Farm s, which have been given him 
by the Lords o f that Country, and w'hich N o - 
body can take from him. A m ong thoiè o f  the 
firil R ank muft likevirifè be reckoned R . A bra
ham, Head o f  the Sanhedrim, likew ife R .

E  M achir

( î )  Giants, the original Word is wV-S? Anakin, or Son» 
of Aiiak (fo called from a Chain or Collar, which he 
wore about his Neck) who is £ii(i to bç the firft Parent and 
Propagator of ihe Race o f Giants after the Flood.

(3) Chief of the Lavj, ©V.] £0 called, not for its A n - 
tiqiiity, but for the Dignity and Importance o f the Rabbis, 
who then reCded in it.
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M ach ir, and R . Jehiida, and many other D if. 
cíples o f  the w iíe M en like unto (4) them  ; there 
Jived in this Place, aboiit thís T im e , near three 
hiindred Jew s. (5) Bedras lies (6) four Paraíangs 
l'rom this Place, vvhere there is a C cllege o f (7) 
the D iíciples'of the w ife M en, the ch ief among 
w hom  are R . v̂ ôlomon ííalap h ta, a n d R , Jofeph, 
iSon o f R .N ath an ie i o f  pious M em ory. Leaving 
líedras, yon go iii two Day? to M ontpelier, (8) 
a Place well adapted for l'ra d e , about two Pa-

raíangs

(4.) Like unto tbem.'\ Not .e<jual, but bearing fome Re- 
•fcinblance. T he Phrafe (fays C . L ’Bmpemir) is taken 
f’rcm Gen. ii. t 3. and ao.

(5) The original W ord is which from ihe Rout
ct>r Author is fuppofed to take, ►can be no other than 
Beziers in France.

(6) Four Parafangs, or Cxteen M iles.— Concerning Pa- 
ralangs, &c. íce llie DiíTcrtaticm.

(.7) By this Phrafe, which 1 h^vcítranfiatcd Difciples of
the wife M en.------Enquirers after W ifdom.------ Philofo-
phers, &c. He does not mean Boys, or young Men orly ; 
but thofe of moreadvanced Years, who were abJe to teach 
oüiers. A s  the Greeks ftiled themlelves Lovers of Learii- 
ing, or Philoíbphers ; fo the Jews called themfelves D ií- 
cípJes of the wife Men.

( 5J) The Hebrew Ñame is r p j  *in or the Mount of 
Trem bling. T his Ñame is given to a Place in the Holy 
Land, to the Norih o f Joflíua’s Bui'yiiig-Place, which 
M ounf, the Jews tell us, íhook and trembled, becaiife the 
Chiidren of Ifrael did not mourn enough for Joíhua. 
Ptolcmy calis it AyaBv Latin W riters, Mons
Peflulanus. Our Author, by keeping too clofe to the 
Scripture Ñames of Places, frequently hecomes obfcure, 
and fometimes unintelligible. Montpelier, at prefent, be- 
fides its Univerfity, and Schools o f Medicine, hoalls a 
Royal Academy o f Sciences ; which is compoíed o f fue 
honorary Members, three Phyficians, three Altronomers, 
three Mathemaiicians, three Chymifts, and three Botanifts. 

-— The great Rabelais was o f this Univerfity ; and his 
Gown and Cap are (lili prelerved, wi(h a kind of religious 
Vénération, and ufcd in the Ceremony in confeiTing the 
Degiee of D oílor,
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rafangs íro m th e  Sea, much frequented by gre.it 
Num'bers of  Edomites and Ilhmaelites íVom cvery

Sp2
and Inhabitaiits o f  Piíh, ío that there are to b\; 
foiind here Men o f  aJl Nations and Lan¿uages. 
There are in the fame Place, the nioít í'amous 
Jewiíli Philofophers o f  this prelent A g e ,  the 
ch ie fo f  w honiare R. Reuben, the Son o f  T h e o 
dore, and R. Nath in, Son o f  R. Zacharias, alfo 
R . Samuel, their Principa!; lalily R .Sch elem ji,  
together with R. Mordecai, o f  happy A'Iemory, 
Some o f  thein are very rich, and are-therefore 
very bountiíul to their poor Brethren, hoípitably 
entertaining them , and manfully ftanding in the 
Breach (9) for all thoíe, who place themíelves 
under their Proteélion. ( lo ^ ^ iin e l  is foiir Pa- 
raíáng<5 Irom henee, w her^tt^re is a holy C o l
lège of Ifraelites, who fludy the La\v D a y  and 
Nighr. Here fome T ime ago dweit "our great 
Kabbi Mefchulam, o f  happy M em ory; and in 
the íame Place live his íive Sons, who are great 
Philolóphers and very rich, i. e. R, Joleph, R .  
líáac, R. Jacob, R . Aaron, and R. Aíher, a de'- 
vout iVIan, who being íeparated (11)  írom all 

E  2 worldly

(9) T he original phrafe is taken from Pfalm 106, 23, 
which wá read in our Tranllation,— “  liad  not Mofes Iiíb 
cholen ítood btfore iiim in the Breach.

10, Lunel. Baratier tranflates,— Trois Para fanges, ihrec 
Parafangs. Though all the Co|)ies read four.

(1 1)  Sifaratâiï, & c.]  By which he means that Rabhi 
Aflier was a Pliarifee, who exceedcd in Severity and M or
tification, the Kcít of that Order, for I do not fnid that 
thcy were forbidden the Ufe of animal Food.—  Rabbi Na>. 
than in Aruch, commenting on the Word tells \if>,
it was one who feparates himfeif from all Uncleannefs, 
and fiom pollutcd Food ; and finally from tht coinmou

People



worldly Biifinefs, ftudies the L a w  D ay and Niglit 
(mortifying) and affliding hioiièlf  very much, 
and never eatin^ Animal Food. T'his Man is 
well ikilled in the Talmudic Writings. Here 
you likewiiè ineet with that great R  Moiès GilTo, 
and K . Samuel (Hhafan) (12) R . Soiomon (1 3 )  

the Priait, w iih  R . Jehuda (14) the Phyfician, 
the Son o f  'l'ibbon the Spaniard, ail the Jcw s 
v h o  corne to this Place to be inlirudted in the 
L a w  from the moü diftant Countries are kindiy 
received, and iuppÜeJ with Food, Cloaths, fie .  
at the publick Charge, l 'h e y  really are wi/è 
and holy M en, diligent Obfèrvers o f  the Pre- 
cepts ; always ready to aiîîit and proteél their 
Brethren, whether Neighbours or Foreigners. 
T'his Place contains about three hundred Jews

(whom
People, who wcre carelefs anà indiffèrent in the Choîce o f 
their V iflu ils . A s  the Jews looked upon this Name in a 
very honourable Light, fo St. Paul, in his EpilUe to the 
Phil. 3, 5. fpeaking o f the Jewi/li Doilors, tells them 
thathe was in no wife their Inferior in thofe Thiiigs which 
were honourable and advantageous ainong them, but was 
yccT» vo¡A,o» <I>açicraioç as touching the Law a Pharifce. A  fi- 
milar PalTage occurs, Aé\s i6 , 5.

(12) The Word Tfrîmeans a Reader, a Preacher, School- 
marter, fometimes aProfeflbr in fomc Collège ; and Cod. 
JVIaccoth, ch 3. par. 12, an Executioner.

(13) Solbinofj.] He is cominonly called by the Jews, 
'•¿■n i. c. Rabbi Soiomon Jarchi (or rather Jerachi) 
Iroin the City Luncl, which takcs its naine from n'T' 
Jareach, Luna the Moon. He is allb called Rabbi Solo- 
nion ll'acides, from his Father’s Name. He died Anne 
Doinini 1105, topeîher with his Di'ciple, whu compofed 
fhol'e Piayers, called, ilTHO or the Circle, which contain 
mnny bitter Inventives againft Chriftians in general, and 
the Church o f Rome in particular, 'l'his is one o f Benja- 
min’s Eirors in Chronology, for ’ün was dead long 
before.

(14) R . Judah,&c. He was the Father o f that Rahhi . 
Samuel, who tranllated the Morc-Ncbochim ofM aim onidei 
out o f Arabie, into Hebrcw,



(whom mny the R o ck  and Redeemer o f  Ifrael 
prelèrve.) T h is  l 'own lies tvvoParaiangs from the 
Sea. Poticaires or Bcnucaire  ̂ a very large l 'o w n ,  
is tvvo Parafangs from henee, in which are near 
forty Jews, and a celebrated Univerfity, govern- 
ed by that excellent ProfeiTor, R. Abraham, i-’oa 
o f  R. David, o f  h a p ^  M emory, deiervedly cele
brated for his good Deeds, his profoiind Kno'^v- 
ledge in the Talm ud as well as Scriptures. His 
Famé is fo great, that Pupils reíòrt to him from 
the molt diitant Countries for Improvement ia 
the L a w , who find with him every Accom m o
dation neceiTary to accelerate their Studies, and 
ail who are indigent are provided foraccording to 
their VVants (he being very rich) from his own 
j)rivate Purfe. Here are other Philoiophers, 
likewife in this Place, namely R. Jofej)h, . on of 
R. Menahem, R. Benbenichath, R . Benjamin, 
R. Abraham, and R. liaac, Son o f  R. M o % ,  
of happy M emory. 7 'he l'ovvn o f  Nogres 
(which is aifo caPed BorüU¿h o f
Giles) lies about three l^araiangs from Poticaires. 
Here dwell about ahundred Jewiih Philoiophers, 
the chief of whom are R. liaac, Son o f  R . 
Jacob, R . Abraham, Son o f  R . Juda, R. Eli-  
ezer, R. Ifaac, R. Mofes, and R, Jacob, the Son 
o f  the great R. Levi of biefied Memory. T h is  
Place is frequented by Jews from various Nations, 
and lilands, being not above three Miles diftant 
from th e '^ ea ,  on the very Banks of the great 
River Rhône, which waihes the whole Province, . 
Here dwcll R . Abbi-Mari, a Man o f  princely 
Rank, a n d R . Ifaac of bleiTed Memory, Præfeôt 
to the Governor Damon. l 'h re e  Paral'angs be- 
yond this 7 'ovvn lies the City o f  Arles, in which 
are tvvo hundred Jews, the chief of whom  arc 
R. Moiés, R ,  ^'obi2s, R . Ifaiah and R .  Solo- 

E  3 mon,
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mon, the greal R. N athan, a n d R . Abba-Mari, 
o f  laudable M em ory. From Arles you go in 
three Days to Marieilles, in w hich  are many 
very illuftrious and wife Men, inibmuch that 
there are two Synagogues in i t;  containing near 
three hundred Jevv? each, one o f  which israther 
low, as to its Situation, and hangs over the Sea 
Shore, the other is likewiiè near the Sea, but 
fituated exceeding high on a Fortrefs, containing 
a venerable Collège o f  the Diiciples of the vviiè 
JVIen, R. birneon, the Son of R .  Antoli, R. 
Jacob, his Brother, and R . Lebaro, are Govern- 
ors o f  the higher Synagogue, and R . Jacob 
Phirphieno, a very rich M an, R. Abraham and 
i i s  ü on -in -L aw  R .  M eir, R .  liàac, and that 
other M eir, o f  laudableMemory, prefide over the 
lower T h is  Maritime C ity  is very famous for 
its Commerce.

C  H  A  P. II.

From Marfeillts-, through Genoa  ̂ Lucca^
to Romiy xvith fome Account of the îaji mentioned 
City.

P 'R O M  ( i )  Marfeilles you embark for Genoa, 
"  another maritime 7 'own, and get there in 

al)out four Days. Flere live îw'o Je^vs, R .  Samuel, 
the Son o f  Celam, and his Brothers they are N a 
tives o f  Sabatha (vuhich is the modem Vadi) 
and gaod M en. ^i'he City  is encompaifed with

a Wall,

( i )  Marfeilles'] A  very ancient, large, rich, and populous 
City in Frai.ce, fitu.iied on the Coaft of the; M editenaneaa 
Sea, where it has a fufe and fpacious Harbour, about 7 
lla g u e s  iVom A ix  to the South, and fourteen tVom Arles 
t« the South Ëaft,



a W a ll ,  fubjeél to no K ing, but governed by 
Senstors, who are a})pointed l>y the common 
i:'uftrages o f the People. Ail the Inhabitants 
have Turrets on the tops o f  their Houfes, froni 
whence in T im e s  o f  civil Commotion, they 
make W a r  upon each other. T h e  Genoefe are 
Lords o f  the Océan, having a great N iim b e r o f  
light, nimble Ships called Galieys, which are 
perpetually icouring the Seas for Plunder and 
Spoils, which they bring back to Genoa. T h e v  
are at W ar with the People o f  Pifa, w ho li\*e 
about two Days JoiiiTiey from henee. T h is  
City is very large, ornamented with ten thoulànd 
''l'urrets, from which they annoy their Enemies, 
and defénd themièlves, in T im e  o f  civil Com * 
motions, like the Genoefe. 7 'he Citizens are 
brave M en, fubjeét to no K ing or Prince vvhat- 
ever ; but are governed by Senators o f  their own 
chniîng; there are about twenty Jews in it, the 
chief o f  whom  are R . Mofes, R .  Hajim and R. 
Jofeph, of laudable M emory, l 'h e  City  has no 

•«Wall round it, and is four Miles d iibn t  from the 
Sea, but has a navigable River, ibr the con- 
venience o f  their Velfels, which runs into the 
very City. Lucca (where there are about forty 
Jews) lies four Paraiàngs from Pifa, it is a large 
C ity :  the moil eminent o f  the Jews, w ho te- 
fiile here are R . I^avid, R  Samuel, and R . Jacol». 
From henee you g o i n f i x O a y s  to that mighty 
Rome, which is the Metropolis o f  the Edr.mites; 
about two hundred Jews reiide in this C ity ,  
honorable M en, w ho pay l 'ribute to no Power 
whatever : many o f  whom are in the Service o f  
Pope Alexander, who is a very great Prince, 
and ch ief o f  the Edomitiili Religion; h e re 'are 
likewife to be met with  íòme very great Philo- 
iophers, the ch ie f  of whom are the great R .

Daniel,



Daniel, and R . Jehiel, the Pope’s Minifter, a 
handfome young M an, wiiè and prudent ; who 
fréquents the Pope’s Palace, be in gch ie f  Steward 
or Manager o f  his AfFairs. T h is  M an is the 
Defcendant o f  R. Nathan, the Author o f  
Ariich, together with the Commentaries K . 
Joab, Son o f  the great R . Solomon,R. Menahem, 
Head of the A cadem y, R . Jehiel, who lives on 
the other Side o f  the T y b e r ,  and R .  Benjamin, 
the Son o f  R. ï-chabtai, of laudable M emory, 
are al! Men o f  N ote and Eminence. R om e is 
divided into tvvo Parts, between which the l ' y -  
ber runs in fuch a Manner, as to afîord the 
Traveller  an agreeable V ie w  o f  both Parts of the 
C ity ,  from the River. In the former Part is the 
greut high Place, (2) called Peter o f  Rom e,

likewife

( ï )  A il the Commentators and Tranflators have grofsly 
mil'underftood this Pàfl'ige. C . L ’ Empereur renders riD3  
Kamah, by Templum, and Baratier by Eglife. T h o ’ the 
Place alluded to is unJoubtedly St. Petcr’s Church, and 
no other, yet the impénitent Benjamin never meant to ho
nor any Chriltian Edifice with tliat Epithet, miich lefs St. 
Petcr’ s, but called it an high Place, meaningan idolatrous 
high Place, as Bamah fignifies in the 88. when
the infpircd Writers fpeak of, or allude to, ihe iJo- 
latrous Places of Wor/hip of the ancieiît llraelites, and 
their Neighbours, from whom they borrowed thofe fuper- 
flitious Cultoms, &c. NTi’ 3  is again tranflated St. 
Peter’s, but U’S^Shel, which is hcre rendercd by the Word 
Saint, is only a Sign o f the Genitive Cafe, for the Je^s rever 
lionor Chriitians with that T iile , but are very liberal of it 
to th: Maints of the Old Tellament. Thus Benjamin, 
when fpcakingcf Abraham, Elijah, Samuel, &c. writes 

SaintAbraliam,n"?i< oJC SaintElijah k̂iOU/ 
Saint Samuel.

The Aiabian Geographer o f Nubia calis Rome one 
o f the Pillars of the Na7arenes, by which he means Chrii
tians. He afterwards fays it was the greateft j that the reft 
were Antioch, Alexardria, and Jeruialem.

T o  tUc Namc ol Peter the iame Author adds that pi 
Paul.



1 kewife the Palace o f  Juliiis Cæfar, the Great, 
with many Edifices and publick W ork s ,  w hich  
are not to bs eqiialled by any in the whole 
Worid. l 'h is  C ity ,  includin|^ thofe Parts which 
are inhabiteJ, and thofe which are in Ruins, oc- 
ciipies a S})ace o f  Ground o f  about twenty-foiir
(3) Miles in Extent : it contains the fouricore 
Palaces o f  fouricore Kings ; w hofor their K n o w 
ledge of their own L aw , are called Emperors, 
from the Reign o f  Tarquín, to the Reign o f  
Pipus(4) rh e F a th e ro f  Charles, vvhowas the firft 
thnt iubjeéled al! the land of Sepharad to his 
Aiithority, and drove out the Iflimaclites. T h ere  
is to be ieen without Rom e, the Palace o f  Titus ; 
vvho was rejedied by 500 Senators, for his Difo- 
bedience, having ipent three Years in the Siego 
of Jerufaiem, which was one- Y e a r  more than 
they had decreed for that Purpoie. Here is like- 
wiie the Pnlsce o f  the Emperor Vefpafian,

jjÃJj  xwÂíXiÍ 

U^ îX^b V.. X̂ jLc

“  Witilin the Citv is a large Chiircli, dedicated to the 
“  Apottlcs Peier and Paul, who lie lhere in two Scpulchres. 
“  The Length of the Cliurch is three Hundred Cubits. T hs 
“  Pillars o f it are of molten Brm's,and the W alls are like- 
“  wifí covereJ (or wrought ovcr) with yellow Brafs.”

(3) Taventy four'] T he Arabian Gcographer fa\'s nine 
Miles. But this may eafily be reconciled, by conndcring 
that^he comprehends only thst Part o f Rome which wrts 
inhabited, while our Author raíces in both that which wds 
inhabited, and that which was laid wafte.

(4) Pipiis, He means Pépin the Fathcr o f Charlemain, 
whofe Hiltory is too well known to need a Comment iii 
this Place. Thi^, together with the Account which Ben
jamin gives us o f Titus, &c. ihews us how littlc the Jews 
wciC acquainied with Hiftory.



w hich  has the Appearance o f  a CÎtadel o r  For- 
irel?, and is a very large and ful)Ü.intiai Build
ing. T'o this may be added the Palace o f the 
Kmperor Galbin, (5) which has three hundred 
and fixty Halls, or <7; fome re;ifi îowers in i i ,  in 
Imitation of the Days o f  the Y ear, beinç alto- 
gethei about three Miles in CLrcumfcrence. Phere 
was once a very bloody VVar rn this Palace,, in 
which vvere flain iipwards o f  a hundred thouland 
M en, whofe Bones are hung up unto ihis Day ; 
and in order to make iiicceeding Générations ac- 
quainted with the Particulars o f  this ancient 
W ar, the whole Tranfàélion was, b yth e  King’s 
Command, reprefented on ail fides ot the Palace, 
where you may lèe A rm y oppoièd againft Army, 
M en  with their Horfes and Armour pourtrayed 
in curious Sculpture. T h e re  is lilcevviie in the 
iame C ity  a ilibterraneons Cavern, in which are 
to be feen fîtting on their Thrones, a K ing, his 
Qiieen Confort, and about a hundred o f  thslr 
Nobility, cuiiouily embalmed, w hich  remain 
unto this Day. Jn the BafiMca o f  Stephen, (6) 
near his Image, and in the high Place, are tvvo 
brazen Pilbrs, built bv K ing  Solomon, w ho reils 
iji Peace ; on each o f  which theiè Words are 
engraved. Solomon the Son o f  DaviJ. l 'h e  
Jews who live there, told me that every Y ear, 
on the Ninth (7) Day o f  the Month A b, the fweat 
flowed from thefe Pillars like W ater. T h erç

(5 ) Galbin. He means Galba, who fiiccceded Nero. 
T h is  Error may have crept in thiough the Carcleflhels or 
Hafte of fome Scribe.

(6) Stephen. The W ord ¡s written 'JN'd perhaps from 
a Corruption o f the French Eilienc, to which Pronuaciaiion 
B . had been accuftomed. •

(7) The Jews have a Tradition to account for this. On 
the ninth Day of the Month A b, the IlVaelites were over- 
th;own~in the Wildcrnefs j and on a fimilar Day the Houif 
c f  the Sanfluary was burned wilh Fire.
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likewife is a C ave, w h e re T it i is  the Son o f  V e A  
palian Ja id up the VeiTels o f  the holy T em p le ,  
which he brought aw ay from Jeriifalem. T h ere  
is another Grotto or Cavern, on a Hill near the 
Kiver T yb er,  where the ten juft M en are (8) 
biiried o f  laudable M em ory, who are called the

Martyrs

( 8 ) Martyrs c f  the Kingdom  ̂Êff.] Or, as Phrafe may 
lie m ore literally tsanfl.ited, Slain o f  the Kingclom, were 
(as the Jews inform us) thoiè who voluntarily devoted 
♦hemfelves to Death, for the Glory o f God, anil the W el- 
fi.re of thePeopIe. The learned Buxtorff lays, they werc 
fuch as laid down their Lives for the Prefervation of the 
Jewifli Kingdom ; but as the Jews atthat Tim e had neither 
Kingdom, nor Republic,* it will be more rationaJ to 
fuppofe, that as they called Rome by way of Eminence, tbe 
Kingdom, fo they called thefe ten Men alUided to, the 
Siain of the Kingdom, becaufe they fuffered under the R o
man Government. T he Firll o f thefe Saints, according to 
Rabbi David Gantz, was Rabbi Simeón, Prince of Ifrael, 
Son of that Gameliel, who was St. Paul's Tutor, and 
Grandfon to that Rabbi Simeón, who took our blefled Sa- 
Tfour in his Arm s in the Temple, Luke 2, 23. T h ;  Se- 

'cond was Ananiah, Sagan of the High Priell. Boih fell 
during the Siege o f Jerufalem, or very ibon after. T he 
Thinl was Rabbi Iflimael, Son of Eiiflia, a very handfomü 
man ; fo belovcd ’ tis faid, by the Emperor’s Daughtei’, that 
ihe ordered tlie S kin of his Face and Head to be taken oiF 
after his Death. He was put to Death fome Tim e Rfter 
the former. TheFourth was Rabbi A kiba, Son of Jofeph, 
he fell A . D. 110, for acknowledging Bar Coziba for the 
Meiïïah. His Flefli was raked from his Bones with Iron 
Combs ; during vvhich he inceifantly repeated (Deut. 6, 4) 
“  Hear, O Ifrael, the Loi d ovwGod is one Lord.”  T he 
Fifth was Judah, whofe Body was pieiced throügh like a 
Sieve, with three Hundred Arrows. T heSixth w as A na- 
nÍHh, Son of Tai'dion, burnt togethei- with a Book o f the 
Law. The 7th was Hotzphat-Hammetutgeman, or the 
Interpreter. T he 8 ih was Rabbi Jiílíchab, the Scribe; he 
was eaten by Dogs. T he gth was Eliezer, Son o f Scha- 
moah, Mafter o t  Judah the Saint. T h e loth is uncer- 
tain, fome fay Jada, Son o f Tema ; other$ F.liezerj Son 
of Dama.



Martyrs o f  the Kingdom. In the next place, 
fronting the Lateran Image, or John o f  Lateran, 
ÍS a Statue o f  Samfon holding a Stone Globe in 
his Hand : Abiaiom the Son o f  David, and the 
Empcror Conltantine, w ho built the C ity  Con- 
ilantina ; vvhich, after his N am e, is called Con- 
ftantinople. T h e  Emperor and his Horfe are of 
Brais, but were original!y covered over with 
G old. T h e re  are aJfo many other grand 
Buildings, and public W ork s  at R om e, which 
no M an can defcribe.

C  H A  P. IIÍ.

From Rme^ through Capua  ̂ Puxzuolo^ Napks, 
Galerno and other Parts o f  the Kingdom of 
iNaples, io Corfou,

^ A P U A ,  a great C ity, lies four Journies from 
^  Rom e It was formerly built byK ingCapys : ît 
is ( i )  extremely neat and elegant, but bv Reafon 
ot the Badneis o f  the W aters, very thinly in- 
habited : Y e t  it Contains near three hundred 
Jews, fome o f  whom  are very great Philofo- 
phers, and M en o f  Note in ail Places ; the chief 
o f  whom  are R . KonpaiTo, and R . Samuel, who 
are Brethren, befides R . Zaken, a-nd that great 
R .  David, o f  happy M em ory, w h om  they call

our

( i )  This Place deferves ail thePraife, whîch our Aiitlior 
glves it in Spiglit o f  the badnefs o f  the W ater. The 
L u x i ir ie s  o f  Capua, were the min o f  Hannibal, and his 
■vifVorions A rm y.— Prona ftnipcr Cmiíasin Luxurttim non In- 
fieniorum modo Viîio.— Sed affluenti Ccfia Vcluftatum  ̂ Ê? //- 
Ifi-ebris cmnis Amxnttatif maritima tcrrsjh-itpu^— L iv , Dtcad,
2 1. 3.C. 4.



our Prince. Leaving  Capua, you go on fo (2) 
Puteoli, or P u z z u o b ,  formerly called Surento, a 
large C ity ,  built by Tzintzan-Hadarezer, when 
he fled away for Fear o f  K in g  David, who 
refts in Peace. T h is  Place was once nearly de- 
Üroyed by an Inundation o f  the Sea, w hich  
broke in upon each Side o f  it. And even now, 
the Traveller may fee (in the W ater) T ow er-,  
Forums, & c.  w h ich  were originally in the mid- 
die o f  the C ity.  From that lame Place a Foun- 
tain flovvs, vvhere there is found an Oily matter, 
commonly caüed Vitriol, which the Inhabitants 
uolleél froni the Surface o f the W a te r ,  and ufe 
in Medicine. Here are alfo hot Baths, which 
arife from a Spring on the Sea Shore. T w o  o f  
thefe Baths are much frequented by People af- 
flicted with a varietv o f  Complaints ; w ho tinj 
b’ that means their Health iniproved, and their 
Pains at leaft alleviated, i f  not perfeà^ly cured, 
al] Sorts o f  Patients from Lombardy flock here 
in the Summer .Seafon, From henee the 'Fraveller 
puriues his Journey for fifteen Miles under the 
Mountains ; the Contriver of this W ork was R o 
mulus, w h o  built Rom e, and made thelè Places, 
when he was apprehenfive o f  an Invaiion irom 
David, K in g (3 )  ofllrael, and Joab, his Captain 
of the Hoil. l 'h e re  are alibother W orks (of the 
iike Nature) which he built both above and be- 

t '  • Jow

(2) Haderezcr's founding Puteoli, wliich our Autlior 
confounds with Surcntum is pleafant enougli, and fti'ongly 
points out tu us the romantic Notions o f the A ge iti whicli 
he lived. In a Sam. 8. this Prince is called Hadad- 
ezer, in Chron. i .  &  18. Hadarezer, which may calily 
be accounted for hy a millakc in tranfcribing “I Daleth for^ 
Refti, or,  ̂Reih, for i  Dalctli. How many fuch Erior^  ̂
inay have crept into the facred W ritings, in Matters of 
far greater Importance >

(3) Another grand Proof our Author’s Ignorance of 
Chronology and Iliftory in general.



50 C H A  P. III.

low the Mountaíns of Naples ; which wel! for- 
tirted C ity  is fituated on the Sea Shore, and was 
originalJy built by the Javanites ; near five 
hundred Jews refide in it : among whom are R. 
Ezechias, R. í'challum, R . Elias, the Prieít, and 
F . líáac, o f  happy M em ory, a Native o f  Mount 
H or. Froni henee yon go in one Day to Salerpho, 
cr rather Salerno, where there is a College o f  
Edomitiíh Phyíicians, together with about fix 
hundred jtvvs; thole among thera, who excel in 
W ifdom , are R. Juda, Son o f  R .  Ifaac, the ce- 
lebrated Rabbi iVIelchiíédec, Siphonath, or 
Siponto, R. Solomon the Prieft, R. Elias, the 
Javanite, R. Abraham , o f  Narbonne, and laftly 
K .  l 'h im m on . l 'h e  T o w n  is defended by a 
W a ll  on the fide o f  the Continent, the other 
Part hangs over fhe Sea Shore ; and it has for  

farther Hecurity a T o w e r  flrongly fortiíied on the 
hummit o f a high Hill. Meiri, or Amalfi, is a 
half D a y ’s Journey from Salerpho, where there 
are about twenty Jews, among whom are Hana- 
neel, the Phyfician, and R. Eliíha, together wiih 
Abu Algid, the magnificent, o f  happy Memory. 
T h e  Gentiles who inhabit that Part o f  the 
Country are Merchants, w h i  travel to ditferent 
Parts with their M'erchandize : they never low 
their Ground, but provide ail NeceíTaries with 
Money (whichthey gain byT rafíic .)T h ou gh th ey  
li-ve in the high Mountains and Summits o f  the 
Rocks, yet they abound in W in e  and Olive 
Vineyards, Gardens and Orchards, ñor are any 
J^eople able to contend in W a r  with them. 
P'rom henee you go in one Day to Benevento, a 
greatCity, fituated upon a certain Hill or M oun
tain, not far from the Sea, where there are near 
tw o hundred Jew s, the ch ief o f  whom  are R . 
Jívalonymus, R .  Zera, and R , Abraham, o f  laud-

at)!e



able Memory. Y o u  then go in tw o  Days to 
iMalchi, in the Région o f  Apulia, in vvhicli 
ihere are great Plenty o f  Beans. 7 'he ch ie f  
Men, among the two hundred Jews, w ho live 
here, are R. A h im aa z,R . Nathan, and R . T 'z  - 
dok : Afculi isone D ay ’s Journey beyond it. A -  
mong the forty Jews who.live here, R. Kontilo, 
his Sonin L a w  R . T z e m ah ,  and R. Jofeph, o f  
laudable Memory, are the moft celebrated. l 'ra n i  
îs two Days Journey froni henee, it lies very 
near the Sea: here Travellers embark for Je- 
rufalem, becaufe the H aven or Port is the 
moil commodious for that Purpoiè. Here you 
find a Collège o f  near tw o hundred Ifraelites, 
the ch ief of w hom  are R . Elias, R. Nathan, 
the Preacher, and R. Jacob. 'I he C ity  itielf is 
elegant and ipacious. M ichael D e Bar, formerly 
a great C ity ,  lies about a D ay’s Journey beyond 
this Place, it was deftroyed by W illiam , K ing  o f  
Sicily, and is at prefent inhabited neither by 
Jews nor Gentiles, from henee you go in haîf a 
Day toTarento, (4) the beginning of the Kingdom 
of Calabria, where the Inhabitants are Javan- 
ites. It is a great C ity ,  in which there are about 
three hundred Jews, lome o f  whom  are very 
great Philofophers ; the moft eminent are R. 
Mali, R. Nathan, and R. Ifrael. Barjiedis is a 
D ay’s Journey from henee, it lies near the Sea ; 
in which there areabout ten je w s ,  w h o a reD ye rs  
o f  Purple. Otranto, (5) a T o w n  fimiJar in üi- 
tuation, lies tw o D ay ’s Journey from henee upon 

F  2 the

(4) Tarenio."] He calis this the beginning o f Calatxiia, 
and the Inhabitants Javanites, or Grceks, becaiilc the 
Greeks founded many Cities in Italy ; from whence it waj 
called Magna Græcia, which name Calabria retained afltr 
ail the Reft had lod it.

(5) This is fuppofed to be the YÎç»î o f  Ptolemy.
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the Shore o f  that Sea, w hich  waihes the Land 
o f  Javan, here are about üve himdred J e w s;  the 
moü eminent are R . Menahem, R .  Caleb, R . 
M eir,  and F<. Mali. Croffing the Sea fro m henee, 
aiter a îv.o Days Voyage, you je a c h  Okrophus, 
orCorfu, (6)\vhere there is only one Jew , namedR. 
jo ièph. ^"his Place is reckoned hitherîo to be- 
long ÍÜ the Kijigdom o f  Sicüy.

C  H A  P. IV .

Ftcm Co''fuy ihrough Gretce and Waíachía, to Con- 
JiantinopU.

p R O M  Corfii, after'a PaiTige o f  twoDays, you 
^  corne to L a b ta ,  ^i) thebeginningof theKing- 
dom of ¿.manuel, K in g  o f  the Javanites ; it is 
a Village, in which there are about a hundred 
Jew s, the chief o f  w-hom are R . Schdaja, and 
k .  Jrlercules; Achiion (2) lies tw o D ays  Journey 
beyond it ; here are about ten Jews ; the prin
cipal o f  them is R .  Schabtai. From  henee you 
g o t o  Natolicon in half a Day. T h is  P lacé is  
lituated iipon an A rm  o f  the Sea. From Nûtoü- 
con) you coaft it along in one D ay  to Patras, a 
C ity  which belonged to Amipater, K in g  o f  the 
Javanites, who was one of the four Kings who 
ïucceeded Alexander. Here are to be feen large 
and ancient Buildings, and here are alió about 
iifty Jews ; thofe o f  moit note are R . Ifaac, R .

Jacob,

(6) The great Scaliger fays this Ifland belonged to Sicily 
in oiir Author's Tim e.

(1 )  C . L ’Empereur rcads Lait a, and Baratter fuppofes 
it to lie tbe modem St. Maure.

(2) jRead A lcipuîj vid, C. L ’Empeieur, ibid.



Jacob, and R . Samuel. From  this T o w n  yoii 
’have about a half D ay ’s Voyage to Lepante, 
or the ancierit N aupaâlus, where there are about a 
hundred Jews, who dwell on the Sea Shore ; the 
mort eminent are R . Gizri, R . Schaüum, and 
R. Abraham, o f  happy ÎVÎemory. From henee 
you go in a D ay  and half to Cours, or CrliFa, 
where there are two hundred Jews, who are the- 
iole Inhabitants o f  Mount FarnaiTus ; *who íòvv 
and reap in their dwn Inheritance ; and have for- 
their Ruiers R. Solomon, R . Hhajim, and R . 
ledaja. From hc-nce you go in three Days to th e  
Metropolitan City  o f  Corinth, (3) which con- 
tains about three hundred Jews, the ch ief o f  
whom are K. Leo, R .  Jacob, and R. Ezechias ; 
you then go in three D ays, '  to the great C ity  of. 
'l'hebes, here you find about two thoufand Jews, 
who are the moft excellent Manufaiihirers o f  
Silk and Purple in ail the Territories o f  the Ja- 
vanites ; among whom  are ipiile very learncd 
Men, who know more o f  the Millina, and l 'a l -  

F  3 mud^

(3) Cortnfb.'] T he modem Geremc, fituated hetween 
tJ>e Bays of Lepanto, and Engia, fifty Miles Weft of 
Atheiis.

The Buildings are not now contiguous, but intermixect 
with Fields and Gardens, whîch m:ikfs it look like a V il
lage; the Caftle is fituated on a high ftecp Kock above ir, 
of very difficult Accefs. The Country about it abounds. 
with Corn, W ine, and Oil. From the Calile, there is onsï 
of the fineft Profpefts in the W orld, having the Sea in full 
View on the Eaft and Weft, and a fine Country North and 
South. The narroweft Part o f the Ifthiniis is about fix Miles, 
over, and on a Mount there, called Oneius, were anciently 
eelcbrated the Ifthmian Games : There are (till the Ruins 
ofa Town about it, and ofTem jiles dedicr.ted to the Sun*. 
Neptune, Diana, Pluto, Ceres, and Bacchus, and Ibme Re
mains of the W all built by the Lacedemonians, crois the 
KWimus, from Sca to Sea, to lecure the Peleponefian Pe.. 
ninfula^



rqucl, tlian any o f  the prefent A g e .  T h e  mort 
eminent are the great Doélor R .  Aaron Cutai, 
and his Brother R .  Mofes, R ,  Hija, R. Elias 
T hirtino , and R. Jo6lan, w h o  are not to be 
equalled, but in the C ity  o f  Conñantinople. 
Froni ihis Place you go in one D ay to Æ griphou,
(4) a great C ity  near the Sea, much frequented by 
foreign Merchants from everyQuarter and Corner 
o f  the W orld. T h ere  are about two hiindred

Îews in it, whoie Riilers are R .  Elias Pialteri, 
L Emanuel, and R . Caleb. T o  Jabufterifa is 

another D a y ’s Joiirney, it is a maritime T o w n , 
where there are about a Hundred Jews ; the chief 
are R . Jofeph, R . SamueJ, and R . Nathanja. 
Robinica is a D a y ’s Journey diitant from henee, 
where you. find about one hundred Jcws, who 
are governed by R . Jolèph, R .  Eleazer, and 
Ifaac, froni wheticeyou go in one D ay to Sinon 
Potmo, in which there are about fifty Jews; the 
C h ie f  Rulers o f  whoni, are R .  Solomon, and 
R . Jacob. T h is  is the beginning o f  W alachia, 
the Inhabitants o f  which dwell in the Mountains, 
and are called after their Country, Walachians, 
they are as fwift as mountain Goats, and make 
iVequent Deicents upon the Javanitiih Terri- 
tories, for S'poil, and Plunder, none are able to 
contend with them in W a r,  nor can any King 
fubdue thcm. T h e y  obfejrve not thv Religion of 
the Nazarenes, and give themielves je w iih  
Names. From whence íòme aiTert that they 
are Jews, that they cal! ihe Jews their Brethren, 
and that when they meet with any o f  owr People 
they rob, but never kill thcm ; as they do the 
]avanites Upon the whole, they are a fet oí law- 
]t !s Pecple. f  rom thence you go in two Days

to

(4) T ins Egriphou, fays Earatier, is uie C lty o f Ke¿ro» 
jontjw hicb ihe InlwhÁraüte cali Egri^oa.
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to Gardegi, a ruinous Place, inhabited by a 
fmall number o f  Javanites and Jevvs. l 'wd.. 
Days Journey beyond (Gardegi) lies Armilo, a 
great and maritime C i ty ,  which is a Com m o- 
dious Fair or Place o f  l 'raflic, for the Veni- 
tians, Pifanians, Genoeiè and ail Marchants who 
frequent it. It is an extenfive Territory, w hich 
contains about four hiindred je w s  ; the ch ief of 
whom are the great R . Schilo, R . Jolèph the 
Steward, anu R . Solomon the Governor. From 
henee Men Travel  to Bilîino in one Day, where 
there are near one hundred Jews, thole o f  moft 
Note, are the great R . Schabtai, R. Solomon, 
and R. Jacob. From thenee, after a V o yag e  o f  
two Days (5) you com e to Saloiilki, l)uilt by 
King Seleucus, one o f  thoiè four Races or Princes, 
ot the Javanites, who iiicceeded Alexandef. Jt 
is a very large C ity ,  in which dwell near five 
hundred Jews, and among others the great R .  
Samuel w ith  his Sons, w’ho are great Philoíò- 
phers. T h is  M an is, by the K in g ’s I^ermifiîoh, 
chief Ruler o f  the Jew s in this Place. T'here 
are beiides R . Schabtai, his Son in L a w ,  R. 
Elias, and R .  Michael ; ami likewiie a great 
Ni mber o f  exiled Jews, w ho exerciiè different 
Trades. Mitriíi is two Days Journey from henee: 
here you find about twenty Jews, among w h o m  
are R. Efaias, R . M achir, and R . Eliab. Tw o 
Days after you come to Darma, where you 
find about one hundred and forty Jews, the ch ief 
among whom  are R . Michael, and R .  Joièph. 
You  afterwards travel in one D ay to Caniilolai, 
and find twenty Jews. From henee jo u  go in

three

(5) C . L ’ Fmpei-eur tranilales Se'eucia, lu t  ’ tis more 
l ik e lv  to be a Corruption of Saïonichij

(6J Rcad CanJitro^



Ál'jÁcK  ? th ree Days to Abyro, fu pp ofed to be the modem 
!  ApriOf a C ity  upon the Sea Coaft.

C H A P. V.

Defcription o f Conjîantinople.

■pROM this Place tÎie l 'raveller purfiies his 
"  Joiirney among the ( i )  Mountains, ior the 
fpace o f  five Days, till he cornes to the great 
C ity  o f  Conftantinople, which is the Metropolis 
o f  the Empire o f  the Javanites, vvho are called 
Greeks ; and the Relîdence o f  the Emperor 

' Emanuel, (2) who has tvvelve Kings iinder him ;
w ho have each their reípefíive Palaces at Con- 

. ftantinople, and have (their) Cailles, Cities and
i; PoiTeffions over ail the Land. 7 'he ch ief o f  ail
!' is the Emperor, T h e  firrt (of the tvvelve) is

called the great Overièer, the iecond the great 
Houiholdet, the third L o r d ;  the fourth Great 
General j the tifth the Financier or Œcononiift,

> and the Nam es o f  the Reft are fimilar. Con-"
itantinople (3) is eighteen Miles in Circumfer-

ence,

I  (1 ) teneatîs amici ?
I; f a )  T nis Emperor of the Greeks was Manuel Com-

menes, he bcgan his Reign A .D . 1143, and died n 8 o , he 
was remarkable for his Treachery and Diiplicity to the. 
Chiiftian Powers, during the Crufades. The twelve KIngs 
are no other than the Emperors Minifters, as plainly ap- 
pears from their Names diS’^3'- 's a Jewiih Pronunciation 
o f  prsepofitus Ylp'OC 01 ñj'Q of Ao/Ai<r7 ixoç. niJ'D’ T o f
Domihus, DipnpO of /xtyctç A«x«ç and 'VjO DlCip’K 
o f Oixono/̂ ®-

(3) Conftant'nople, or the Port called by the T urks 
Stambol, and by the Jews PJ'i^JCtPtp Coftantina, the an
crent Byzantjym, ftaads on n narrow Strait between E u
rope and Afia, and is th-;, K ey to both. W hat was-in, 
our Author s Time called the Sp niih and RuiUan Scas,. 
are nqw called tlie iviui mora, and Black Sca,



cnce, and fituated in inch a manner, that the 
one half is vvailied by  the Sea ; and the other 
bounded by the Continent. It hangs over tvvo 
Arnis o f  the Sea, or is fituated en iwo Siratts, 
one of which ariiès from the Ruffian Sea, and 
the other from the Sea o f  Sepharad, which is 
Spaîn. Here Merchants o f  every Sort aiFemble 
together, from Babylon, from a i Meiopotamia, 
Media, Perfia, from ail the Kingdom o f  E g yp t ,  
Canaan, Ruflîa, H ungary, Fefiinki, Buria, L o m -  
bardy, and finally from the Land o f  theSephar- 
dim. T h is  caules a perpetual Hurry o f  People, 
who traffick in this Place from ail Parts of the 
World by LandandSea, iníòmuch that in th is R e -  
fpeéV it exceeds ail other Cities, except the great 
City o f  Bagdad, the Metropolis o f  the lihniael- 
ites; here alfo is the high Place,. which is mtant 
ChurchyOÎ Sophia, and the Pope (4) o f  the Javan- 
ites ; bccaule they are not obedient to the R e 
ligion o f  the Rom an Pope. T h e  A it  rsequal 
in Number the Days o f  the Y e a r .  T h e  im- 
meniè VVealth which is brought hither, from 
each Région, Citadel, and fortified Place, as a 
yearly Tribute, exceeds al! Conception, and 
outvies in Riches ail the high Places in the 
World, In the middle (5) ot the high Place o f  
Sophia are found an innumerable (^ian;ity o f  
Gold and Silver Pillars, together with Chande
liers, & c .  o f  the like Metal. T here is likewiiè 
a Place where the Emperor is accuitomed 10 re

gale

(4) Pope. B y which is mcant the Patriarch.
(5) T he Temple or Church o f Saint Sophia, fince 

convertecl into aM ofque, is here to be underitootl, which 
according to an old Fable (fays C. L ’ Empereur) has as 
many Entrances as therc are Days in the Year. T he 
Hiftorian multiplies Gates into Churches, or as the Word 
may be more literally rendered, idolatrous high Placei.



gale hrmfélf, very near the W all o f  his Palace, 
called the Hippodrome ; where he exhibits a 
great Shew annually on the Birth-Day of Jel'us 
the Nazarene. A t  fiich Tim es there are ihewn 
in the Freiénce o f  the King and Qiieen, ai) forts 
o f  People in the World, in their ovvn L ik e -  
neiTes, by different Kinds o f  Enchantment. (6) 
T h e y  are iikewilè accuftomed to bring out at 
ihoje TimeSi Irions, Bears, Léopards, v\ ild AiTes, 
and Birds, which fighc together/or thu Amufement 
o f the Speâîators. I^or is any public Shew to be 
found that can equal it, l 'h e  Emperor Emanuel 
lias likewiiè built a great Palace near the Sea 
for his Refidence, befides that built by his An- 
ceftors, and named it Bilchernas, which he has 
ornamented \vithí*iíiars, and wrought over with 
the pureft Liold and Sil ver, on w hich are re- 
prefented, in Sculpture, the W ars o f  his An- 
ceftors, together witn his ow n. In the famé 
Place he has ereéled a T h ron e, comjpoièd of 
Gold and Gems, over which hangs a Crown of 
Gold, by a Chain o f  the iame M etal, o f  equal 
Dimenfions with the Seat below it. T h e re  are 
Jewels in it, of iiich Value as cannot ealily be 
citimated ; the Luftre o f  it is íò great as to 
m ake any otherLight altogether unnecelTary in the 
Ni¿;htTime. T h e re  arelikewifem any other Curi- 
ofities, very difficult to be reckoned up. T o  this 
Place is annually brought the Tribute Money 
from ail the Land o f  Javan, and that in fuch 
Plenty, that the T ow ers are fiîled w ith  Gar- 
ments o f  Silk, Purple, and Gold, nor is there 
ilich a Building, or iuch Riches to be found in 
any Country. T h e  daily l 'r ibute of this C ity,

is

(6) What we call Legei-demain, Juggling, &c. was. in 
tliofe ignorant and fuperltitioiis Times l'uppofed to b3 ptr- 
formed by the Power o f Enchantment,



is faici. to amount to twenty thoufand Pieces o f  
Gold, v\ hich arifes from Imjxjfts, hire of Shopÿ, 
Mnrkets, and T ribute  of the Merchants, vvho 
flock together here from Sea and Land. l 'h e  
Javanitiih Inhabitants of this Country are ver y 
rich in Gold and Jewels, and vvear Siik Veih', 
over which they throw other fpotted Garments\ 
interwoven and embroidered with Gold, and 
thu3 apparelledy they ride on Horfe hack, and ap- 
pear like Sons o f  Kings. l 'h is  Country is o f  
very great Extent, abounding with the moit ex- 
qiiifite Fruits o f  every Kind, and well llocked 
with Bread, Meat and W m e, nor are any People 
in the World equal fo them in Riches. 'l 'heyare 
Jikewife welI acquainted with ail Javanitiih 
üooks, and eat and drink each Man under his 
ovvn Vine, and underhis ovvn F ig-T ree. T h e y  hire 
Soldiers o f  ail the Nations, whom they cail Bar- 
hari.ms, to w ar againlt the Sultan, K ing o f  the; 
Togarmains, whom  they call Turks, ' i  he (7 )  

Natives being as effeminate as Wornen, and 
equally unfit for martial Enterprizes. l 'h e  Jews 
are excluded from the C ity ,  by an A rm  o f  the 
Sea oí Sophia, neither are they permitted to go 
ont from.thence, uniefs it is by W ater, to trade 
with the Inhabitants of the City. In that Plà5fe 
there are about two thoufand Rabbinites, or ftridt 
Ublêrversüf the Rabbinical [8]Writings; and five

hundred
(7^ This is a true and exa£l Account o f the Inhabi

tanti, and a Specimen, fays a certain Author, o f lî.enjamin’s 
Judgment and Capacity. I wiih he had dii'played the lame 
Degree of it, in his Account o f Rome, and many other 
Places.

(8^ The Rabbinites wcre for the moft Part Pharifecs, 
who paid fo much Refpeft to their Miihnahs, Talmuds, &c. 
that (in the Language o f our blelfed SaviouiJ they niade 
the Commandments o f God of none EfFecl, through their 
Traditions. T he Karaites adhered only to the Scnptures. 
Both Parties mortal ly hatedeach other.
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hundreJ o f  different Opinion, named Karaites • 
between vvhom, and the former Difciples o f  the 
Philofophers, there is a Wall o f  Séparation. The 
chief o f  thefe, are R .  Abtalion, R . Obadiah, 
R .  Aaron Cufpo, R. Jof.ph Schargino, and R. 
E liakim , Governor o f  the Synagogue ; among 
them are many Manufadturers o f  Silk G  arment?, 
many Merchants, and very rich Men. N o  Jew 
is here. permitted to ride on H orfe-back, except 
R .  Solomon the Egyptian, the K in g ’s Phyfician ; 
by whoiè Aiîîitance the Jews experience great 
C omtor: in their E xile ; for they live ctherwife in 
hard Bondage, being obÜged to bear patiently 
with the Hatred o f  the Tanners, who prepare 
Skins ; for they pour ont their filthy W ater in 
the Streets and before their Gates, and defile the 
Jews. In like manner, ail the Jews are hated 
by the Javanites, without refpeil: o f  Ferions, for 
iney endeavour to make ail the World their Ene- 
niies ; icourge them in the Streets, and opprefs 
them by hard Bondage : But the Jews who a- 
bound in Riclies are good M en, full o f  Benefi- 
cence, Oblèrvers o f  the Commandments, and 
bf-ar their Exi e with  Equanimity. T h e  Place 
w hich they inhabit is called Pera.

C  H  A  P .  VI.

Fram, Conjîantinople, hy the IJlcs o f the Archipelago, 

to Antiochy in Syria.

" C R O M  Conilantinople you go by W ater  in two 
"  Days to Rodofto, where there is a College of 
about four hundred liraelites ; the C h ie f  of whom 
are R , Moles, R .  Abia, and R .  Jacob. After

two



fvvo Journies more yoii corne to Galllpoli, where 
there are near two hundred Jews ; the C h ie f  are 
R. Elias t-heGovernor, R. Schabtai th eLitt le ,  and 
R. Ifaac, fcsyjsç w hich, in the Langiiage of^ 
the Javanites, iîgnifies ih eG rea t.  T w o D a y s  after 
you arrive at Cales, and find there about fifty 
Jews, whofe Rulers were R , Juda, R .  Jacol?, 
andR. Schemaja. From thence you fail in two 
Days to IVIitylene, w hich is an Jiland o f  the 
Sea, and cdfttains ten Jew iih Synagogues, or 
AiTemblies. From henee you go in three Daysr 
to Chika, or Chioy where there are about four 
Hundred Jews ; the ch ie f  o f  w hom  are R ,  
Elias, R. T h em an , and R . Schabtai. In the 
iame Place are found the T rees  from w hich the 
Maiîic is gathered; from thence you go to 
Sanios in two Days; where there are about three 
Hundred Jews, the c h ie f  o f  w hom  are R . O ba- 
diah, R. Mamarias, and R . Joël. T h ere  are 
many AiTemblies, or Collèges o f  Jews in theie 
lilands. Y o u  then Sail to Rhodes in three Days, • 
and find there about four Hundred Jews, th e  
chief among w'hom are R. Abba, R .  Chananeel, 
and R . Elias, t ' io m  henee you go in four Days to 
Dophro or rathfer Cyprus, where there is a  
College o f  Rabbinical Jews, who obferve the 
Traditions o f  the Elders, and other Jews ; alio 
Heretics o f  Cyprus, w ho are Epicureans; thoiè 
the Ifraelites'every where excommunicate, be- 
caufe they profane the Evening o f  the Sabbath, 
and keep the Evening o f  the firft Day. Y o a  
then fail in tw o Days to Coreo?, the Entrance 
o f  the Terriiory o f  thofe Edomites, who are 
called Armenians, and likewife o f  Turcs, K in g  
b f  Armenia, who is J^ord o f  the Mountains, 
and whofe Dominions extend as far as the C ity  
Dochira, and Country o f  the Togarm ains,

G whom



vrhom they call T urks. L eavîn g  tbis'Place, yoy 
g o  in two Oays to Malmiltras, or Thi.rfi^, near 
t.he Sea, w hich belong« to the Sons o f  Javan, 
w h o m  they call Greek«. A fter  another luch 
Journey y ou corne to Antioch the Great, which 
hangs over the Border o f  the River Phir, in the 
V a lley  o f  the Brook Jabbok, w hich rolls down 
from  M ount Lebanon, from the Région o f  Ha«» 
m ath. T h is  is that great C ity  w hich  was built 
b y  K in g  Antiochus ; it is iecured by a very high 
Mountain within the W a lis ;  on the Summit o f  
w h ic h  there is a Spring to be ieen, the Gare of 
w h ich  is entrufted to a certain Engineer, who 
brings down the W a te r  through fubterraneous 
Canals, to the Houfes o f  the great M en o f  the 
C ity .  In another Part, the C ity  is waihed by 
the Rîver ; and is the beft fortified o f  any Part 
o f  the Empire, o f  thofe cruël People, w ho em 
brace the Religion o f  Pope [ i ]  Pitivin ; hçre are 
fom e Jews, w ho are Glals-M akers, the ch ief o f  
w h o m  are R .  Mardochai, R . H ajim , and Ifli- 
inael. JProm henee you go in tw o Days to L ig a ,  
■or Laodicea, where you nnd about two Hundred 
J e w s ;  among w hom  are R ,  Hija, and R .  Jofeph :

two

( t j  He means îthe'Patriarch o f Antioch, bu tas Pitîvrn 
îs  ncver mentioncd by any other A uthorj and as one So- 
tericus Pànlcuchenu», according to C . L ’ Einpereur, en- 
•j«yed that Dignity about this Tim e, the Miftake may be 
reftified by fuppofing that the Author wrote which
by fome Scribe’s OmiiTionof the Letter J Nun, and mittaking 
1 Vaii for '  Jod, and 3  Caph for 3  Beth, might eafily de
generate into Pitibin, or Pitivin. Baratîer however
fcouts this Emcndation, and tranflates the Partage,—  
•* Cette Ville au refte cft tre* forte, &  fous la Dominatioa 
des In-upteurs, la Foi dominante y eft celle de Poitevins, 
qui eft celle du Pape. The former is a  better Ti-anflation 
o f  the T e x t } the latteris more reconcileablc with anclent 
Hiilory.



two Days Journey from henee lies Gebal, or 
Baal-Gad, under Mount Lebanon.

C  H  A  P: V II .

From Anùoch to with a Defcrlptîon o f  the
jiJJliJJins and DogzunSy or Drufuns^ a People o f  
Phcenîcia.

Nj E A R  to G eb al  dwell the People, whoni 
they call Alchafchifchins, ( i )  theie Peopie 

G  2 prcfeft

( i )  Aîcbafcbifchim.] A l-being an Arabie Article, the 
Word may be writtcn Chafchiichins,- and are the famc 
People vhich Hiftorians call HalTeflîns, AílelTins, Aflailins» 
Afl'anites, aïKl Chafiens. T hey were a People o f Phoeni
cia, who were once in PoiTeffion o f ten or twelvc Cities, and 
fortified Places in the Neighbourhood o f  T yre. T hey 
were Mahoinetans, notwithftanding Benjamin’s Account, 
They believed that Mahomet was the great Prophet and 
AmbaiTador, which God fcnt toM en. They had a Prince 
which they called Eider o f the Afleflîns, or old Man of the 
Moiintains. T hey believed him to be the Vicar o f G od 
and Mahomet on Earth. T hey once paid an Annual T r i-  
bute to theTem plars; and even ofFered to become Chrif- 
tians upon the Removal o f it, but the Avarice o f the 
Teinplars prevented the Converfion o f  that numerou» 
People; whichfo enraged them, that from that Tim e for- 
ward they mortally hated Chriilians, and refufed to have 
any Connections with them. This was undoubtedly the M o 
tive of their W ar with the K in g o f  Tripoli, who was a 
Chi Hlian. They had among them an O rderof Mahonwtait 
Cavalry. Their Eider, or Chief, made then> believe, 
thatafter Dpath they ihould enjoy eternal Happinefs. T o  
give them an Idea o f that Paradife fo mucn in Faihion 
among the Mahometans, he had a certain Liquor which 
caft thofe who drank it into a raoft profound Sleep ; dur- 
ing which he caufed them to be c a r r i l  to a Garden o f  the 
moft enchantine Beauty abounding with every fenfual De» 
light, thut could be enjoyed, or çvcn wiihed for, A fter a

certain
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profefs not the Tflimaelifiili Religion, but that 
o í  a certain Prophet nanied Canbat, whoiè com
mande they obey even to the greateft Extremi- 
lie&, and call hiin Scheich Alchafchifchin. He 
is their ch ief Senator, or Lord, agreeable to 
whoiè  Direilion the inhabitants of the Motin- 
tains tranfaft ail Bufineis, both within and with- 
out Doors ; the Place o f  his Refidence is the 
C ity  o f  Kormos, formerly belonging to Sihon, 
K in j o f the Amorites. T he Mountaineers are, 
by the Command o f  their Eider, ahvays at 
Peace nmorg themlèlves, and a T error to ail 
their Neighbüurs!, whoic Kings they aiTaflinate 
w ith  a kind o f a Saw. It vviii take up-a Jour- 
iiey of eight Days to travel over their Country, 
T h e y  wage W ar with thoiè R^omite?, who are 
called Franks, and with the Sultan o f  Tripoly, 
K̂’hich is alio ca'Ied l'rabelos o f  Scham, or Sy
ria. In thofe Days 7 'ripoly was violently lliaken

by

certain Tim e he caufed them to drlnk another Draiight of 
the famé Liquor, andwhile ihey flept, tranlported them to 
their own Habitations. A  Hope of enjo^'ing thofe jpleafures 
for ever, made them fo defperate, when any Murdcr or 
AHaíTination was to be undertaken, and from them the 
W ord AlfaiRn is derived.

T he following rcmarkable Anecdote, quoted by the în- 
genious and veiy learned M r. Richardfon, in his Arabie 
Grammar, is a Specimen of the Defpotic Influence, which 
Baitina, the famous Chief o f the AíTaflíns, had over his 
Followers. When Sultan Jelalo’ddaula fent an Am - 
baffador to the Eider of the Moimtains to require his Sub- 
miifion, he thus received hini,— “  When the Ambafiador 
“  appeared in hi's Piefence, he called beforehim fome of his 
“  People i and giving the Signal fo a young Man among 

them, faid to him, ftab yourfelf, and ne did fo ; he 
“  then ordered another to precipitare himfclf from the 

Caftie, which he did, and was dafhed to Pieces. Then 
he faid to the Sultan’s Ambafllidor, o f Subjcfts fuch as 
thefe, feventy thoufand aie thus obfervant o f me: let 
this bc the Anfw er.”



by an Earthquake, and many Gentiles and Jewa 
loft their L ives,  and were buried in the Ruins ; 
the like happened at the famé T im e  in all the 
Land of Ifrael, infomuch that upwardsof twenty 
Thoufand People periihed. One D a y ’s Journey 
from thence, there is another ntfw/^Gebal, 
the Boundary o f  the Ammonites, in which there 
are about a Hundred and F ifty  Jew s, w ho are 
divided into feven difièrent Societies. T h e  Sul- 
tan’s N am e is Gilianos Inbiremo. H ere you 
find fome Veftiges o f  an idolatrous T em p le ,  to- 
gether with an Jdol, which tormerly belonged 
to the Ancient Ammonites. T h is  Idol fits on a 
S tone Throne, incruíled over with Gold : on the 
right and left Hand Side o f  w hich ftands a W o -  
man, on either Side one— Before him is an A l 
tar;, on which the ancient Ammonites o ie re d  
Sacrifice, and burnt Incenfe before the Idol. H ere  
likewife yoii find about two hiindred Jews, the 
chief o f  w hom  are R. M eir, R .  Jacob, and R .  
Schimha. T h e  1 ow n itfelf is wailied by the 
Sea o f  the Ifraelites. From thence you go to 
Birot (which is BeerothJ in tw o  Days, at w h ich  
Place there are about fifty Jews ; the chief o f  w  hora 
are R . Solomon, R .  Obadiah, and R . Jofeph. 
From henee you come after one D a y ’s travelling 
to Zaide, that is Zidon, a great C ity ,  where you 
find near twenty Jew.s ; about ten Miles from 
which is a certain Nation, w hich  wages W ar 
with the Zidonians. T h e  Inhabitants aie  the 
Dogziens, Juppofed to be the DruxienSy w h o  are 
called Pagans and Atheifts. T h e y  profefs no 
Religion, and live in the high Mountains and 
Heles of the Rocks, being governed by no K in g  
or Prince, but live at large among the Rock-s 
and Mountains, as far as Mount Hermon, to 
the Extent o f  three Days Journey. T h e y  are 

G  3 very



v ery  inceftuous, and couple w ith  their own 
Daughters ; and on a certain annual Feftival, 
w hen ail the Men and W c m e n  meet to eat and 
drink together, thèy exchange W ives  with 
each other. T h e y  fay when a good M an dies 
his Soul immediately ieizes the Body o f  fomc 
little Infant, w hich is born at the very Inftant 
în which the Soul departed from the Body of 
the M an ; but i f  he happens to be a wicked 
M an , that it leizes on the Body o f  a Dog, or 

fome other Béait, and b y  this Error, they be- 
tray their Fooiiihnefs. T h e y  have no Jews a- 
m on g them, unleis iôme Artificers and Dyers 
chance to vifit them for the Sake o f  Trade and 
jMerchandize, w ho foon return Home again ; yet 
the Jews are great Favourites with thenr. Thefe 
People by continually running over the Hills and 
Mountains, are very fw ift  o f  Foot, nor are any 
c f  their Neighbours able to contend in W a r  váth 
them . Y o u  then travel in one D ay  to new 
T y r e ,  a very neat C ity ,  which has within itfe'f 
a Havenor Port, where the ûhips ride at Anchor 
between tw o  Tow ers. But in the N ig h t  T im e ,  
the Fublicans extend an Iron Chain, from one 
T o w e r  to the other, that no Perlón ( i f  they 
iliould rob the Ships) may have an Opportunity 
o f  eicaping. N or is there any T h in g  in the 
World which can compare tvith this Haven. 
7 'here are in this elegant C ity ,  about four hun- 
dred Jews ; fome oí whom are well ikilled in 
the l 'a lm ud : their Rulers are R . Ephraisi the 
Egyptian, w ho is their Judge, k .  M eir o f  Car- 
cheichona, and likewiCe R. Abraham, the Prin
cipal o f  the whole Afiembly. From this Place 
the Jews trade in Ships Here dwell flcilful 
W ork m o n , who manuia¿lure moft excellent 
Glais, w hich celebrated by the N am e of

Tyrian



Tyrîan Glafs, and fo highly prized iti all Countries ; 
andhere ismoreovertobe foundthe beft o f  Sugar, 
W hoever goes upon the Walls of nevv 7 'yre, 
may fee fomething o f  that T y r e ,  the crovvning 
Cüy. Ifa'tah 23. overwhelmed in the Sea, abotit 
a Stone’s caft from the new City ; but i f  the 
Traveller takes a Bont, and goes eut upon the 
W ater, he may lo ;k down and ièe the T'owers 
and Forums, together with  the Streets, Squares, 
and Palaces, in the Eottom o f  the Sea, while 
new  T y re  is a Place o f  great Trafile, and fre- 
quented by Merchants from ali Qiiarters.

C  H  A  P .  VIII.

From Tyre ïo JsruJahm^ ly the Way o f  Samaría^ 
witb fome Account o f the SamaritanSi and other 
Particulars.

T^ROM  T y re  you have one D a y ’s Journe)^ fo 
Akadi, which is the ancient Acco,. in the 

Confines o f  Afcher ; it is the Entrance o f  the 
Land of Ifrael, is fituated on the Shore o f  the 
great Sea, has a ipacious Haven, which they 
call the Port: and is convenient for ali thoiè w ho 
have made a V o w ,  and mean to embark for Je- 
rufalem. T h e  Kiver which is calied the eaftern 
Brook, runs by the T o w n  ; here you find about 
two hundred Jew s, the moil eminent are R . 
Zadok, R . Japheih, and R. Jona, o f  laudable M e
mory. Three Parafangs diííant from henee, lies
( i)  Niphas, or G a d  the elegant, bounded by the

Sea,

( t )  T his Epithet is çiven it to dîftinguiili the Place 
froin anotiier Town of the famé Name, on the other Side 
Joi'daii, .



Sea, on the one Part, and by Mount Carm el on 
the other, at the Bottom o f  the Mountain are to 
be ièen many Sepidchres o f  the liraelites ; and 
in the famé Mountain is the Cavern, or Grotto 
of Elias, o f  laudable M em ory, where two Edo- 
mites have built an high Place, and Dedicated it 
to  him. On the T o p  o f  the iâme Mountain, 
are difcovered the Remains o f  the A ltar ,  which 
w as pulled down, and afterwards rebuilt by 
Elias, o f  laudable M em ory, during the Reign of 
A h a b :  it is about four Cubits in Circumference : 
and the Brook Kifchon flows down irom the 
S id e o f  the [iàme] Mountain, toward the lower 
Part o f  it. Y o u  have four Paralangs from henee 
to Capernaum on the Village of Conioîation : 
(2) which  at firil Sight ieems higher than Car
mel itfelf. i 'rom  thence you have about fix Pa- 
Tafangs to (3) Scizeria, iormerly called Gad of 
the Philiftines : where there ..re abont ten Jews, 
and tw o  hundred Cuthœans. T hefe  are Schom- 
ronitiih Jews, who are commoniy called Sama- 
ritans. T h e  C ity  itfelf is very beautiful and 
elega-nt, lies near the Sea, and was built by the 
Emperor Cæiar, who named it Cæfarea, after 
his own N am e. From  henee you go in h alf  a 
D a y  to K ago, or Kegila, where you find no 
Jews, and another fuch Journey brings you to 
Schargoreg, or Sargorg, or the ancient Luz, 
where you find only one Jew , w ho is a D yer  o f  
W o o l ,  Y o u  then go in one D ay  to Sebafte, 
T>amed by the Ancient?, Sam aria; in which 
Place are diicovered Ibme Veitiges o f  a Palace of 
Ahab K in g  o f  llrael, which remain at this ü a y .  
T h e  City  lies on a Mountain, and was formerly

very

(a) Concerning the Salnbrity o f the A ir , &c. Sce Jo- 
fephus, 1. 3.C. 35. D cB el Jiid.

(3 ’̂ [ t vras not built by Cæfar, but by Herod.



very well fortified and weîl watered : the Coun- 
try abounds with Rivers, and is well iiipplied 
withGarden?, Orchards, Vineyards, and Olive- 
vaYds ; notvvithftanding this, no Jews live here, 
i>om henee you hav-. two Parafangs to Nabilos, 
forraerly called Sichem iipon Mount Ephraim ; 
nor are there any Jews there. l 'h e  T'ovvn lies 
în a V'ale, between Mount Gerizzim, and 
Moiinf Ebal, where there are above a 
hundred Ciithœans, (4) vvho obferve only 
the Lavv o f  Mofes, w hom  M en call Samari- 
tans. T h e y  have Priefts o f  the Lineage o f  
Aaron, who relis in Peace, and thoie they call 
Aaronites, who never marry but with tholè o f  
the farne facerdotai Fam ily, that they may not 
bs confoundeJ v\ ith thePeopIe. Y e t  theie FrieÜs 
of their L a w  ofîèr Sacritices and Burnt-Offer- 
ings in their Congrégations, as it is written in 
the Lavv, Deut. 11 ,  29, T h o u  ihall put the BlelT- 
ing upon Mount Gerizzim. T h e y  therefore af- 
fîrnithat this is the Houiê o f  the Saniiluary ; and 
theyoiFer Burnt-Ofîèrings, both on the FaiTover 
and other Feftivals, on the Altar, which was 
biîilton Mount Gerizzim, o f  thofe Stones which 
the Children o f  Ifrael fat up after they had paiT- 
ed over Jordan. T h e y  pretend that they are 
defcended from ihe l 'r ib e  o f  Ej>hraim, and have 
ainong them the Sepulchre o f  Joièph the Juil, the 
Son o f  our Father Jacob, who relis in Peace, ac- 
cording to that Saying, Jof. 24, 32. T h e  Bones 
allô OÍ Joièph, which the Children o f  Ifrael 
brought up w ith  them from Egypt, biiried they 
in bechem. 'l 'hey  want thelè three Letters

n  He,
(4.) Chriftiansare frequently called by Jewifli W riters, 

by W a y o f Contempt, Cuthœans. Benjamin’s Report o f their 
wanting the three Letters— iVl,! He, Cheth, and Gnain, 
is without Foundation,



n  H e, n  C h s tb ,  and y  Gnain H in th eN am e of 
our Father Abraham, from whence they want 
"Tin G lory  ; H in the N am e o f  ourFarher Ifaac, 
Irom whence they are delicient in *TDn Piety ; 
2/ in liie N am e of oiir Father Jacob, by which 
means, they want Humility. Whereiore, 
in the R oom  of thole Letters, they m ake uiè of 
K  Aleph, and by this T o k e n  they are difcovered 
to be no Deicendents o f  Ifrael, ^^caufe they ac- 
know ledge the L a w  o f  Moies without thefe three 
Letters. T h e y  are icrupulouily nice to avoid 
being defiled by touchlng the Dead, or fibnes  ̂
or the Bodies o f  the Slain, or Sepulchres. The 
Cloaths w hich they daily wear are Jaid afide 
when they go to the Synagogue, and when they 
have waihed their Bodies with W  ater, they put 
on others. l 'h i s  is their Cuftora daily. Üiv 
"Moiint Gerizzim are m any Springs, Gardens, 
and Orchards ; but Mount Ebal is as dry as Stones 
or K ocks. Sichem, as v:as faid before  ̂ is iituated 
in a Valley  between them both^ four Paraiangs 
'from which î iesG ilb oa,  ca lledby  the Edomites 
IMonto Giiboe, in a verjy dry parchad Situation. 
F ro m G ilb o a  you have tive Parafangs to the Val
ley of Ajalon, w hich  the Eldoniites call Vael de 
L un a, ya/Iey o f the Moon. From  whence you 
have one Paralàng to Mount Moriah, the Garan 
o f  David, or great C ity  o f  Gibeon, where thcre 
are no Jews,

C  H  A  P.



C  H A P. IX.

^tfcrîptlov o f the Cify o f yerufahm^ ivtth the cn~ 
ricus H Jiory o f the Difcovety of ihe Sepukhres o f  
the Kings of judah.

F r o m  Garan yoii have three Parafangs to 
Jerulàlera, ( i )  which is a fin a li City fortified

vvith

(1) There are very few Reraaîns o f this C ity, cither a». 
,it was in our Saviour’s Time, or as it was attew aids re
tulit by Adrián, lcarce ene Stone being left upen another, 
What he relates o f the Tow er o f David, and other A n - 
tiquities, mult be read M-ith Caution. T he moft ancient • 
Ñame of this City was Shalem, (or as otliers read
Salem.) It was founded by Shem, the Son of Noah, A . 
M. ao»3f who in Gen. 14. i&. is called Mclchizedek, tht 
Righteous K ing, or K in g o f  Righteoulnefs. Melchize- 
dek, was both K-ing o f Shalem, and Prieft o f the molí: 
high God, fo o f ÑeteíTity was Shem, and fo were his 
Brethren, T hat Shem lived till Abraham’s Tim e ^and 
.confequently might come out to meet him after the Battle o f 
)he Kings) is manifeft from Gen. 9. 11. “ And Shem 
« lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred Years, and 
“  begat Sons and Daughters.”  That Afia fell to the Loe 
of Shem, was genei-ally believed by the ancient Jews,; and 
Abraham Peritfol, a modem Rabbi, mentions it as a M at- 
ter univerfally knowu to his Contemporaries 'I'?0 D3 p  raa-T 
CSbüP' K’r.i:? I 3 W  “  A nd Shem the Son o f  Noah, wa« 
“  the K ing of Shalem, which is Jerufalem.” — That Je. 
rufalem and Shalem are the lame, appears from Pfal. 76. 
a. where Afaph figuratively fpeaking o f the A lm ighty, 
fays,— “  In Salem is his Tabernacle, and his Dwelling lu 
“  Sion.”  T o  obviate what may be advanced, relating to 
the great Différence between the two Ñames, I aníwer that 
the Ñame Shem was given him at his Birth ; that the Ñame 
Melchizedek was what he juftly meiited and obtained by 
a coiífcientious Difcharge of his Duty towards God and 
his Fellow Creatures. T hat Mclchizedek had no Father, 
is a vulgar Error, f«imded'upon that fay ng o f St. Paul 

without Father,>without Mother, wíthoat Defcent,&c.”
by



C H A  P. IX.
w ith  three VValIs ; it is very populous, the Inha- 
bitants o f  vvhich ;ire Jacobkes, Syrians, Javanites 
Georgians, andFranks ; and iníhort People ofali 
Nations. Here is a Houíè for dying-W ool 
w h ich  the Jews annually agree vvith the King 
for, that nobody at Jeruiàlem m ay be permitted 
to exercilê that Employment befides themièlves. 
T h e y  are about tw o Hiindred in N u m b e r,  who 
live in a Corner o f  the C i ty ,  under the Tow er of 
David ; on the W alls  o f  which T o w e r ,  are íõme 
o f  the ancient Building, to the Height o f  ten 
Ciibits, which  was built by our Fathers, and re
main unto this Day. l 'h o u g h  the Reft is the 
W o r k  o f  the Jilimaelites, no Building in the City 
is ftronger than the T o w e r  o f  David. In this 
C ity  are two Hoipitals, from ùne o f uuhich four 
Hiindred Horfemen(2) go forth to W a r .  Ail who 
fall fick in this Place are provided with ail Ne- 
celfaries, til! they either die or recover. In the 
Second, which is called Soîomon’s Hofpital (for 
it was a Palace buiJt by Solomon) in the Collège

o f

by wliîch the Apoñle means that his Defcent was not gcne- 
rally kiiown. A fter his Dcath the Jebufites lirove out 
hls Sons, and feizeJ iipon the City, which, as the learned 
P o ilo r Hyde obfcrves, they poiTeiTed more than eight hun- 
dred Years, and as the Ciiftom then was, changed its 
Naine from Shalem to Jebus. It was afterwards called 
Jerufalem. Perfian W iiters called it the Jews Paradife. 
Some Latin Writers, Æ lia  Capitolia, Dr. Lightfoot, fiip- 
pofcs it to be the Kaàultç of Herodotus. The more mo
dem Greeks called it If̂ oa-oP̂ v/xct and more compen- 
diouily ToXifA».

( i )  Our Author lived in the Tim e of the Crufades. 
T h e Horfemen he fpeaks of, wcre the Kjiights-Tenipîars. 
T he Hofpitals were for the Ufe of the Sick and Woundcd. 
T he moît prevailirg Diftempers aniong them, were the 
Itch and Leprofy, occafioned by the Change of Diet, 
Climate, and great W ant of Linen, which was at that 
Tim e, a vcry fcarce and dear Commodity,



o f  this Hôfpital dwell the like Number, w ho 
daily ont to W a r  witò the Saracens, excluiive 
o f  tholè Franks and Edomites w ho corne hither 
on a Pilgrimage, and íòjourn for a Y ear  or two. 
Here is befides to be feen that large Shrine cal!- 
ed the Sepulchre, which is the T o m b  o f  that 
Man, (3) ÍÒ much frequeîited by Pilgrims. T h ere  
are four Gates at Jeruiàlcm, one o f  which they 
call Abraham’à, another D avid ’s, a îhird the 
Gâte o f  Sion, and the lait the Gâte o f  Jeholà- 
phat, oppofite that Spot o f  Ground on vvhicli 
the Holy T em ple (4) üood in ancient Tim es, 
and where there novv ilands T em plo  Domino.—  
Near to this Place Omar, the Soii o f  Alcitab, has 
biiilt a large and very beaiitifiii vaulted Arch, to 
which the Gentiles are not permitted to catry 
a-ny Image whatever, but only to lay their Pray- 
ers. Ün the oppoñte Side, (5) toward the W elt, 
are the Remains o f  a VVail, which is a Part o f  
the Holy Tem ple  ; and even o f  the Holy o f  H o- 
lies. It is calied the Gâte o f  Mercy ; and hither 
ail the Jews reibrt to pr.iy, namely, before 
that Wall in the Court Yard. T h ere  are like- 
wile to be feen at Jeruialem, in the old Palace 
of Solomon, iome o f  the Stables o f  that Prince, 
built with large Stones, which Edifice, for its 

H  Singularity

( î )  He mcans the Sàviour o f ihe W orld, o\ir Lord Jcfus 
Chriit. He calis him that Man, not dnring to fpenk moir 
frccly, for fcar of the Chtiftians, amonio whom he lived.

(4) The Church o f the holy St-pxilchre, on Mount 
Calvary, bullt by Helena, occupicsthe famcSpot, on which 
the Temple o f Venus ftood, which was built hy Adrián, 
and dedicated to that Heathen Dcity. A s  Mount .Calvaiy 
was wiihout the ancient City, this Church muit be a con- 
fulerable DLllance fiom the Place on which the ancicnt 
Temple ftood.

(5) The Keadcr is defircd to follow tlie Advice which 
I gave him in a fonnerNote,
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Singniarity, is not to l>e equalled anjr \vhere, and 
near it is a Canal where the Ancients llevv the 
Beafts, which  they offereJ iii Sacrifice ; and aJI 
the Jews who conie here, ejigrave their Names 
on rhe adjacent ail. As the Traveller goes 
out Irom the Gâte o f  Jehofaphat, the Delart of 
the Feople iroms him ; anU there is the Pillar 
called Abfalojn’s Place, the Sepulchre of King 
Uzziah ; the gieat Spring o f  the Waters of Schi- 
]oah, which runs dowii to the-Brook Kidroit; 
and befides this Spring is a large and very an».ient 
Xdifice, built in the Days of our Fathers. As 
this C ity  is but indifierently iupplied with VV̂ ater, 
the greaiett Part oí the Inhabit nls drink -Rîiin 
W ater , and keep Cilierns in their Hoiifes for 

.that Pur[)ofe.
From  the Valley o f  Jehofaphat the Travelîer 

goes iip to theJVloiint of Clives, which is ie- 
parated from Jeruíáleni by the above-mehtioned 
Valley ; from this Mount you have a Proipedl of 
the Sea o f  Sodom; from which Sea it is about 
tw o Parafangs to the Pillar o f  Sait, into which 
L o t ’s W ife  was metamorphoied. T h e  Pillar or 
Statue i '  indeed daily waiied by the Cattle who 
are perpetualiy licking or rather rubbing agoinji 
it,  but it is likewile daily reftored, and b cornes 
as it was beiore. F iom  the iame Mountain yo« 
have a Proipedi: of aJI the Land o f  the Plain, to- 
gether w iih  the Brook hiftim, as Jar as Mount 
Nelx). Mount Sion is without, orbefore Jeruia- 
1cm, on which there is no otin r Building but a 
Nazarene High l'iace. Moreover, fronting the 
iame C ity ,  aie three Jewi/h burying Places, 
where they buried their Dead in ancient T im es ; 
in one of them there is a Sepulchre, wi(h the 

•Date remaining But the Edomites Içflen the 
Sepulchres, by takiiig away the Stones to build

their



Ibelr Houfes. Jeruíãlem is furrounded by great 
Moiintains; but on Mouiu Sion there Itill re- 
inain the Sepulchres o f  the Family o f  David, and 
o f  the Kings vvho reigned after him ; but the 

Spot ot G  round is unknown Aboutfifteea 
Yea/s ago a certain Wall o f  the iacrei Building 
on Mount üion iell dovvn, vvhereupon the Patri- 
arch coniitiaiided ihe Prieit to-rebuild thnt high 
Plaje, and added at the iame 'l ime, “  take the

'tonçs from the ancient Wall ot'Sion, ior that 
« Purpofe.”  H e obeyed, and hired about twenfy 
VVorkmen at the common Price, to dig up the 
old Materials irom the very Foundation o f  the 
VV̂ all o f  Sion. A'mong thefe 7c'or̂ m̂ ĵ weie two 
very intimate Friands : One ot them on a cer
tain Day made a Feail, and invitea his Conuade, 
who atter they had dined, went to their V\'ork 
together. A t  their Return the Officer who was 
ièt over them, demanded w hy they h id itayed 1Ò 
long; upon which they anlwered, that he need 
not trouble hirfilèlf about the ! inie which they 
had fpent at their Dinner, that they would wurk 
while their Comrad s were at Dinner, tp m ake 
amends for it. In drawing uj) ïbme ot t ’.e Atones, 
uponièttlng up a particular one, t-ey iound the 
Mout 1 o f  a Cave, w ùcn aiter iijme Délibération, 
they a^reed to enter, and iee i f  any TreaTures (6) 
were concealed in it. T'hey fi ^aily entered, and 
went lirait forward, until they came to a certain 

H 2 Puiùce

(6) This Fable probably took it» Rife from Maccab, 
L . z C . 3. Jofej)h îs iikewi.e informs vis, iliat great Trea- 
fures were conciialcd in the Teaiple; thnt Hyrcaïuts openecl 
fhe Sepulchre of D.«vid, the richeft o f the Kings, and 
took from thence moce tban tliree ihoiifand Talents; that 
he hri'ied Antiochus with three hundred Talents, to raife 
the Siege ; and allb that he was tJic firft o f the Jews who 
Kircd merccnary 'l'roops, &c.



Palace, fiippprted by Pillars p f  ^larljIe,,.aRd co- 
vereci on ihe oiitficîê ' wifÎTL Sîiver and Gold : 
iront ing the l'',n;r?.ncÿ vv3s a T a b le ,  and àGoldeii 
ScéptreV togeth^r v. ii'h a Croxvii pf Gold, which 
w:ii fhe Sepulchrè o f  David, K ing p f  Ifrael ; on 
the latí was : .̂olc'mqn3 ; aj;d likevvîfe the Se- 
pulchres o f  ail f he Jêiviih Kings, w h q  had b^en 
buriea fhére. In thé lame Flace are tvvoChefts, 
clofe ijuir, the Contents of which 'are unknown. 
But when theie two Men were aoout to énter the 
l-*a!acc, bèhold they w&re fudd’enly ihiittèn tq 
ihe K.arth by a VVhiiîwind; wh^re fhey lay as 
j^ead iVIen unril the Evening, when another 
W ind  aroiè, which foiinded liAe a human Voîce, 
and called aloud— ariiè ye and départ quickly 
ïrom henee. Whereupon the Men arole with 
great Fear and Amazement, and going to the 
Patriarch, related what they had i'een and heard, 
i ipon vvhicrv the Patriarch lent Letters to Con- 
ftantinople, deiiring R Abraham, a pious Pha- 
riièe, one o f  tholè, who mourn for the Oeio- 
lation o f  Ilrael, to corne unto him : 'w h o  Corn
ing and hearing the whole Matter, ns related by 
the two W orkmen, replied ; “  theièare the Se- 
“  pulchres o f  the Family o f  D¿vid, w h ich w erc  

fet apart for the Uiè o f  t'hôfe Kings, who were 
“  defcended irom thé T ribe o f  Judah.”  l 'h e D a y  
after, when ibme Perlons were lent to the two 
ïVorimeriy they fôund each of them in their Beds;' 
faying, with great Fear ; “  wé will not returil 
“  thither ! we will not return thither ! becauie 

it does not pleaië God to Ihew that F’iace to 
“  any Man !”  Therrfore the Patriarch com- 
mandetl, thàt the' Place iliould be iliut up, and 
concealed from ail M en, unto this Day. Abra
ham, that pious Pharifcet related ail theiè
Things to me.

C  H  A  P.
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C  H A P. X.

Trom yerufalem  to Hebron, and frorn thence to the 

Country o f  the P h ilijiin est and ofttrw ardi to Dd^  
majcus.

I^ROM Jeruftlem you have two Parafangs (t> 
Bethlehem, ar the Hcuje oj B<tmi pi JtiUa, ( v) 

abolit half a .Vlile dilbnt (rom whicti is the 
Pilbr ü f  Rachel’s Grave; ic lies iii a K^aç! w h eie  
two Ways meet; coiifuts ot twelve Stoiies, ac- 
Cürding ro the, Niiml)er ot the Sons o f  JacoU, 
and is cüvered i)y a certain Arch, v\ hich is lup- 
ported l>y four i-iliars. Ail the jew s,  who pais 
by this Place, uilially engrave their Names here, 
I h e r e a r e  twelve Jews at Bethlehem, who are 
Dyers : the Place itiell abouiids in Kivers, W elh ,  
and Springs. Hel>:on is lix Paralangs from 
hejice ; but the ity, which was formerly on the 
Mountain, lies now in Ruins In a VaÎley o f  a 
certain Field, namely, in the 1-ieid ot M acpe- 
]ah, (2) or D u p jc ity f  there is a l 'o w n  at this 
Tim e, together witù a large High Place, named 

H 3 Saint

(1) Tf what our Aiithor here ad vanees îs trvie, ob-
fcure Partage Gen. 35, 16, isfg liy  exjjlained. Wlien Jacob 
was on his Journey from Bethcl lo Eprath, i^nchel fell in 
Labor of Benjamin, at which Time Ihe died. Moles tell* 
us this happened wheii there was V 'k . “ D"' but a little
W ay to come to Ir.phraih. Benjamin tfils us the exaft 
Dillance. ùee Abarbancl, S. Jarchi, D. Kim thi, and K , 
Bêchai.

(2) Becaiife there was one Cave vvithin another. Thfc 
Word is derived fiom ' 3 1 ! to double. The Story of the 
Keepcrs rtiewmg l’orne m >dern Sepulchres io Trnvellers iû 
general ; and the real bipulchres of the Palrlarchs to ihe 
Jews, is intended asa gnevcns Sarcai'm on ihe Integrity o f 
the Keepers ; and as great a Compliment to the Pcnçtia- 
tioQ and Diicernment of his CountrjmeTï,



Saint Abraham, but formerly, in fhe T im e  o f  
fhe lihmaelites, there wàs a Synagogue o f  the 
Jews thcrc. Here the Gentiles have buiit fix 
Sepulchres, and namect them Abraham, Sarah, 
ifaac, Kehekah, Jacob, and L eah , and thefe 
Ihey fliew to Travellers for the Sepulchres oí the 
Patriarchs, and extort M oney irom them by 
that Means. But to every Jewilh Traveller, 
after paying the uiual Fee to the Keeper o f  the 
Cave, the Iron G â te  is opened, which was built 
in the 1  ime o f  the blelFed Patriarchs. AVho- 
ever goes down this Cave, holds a burning Torch 
in his Hand, the firft and lecond Cave are 
empty, in the third are the fix Sepulchres 
o f  Abraham, liaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
and Leah, of>poiiie tach other ; on each of 
w h ich  are engrayed monumental Ii lcriptions; 
on that o f  Abraham i-> to be lêen, this is the 
Sepuichre o f  ihe bleiTed Abraham,our Father ; 
that on Ifaac’s and the Relt, are of the like 
Nature. In the Cave they have a Lam p, which 
burns Day and Night over the Sepulchres. Jn 
the lame Fiace are to be ieen arge Calk'? fu!l of 
the Bones o f  ifraeîitei'j who bring the Bones of 
their Faihers here, and continue to lay them up 
unto ihis Day. Jn ihe iarlher End.oí the Field 
o f  Macpelah, is the Houle of our Father Abra
ham niay he reft in Feace) and beiore the 
Îame, a f  ountain ; and out oi Refpeit to Abra- 
Jham, (hey will not permit any orher Houle to 
be built in ihat 1 hce. Yuu  ha\e rive Parafangs 
from henc to Beih-Geb;uin. T h is  Place v\as 
formcriy calieu iVlarelcha, in which there are 
only tlirce Jeus. From hcnce aller a like Jour- 
iiey yi)U reach l ’orondolos Gabraleiilch, called 
by fhe Ancitnts Shunem, where there are three 
H ’.mdred Jew. .̂ Aiter travelling three Paralan ,3 
farther, yoû arrive at Saint bamuel, o f  Schilo.

T h is



Thîs îs fh it  Schiîo, which is only two Parafants 
diilant from Jerufalem, But when the Edomites 
took Ramla, which is Rama, from the Ifli- 
rnaelites, they fuund the Sejnilchreof Samuel, 
in a Jevviih Synagogue at Kama, and took away 
the Prophet and buried hini at Schiîo, and buiit 
a large H igh-Place there, which has ever fince 
been called saint Samuel, of Schilo. From henee 
you have three Paraiangs to Muunt Moriah, (3) 
or Pefipua, which is fîibeah, o f  Saul, and an- 
iWers to the Geba, o f  Benjamin, whcre there are 
n o j e w i .  T h ree  Parafants beyond which lies 
Beth-nol>i, which is the very Nob, the City  o f  
the Prit;its, In the Aliddle oí the Road are Jona

than s

(3) T hîs is one o f his moft linacrountable Vagaries. 
Mount Moriah is at Jeniialem, the ancient Temple was 
builf upon it, on the vt ry Spot on which the threlhing Floor 
of Araunnh, the Jebufite, once ftood, Here David oflFcicd 
Bui'nl-Otfcriiigs and Ptace-Oftci iiigs unio the Lord, when 
the Angel of ihe Lord ccaièd from liniting the People. 
Here he deiigned (not wlihout the Divine Admonition) to 
build a '1 emple, Hist did not, becatife he was a Man of 
Blood, as appcajs from i  Cliion. 3 i ,  Moriah, is
generally fnppofed to bederived from kT to fee, bec.ivife 
there God appear;d to Abraliam, but the lerirned Dr. Hyde 
derives it f  om n '  to ttach, and thinks Moii;ih, is
aContnèlion' of r'.’ : 0  iVloreh Jah, &c. becaiiic ihtre
God taugbt Abiahnm how to exercil'e his Faith. I heie he 
iuinjil'til him not to lay his Hand iipon his Son Il'aic. 1 hue 
he finall) Jheuotd him ihe Sacrifice which was to be of- 
fcrtd up inilead of his Son. There God a lfo /««(;/)/David 
how 10 ofter a propniatory Sacrifice, and tlteie he was ad' 
*vifed to bmld a I eniple. Upon thele Pi incii)les, t̂ ’ at 
PjiTage, Gen. i +, which we read— In
the Mount of the Lorcl il ihall He ficn— Ou^lit to bctranf- 
lated, In rhe .Moimt of t!'e Lord it iliali bc pruvided for. 
This is confiimed by a P; fl'a¡;e in th<r e jrih Vcne of the 
famé Chapter . 1 ' GoU wili pruvide him-
fcif a Lanih, &c. ail t'î nt be uiijcéttd to this excel
lent AmendmeiU is, th 't T is cnl ii/cd in this Scnfe j» 
Hipliii, aud tliat but twice in the whole Bible,



than’s fvvo PÜlars, one o f  vvhich is namecl Bot- 
iers, and the other Shene. In the City  . re iwo 
Jew s. vvl o are Dyers Krom thence it al>cut 
the famé l'/iftance to Ka»ii.;s, or the ancient 
R am a, vvhere there is ioine ot the Kiil)l>iih o f  
thofe all«, u hich were h'iilt by oi.r Fathers, 
as appears irom he Inlcriptions which are to be 
feen on rhe Srones, l 'h is  was tormerly a very 
large (^ity. but at this 'l ime there are only three 
Jevv' in it. Here is ytt to be Iten a large jevviih 
boryine; Place, o f  aboiit two Miles in extent. 
Froin t:^eî\ce yo i have five Parafango to Gaj)ha, 
which is alit) cailed Joppa, fi'uated near the Sea, 
where yon find only one Jevv, vvhp is a l^yer. 
Elialin is abolit three Paralan^s irom Jopj)a ; 
this was once calied Jafne, in which there are 
iome Vcltige o fa  School to be leen, but no Jews, 
Thi< U the i-îoiindary o f  the Tri!)e o f  Ephraim. 
Y o ii  then go on two Paraiangs farther, and corne 
to Palmis, which i-̂  the Aihdod o f  the Philiftines, 
now laid wafte, in which theie are no J e w s;  
from whence, afrer a Joiirney o f  equal length, 
yru  corne to Alchkaîon, w hich is Aichkalon the 
N e w , biiilt near the Fea, by Ezra, the Prieñ, o f  
M ifel Memory, l 'h i-  l'iace was at firft calied 
Benibera, and is aboiit four Paraiangs from an
cient Aichkalon, which now liesin Riiins. T h e  
new Ciry is very la'-ge and elegant ; and, as it 
lies on the Fxtrcmify of the Confines o f  Egypt, 
is a Place of grcat l 'rade and frequented by 
Merchan s from every Qiiarter, Here are about 
tw o  H I drcd Kabbinites, whoiè Riilers are R, 
7 ' iè m ah ,R . Aaron,an'd R. Solomon T'here are 
allô forty Karaites, together with about three 
hundretl Cutl'oeinc, or Samaritans. In the Mid- 
t ll jso fthe  City is a VVell, which is calied in 
Arubicj the W ell o f  Abraham the Perièdt, which

he



he diig in Days o f  the Philiftines. Frona 
Alchicalon yoii go to Segouras, which w a s  for- 
merly called LiiJ ; and altervvarJs, in a Dny and 
hait’ to Zaïzin, the Jezreel o f  the Ancients, in 
which there ià a great Fountain, and one Jew, 
who is a Dyer. P'rom "Jezreel yoii go on to Si- 
puria, which is three Paraiàngs farther, and the 
Zipori o f  the Ancients, u here there are the ."e- 
piilchres o f  our (4) Rabhi the Saint, R .C h i ja ,
(5) who came Ironi BabyK n ; aivl alfo o f th e  
Frophet Jonah, the Son o f  Aniittai, w'ho are aH 
buricvi in the Mountain, in which there are lè
verai other Sepulchres. Froni thence you have 
iive Faraiàngs to Tiberias, near Jordan, in which

Fart

(4.) Or more literally our Rabbi the Sdnt, Sic. This 
tvas R. Jtidah Nafi, or the Prince, firnameil Hakkadolch, 
or t1ie baini; and alfo Satam, or the Sealcr, becnufe he 
fealtd or finiihed the Miihna. He was born A .D . i io ,  on 
the famé ü a y  iti which Rabbi Akiba dicd. This gave Oc- 
cafion to the Taimudifts to fay, One Sun arofe as Ibon as 
the othcr went down. His Kaiher was Rabbi Simeón the 
7 'hiid, Son of R . Gamcllel of Jafnc, Son of R. Simeón 
the Seco îd, bon of R . Gameliel tlic Eider, Son of R . 
îimcotn the Eider, Son of R . Hillel the Eider. Hc pre
tended to be del'cended from Scephatia, a Son o f David and 
'Abigal. He was created Prince A .D . 150. He was, ac- 
cording to the Talmadifts, a compleat Saint, having all 
the Seven Reqviifites or Degrees of Ptrfeflion. i.B e a u ty . 
a, Strength. 3. Wealth. 4. Wirdom. 5. Length of 
Days. 6. Glory. 7. Childien. 'l'his Saint howcver 
J)aid his Addreffcs to the Widow o f Rabbi Eiiezer, who 
rtfufed him, and lold him rtie had been a VefTI o f miich 
greater Saii6lity. I f  therefore he had no nioïc Sanftity 
thi>n R. Eiiezer, he was a very poor Saint indced, for R, 
Eiiezer, aCcolding to Joue; was coniined many Years for 
Murder,

(5) Rabbi Chija, or the Great, firfl: taiight at Babylon, 
but Ibon after came into Palelline, for the Love of Judah 
the Saint. He pretended to be defcended from a Brother 
of David, and jointly laboured with liofchia, Rabba, about 
the celebrated W o rk o f Jofaphtot,



Part Jordan is called the Sea o f  Gennazereth,. 
bfcaufe in this Place it ffows with great Impetu- 
ofify, and pours ont a great Sea into the Land of 
the Plain ; and this is the Place which is other- 
u i ie  calle-i the Cafaraél o f  the HilJ, from the 
viol nt lîrgreis o f  Jordan into the Sea ofSodom,' 
or the Sait Sea, l 'h e re  are abolit fîfty Jews at 
Tiberias, the chief o f  vvhom are R. Abraham, 
t h e  S eer, k  M uchtar, and R .I f a a c .  There is 
alió warm W a te r  arifing from fome hidden 
Spring9, which they calT the warm Baths of 
Tiberias ; in the Neighbourhood o f  which is the 
Synagogue o f  Caleb, the Son o f  ]ephunna ; and 
in the iâme Place is a Jewiih burying Place, 
■where there are the Sepulchres o f  (6) R . Jocha- 
nan,, the Son o f  Zaccai, and R . Jonathan, the 
Son o f  Levi  : Ail thelè l 'h in g s  are in Lower 
Galilee. From thence you travel, in tvyo l^ys> 
to 1 'imin, which is Tin^nath, where îhere is to 
be iëen the Sepu!chre o f  Samuel the Juft, and of 
m any other lii-aelites. From thence you go, io

onc

(6) Ral-ibijochanan, Son o f  Zacchai, or Ribaz, re» 
ccived the Kabbala, or Oral Law, irom H»llel and SchairiT 
Inai. He was Colleague of Rabbi Simcgn, Son of HilleJ, 
and was created Prince about a Year before tlie Death c f  our 
Saviour. Korty Years be'ore the Defti ufli'on of ihe Temple, 
tlie Gates of the Temple opened c f  their own AccortI, and 
<veie (as they report) ihut again by Jochanan. The Veil 
o f the J emplc was lent in T w air ai the Death o f our bleffcd 
ÎSaviour about the iame Time ; the l'ruth  of which is 
dil'guifed among the Jews unto this Dav; and this Story 
întroduced inilead ot it. He was a great Favorite witb 
T itus. A fier the Deftiuftion of the 7 'emple, he tranf- 
ftned the banhedrim to Japhne, wheie he lived aliout fivc 
Y eais, :ind dicd, aged an hundied and tweuty Vears", A» 
this Rabbi, according to the Jevi ifli Account, was Prince 
o f  thac Nation, and Chief o f the Council about a Year 
before the Crucifixion o f our Redeem*r, it u  more tha* 
probable that this is the John luentioned 4.. ver, 6, for 
JJH)' is John,



on eD ay, ‘ fo Afchatb, formerly named GouÆh 
Haiab, where there are about twenty Jews ; frorn 
whence it is iuppoièd to be (ix Paralangs to M a-  
ran, or theancient Marim, in the Neii;hbourhoocl 
of vvhich is a certain Ca' e, in wiiich are the 
Sepiilchres o f  (7) R. Hillel and Schammai, and 
twenty oi their J. ifciplei, together vvith the v'̂ e- 
pulchres oí R. Benjamin, the Son ot Ja{)hei, and 
R . Jiuah (8) the Son o f  Bethira. From henee 
yoii go on to A ma, which lies üx Paralangs far- 
ther, in which there are lifty Jcws, together with 
a large Jewifli burying Mace. '1 his Place is 
hait a D ay ’s Journty irom Kadi^, which is K a -  
deih-Naphtali, lîtuatcd ne.vr the Kiver Joiclan, 
where there are the Sejnjlchres o f  .R. h.lea/,er, 
the Son oí Arach, (g) R . Eleazer, the Son o f

Azariah,
I

(7) Hillel anxi Schammai-wcre t\vo celebrnted Rabbinicsl 
Teachers, who floiirifheti not U.ng before the Birth <if om* 
Savioiir. The iirll was a H ibjloman, and defctndcd from 
David He Îuccecded Jiidah, the Son of Bttiia, in the 
Fiincipality. Hillel took Menachem for his Colleagiic, 
and alterwards Schammai. Hiiicl v/as a zcaloiis Defender 
of the l'iaditions, and Schammai qmte the contrary. l'his 
occafioned great Dii'putes between thcni, ’ till tlie Matter 
was decidcd (as they blafpliemoufly report) by a Voice 
from Heaven. Hillel had füurfcore D fciples, who pre
tended lo work Miracles, &c. the C h itf o f whom was Jo- 
nathaii Ben Uzziel, the Talmudilt.

(8) Judah, the Son ofBetira, fiouriihed a little bifore 
Hillel ; he livwl more than a Hinidred andFifty Years, and 
diod atter the Deltruéiion o f ihe Ttm jjle. His Brother 
paP.'ed f ir  a vei^ great M an. They pietended to b; de- 
1'cciKÍed from one of thofe dc: d Bodies (or niiher one 
of iholc Aiiatoniies) which ihe >*rophct Ezckiel rcftored ro 
Life.

(9) Rabbi Eleazer, Son ô f  Arach, was CotemporaFy 
of jochanaii, or John, Son x)f Zacchai. He was fiinamed 
“'licj the Shiner, or Enüghîener, and (as they lay) und;;r- 
ilüod psrfccUy tb« Myltencs of tbe n a j’iO Mtrcabeh.



84 G H A P. X.

A'zariah, ( lo )  R . Chouni ( i i )  Hamnnagel, 
Raich-

(10) Rabbi Eleazer, Son of Azaria, (according to Tra
dition) was rich, wife, and pions, JJe wcnt once to 
Rome with Rabbi Gamaliel, Rabbi Jofhiia, and Rabbi 
A kiba. His Father A ziria  was a Dilciple o f the gitat 
Rabbi Perida, of ■whom (a sitm ay  aiford more Entertain
ment than the T ext) I cannot help reiating the two fol- 
lov^ing Anecdotes, i .  The Grand Father o f Perida hav- 
ing had thegoüd Luck to find the Seuil o f Jehoiakim, kept 
it as a precious Reliôl during his Life-Tim e, and at his 
Death itft it to his Son, who kept it with the famé Care, 
and at his Death, agreeable to his Father’s Exampie, left 
it to Son. But the W ife of thelatter, ^-howasatrue 
Daughter of Eve, on€ D ay got into his Stiidy, and found 
the Seuil, which ihe immediately burnt, froni a Suppo- 
fition that it was the Seuil of fome Woman whom her 
Nuiband had murderçfl ;n a fit o f Paillon, t u t  whoie 
Relies were neverthelefs more beloved by him than Ihe 
was. a. Perida took fueh great Care of his Scholars (who 
£rom Appearances were as promiling as my own) that he 

.made it a general Kulc to read and explain the famé Thing 
four Hundred Times over, but fueh was his hard For
tune, that on a particular O colîon, one of his hopeful 
Pupils, eiihcr through Stupidity or Inattention, was at th« 
£nd of the Ltilure as wife as he was at the Beginning.—  
T he leamed Rabbi on this Occafion, gave a Spccunea 
of his Patience, svhieh beggars ail Dd'cription, for he 
repeatcd the famé Leéture over four Hundred Times more., 
A t  this a Voice was heard from Heaven, (which Rabbi- 
nieal Writers introduce wlienevcr they pleafe) to the fol- 
lowing PurpoÎe.— Ptrida, either live four Hundred Years, 
or obtain Innocence and eternal Life for thee and thy Pof- 
tcrity. Perida (as cvery School-maikr and Bcar-leader 
muft naturutly conclude) without Hefitation, chofc the 
huer, but his Scholars, out of cruel Kindne-ls., crietl no, 
no, no, but four Huiidied Yenrs forpeiida, '̂ I heirRe- 
queft was granttd, he lived four Hundred Years ; and if 
hc was a Schoolmafter ali the Tim e, I heartily pity 
liim.

(1 1 )  Chouni Hammaagel, is anotlicr celcbratedTeacher, 
who once (as the Jews relate) flept ilventy Yt;tfs, and at 
another Time (which might bc tlie Confequcncê of fo long 
a Nap) was very thirlty for four Years more. He pre
tended to be a great iVlagician, and to biing Rain when-



Ra/libag, (12) which is R . Simeón, the Son o fG a- 
meliel, and R .  (13) Jofai o f  Galilee, together 
with the Sepuichre o f  Barak the Son o f  Abino- 
am r Here you find no Jews. From henee yoii 
go in one D ay  to Belinos, the N am e o f  w hich  
vvas Dan, wherethere is a certain Cavern, from 
whence Jordan takes its Riiè, and rolling on for 
thpee Miles, joins itielf to the River Arnon,. 
whtch cornes down from the Borders o f  M oab. 
Fronting this C avern, or Grotio, you niay yet  
diicover where that idolâtrons Altar llood, whîch 
was formerly built by IVIicha, and worlhipped 
by the Danites in tholè Days. 7 'here are l ik e-  
wiiè íòme Traces o f  the Aitar o f  Jéroboam, the 
Son o f  Nebat, where the golden C a lf  was fet up.

1 7 'hus

ever he pleafed. He was p"ut to Death according to Jofcph 
Ben Gorion, diiring the Civil Wars between I^'icanus and 
Ariftobulus. Others fay, that finding himfelf dcipifed in 
his old A ge, he prayed that God woüld take away his 
Life, which was immediately granted. He was a zealous 
Enforcer o f that Law , “  Ciirfed is he who breeda up a 
“  Hog, and curfed is he who teaches his Son G reck." 
However the former Law was obftrved by the Jewi/}j 
Doftors, it was liglitly rcgarJed by the People,, till after 
the Deftruélion o f -the Temple, as appears tVom the A c- 
coTint which we have of the Gadereiies, who wcre very 
great Hog-merchants.

( l i )  Rafchbag, or Rabbî Simeón, Son o f  Gamcliel tlie 
Second, for thefirft. Benjamin has already buried atRome. 
amoDg the ten Martyrs, and we ihall by and by bury the 
iàme Man at Lephras in Babylon. The Rafchbag here 
fpoken o f was Father o f Judah the Saint.

13. Jofe the Galilean, or Joie the Son o f Chalpata, and 
Tzippori, was Maller o f Juda the Saint, and Author o f 
the Chvonicle, called Seder Olam Rabba. He was by 
Trade a Cim ier. Elias, it feems, came every Day to fes 
him ; which Fable has fmce given Birth to many Popiib 
Legends. For the whimfical Adventures of this Doétor 
and his Sons, particularly the Adventures o f lîîcazei t!ie 
Elüeft. §ee A b ri Zacouih.



Thus fàr extend the Borders of Ifrael, towards the 
upper Sea.

H  A  P .  X L

fDe/cnpthn o f the Cify v f  DamafcuSy and Rout from 
thence to Bc^gdadj througb HyrtOy Mefopotamia  ̂
Mofuly Ü’f.

■rpPOM.henee ycu travei in two Days toT)a- 
m aik, vühich is Damajcust that greai City, 

w hich is iii the Entrance ot the K in gdom ofN or-  
Aldin, King o f  the Togannains, 4«'ho are called 
T u rk s.  It is a very large .and-beautiful City, 

«encompaiTed by a W a l lo n e v e r y  Side, well fur- 
Jiiilied with  Gardéns and -Orehards ; it is' fifteen 
Miles in Extent each Wa^,; no C ity  in the 
W orld  can be compared with it, for the great 
Flenty of Fru it 'w h ich  it produces ; it lies near 
-the P'oot o f  Mount Hermon, where the Rivers 
Abana and ;Pharpar ( i )  take their Riiè, the 
former o f  which runs through the Middie o f  the 

•City, and its VVaters are brought by wooden
Aquæduds

( 1 ) Ab¿vta,t^cJVft may form fome Idea o f the Excellency o f 
thofe Rivers, from the SayingofNaaman, K in g s i ,5 .  “ A ie 
not Abana, and Pharpar, Rivers o f Damafcus, bettcr ihan 
ail the Waters o f Ifrael, &c. This City wa» originally the. 
i^efidence of the firft Syrian Kings, afterwards a régal Seat 
o f  the Caliphs o f the Saraceus. It is fituated in 33 deg. 
37 min. North Latitude, and 37 deg. 4. min. Eaft Long.' 
— With Rcfpcft to its Antiquity, it is the mofl venerabJc 

in tlie wKole World j it is fiippôfêii tô hâVë bÇCfl bUÜt by 
U z, a Grandfon of Shem, the Son o f Noah, and was the 
Birth-Place of Eliezer Abrahams Steward. It was poflefled 
by the Mamalukes till 1506, when the T urks cou^uerçd 
it, and have kept it ever fmce.



Aqtiæduds intothe very Houfes o f  the principal ’ 
ïnhabitants, and into the Streeis and public 
Places.

T his C ity  is much frequented by M erchsnts ' 
o f  ail Coimtries, T h e  River Pharpar without 
the City  likewife riins along befvveen the Gardens • 
a nd Orchards, from which they are well vvatered. 
Here is likewile an lihmaelitrfli Moî'que, called 
the Synagogue o f  Daniaicus, which Building is- 
net to be equalled in all the World ; and is i à i d  

to have been formerly a Palace o f  Ben-Hadad ; in > 
it is a W .ill o f  GJiis, franied by the Artifice of- 
Enchanters. T h ere  are as many Holes in the 
Wall as there are Days in the Solar Y ear. T h e  
Sun defcending by twelve Degrees, according to 
the Number o f  Hours in the Day, daily enters one - 
of thofe Holes, and by that Means every Body 
kncws, by the Holes, what o ’C lock  it is. \V ithin 
ihe Palace are bathing VefTels o f  Gold and Silver> 
eaçh o f  them capacious enough for 3 Ferions to 
bath in at the iànie l ' im e .  In the Midrt o f  the 
Palace is the.Rib o f  a certain (2) Giant, nine 
Spans in Length, and two in Breadth. He was 

I 2 one

». This isone of Bcnjrimin's Gigantic Lies, and a veiy 
modeft Lie for a Rabbinical Writer. Som eof his Brethren 
inform us that Mofes was ten Cubits high, that his W aik- 
ing-Stick was ten Cubits more, with the T op o f which, 
(after jumping ten Cubits from the Ground) he made a 
ftiift to touch the Heel o f Og, K in g o f Bafan. From . 
which it has heen concluded that the gigantic, the Jlupendous 
Monarch (to ufe the Epithets of the charitable Do£lor, 
who pours forth his whole Soul for a Shilling) was be- 
tween two and three Thoufand Cubits high. But a certain 
Jewiili Traveiler, has fince convinced us of the FaIlaciouf- 
nefs o f this punny Kind of Menfuration, by meeting with 
one End of the Leg Bone of the faid Og, and travelling 
four Hours before he came to the other End of it. A llow - 
ing this Rabbi to be agood W alkcr, the Bone was twenty 

long.
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one o f  thofe gigantic Kings o f  very ancient Date, 
whoiè Nanie was Abcamaz, as it appears from 
an Infcription on his Sepulchre, whereunto is 
added, that he reigned over ail the World. In 
this City  dwell about 30C0 Jews, among whom 
are a great many Philolôphers and rich Meo, 
Chiefs o f  the irenate ( f  lilael ; among the Reü, 
R .  Ezra, and bis Brother Sarfchalom, or the Prince 
o f Peacey a principal Senator, R. Jofeph, who ob- 
tains the 5th Place in the Senate, R . Matlliah 
Præfeél and Preacher, R. Meir the Glory o f  the 
W jfe ,  R. Joiëph the much-aümired Roclc, and 
ilrong Foundation o f  thofe w hogive or a lk( ' ’oun- 
iel in the Ali mbly of ihe E ld ers ; R . Heman the 
Shepherd ; and lailly, R. 'l'iaddik the Phyfician. 
'J here are alíò 200 Karaiies, and 400 Sa maritans, 
u  hich dtff'crent thoiigh they live in Peace, 
yet they never intermarry with each other. Froni 
thence you go in one Day to Galaad, the Gilead 
o f  the Ancientf!, where there are about three 
Score Jew-s, the Chief o f  vvhoni is R .  Zadok j 
theiè Men live in a large open Spot, abounding 
with Rivers o f  W ater , Gardens, and Orchard®. 
Y o u  then go in half a Day to Salcath, or Salea, 
and on the Evening o f  the iame Day may reacli
(3) Baal-bec, the Baalath o f  the Ancienis, built

by

(3) Balbcc was (acrording to the honourable Van-Eg- 
mont,) the ancient Heliopolis, or City of the Sun. Its 
venerable Ruins evince that it was once one o f  the moft 
magnificent Cities in the W orld. A t  prcfent it is not 
above a Mile and Half in Circumference, and thepoor In
habitants, who are Chriftians, Jews, and T u rkf, live in 
mean Houfes, no W ay anlwerable to the grand Ideas, 
which the fun ounding Ruins give us o f the Dwellings o f 
thcir Anceftors. W e arc altogether ignorant o f the Time 
when and by whom this City was built. Arabian Writers 
fay it W3S one o f thethrce Palaces built by Solomon's Genii

ior



by Solomon, in the.Valley o f  Libanus, for Pha- 
raoh’s Daughter ; the Palace is conftruôled o f  
very large Stones, o f  20 Spans in Length and 
12 in Breadth, and íò contrived that the Stones do 
notin any Rel‘í>ec>,yí-ífw to cohere, therefore it is 
eommonly reported to be the foie W o rk  and 
Contrivance o f  (4) Aimodceiis. A t  the Head o f  
the T o w n  is a large Foiintain, which rolls liJvea 
great River through the Middle o f  it ; adjacent 
to which, within the T o w n ,  are Mills, Gardens, 
ànd Orchards. Tadm or (5) in the IDefart, buiit

w ith

for Balkis the Queen of Sheba. T he common Opinion of 
The Jews is, that it is the Houfe ofLebanon, 1 K in gsy , 2 ,  

which Solomon built for Pharcalk's Dauçhter. Bxibec, or 
rather Baalbec, is derived from Baal, the God of the 
Syrians, and ni? ,3 3  Beka.ih,.a ValJey, or Plain, where Sa
crifices were probably ofFered to Baal, before the City was > 
built. T h e Name which was at ftrft given to the Valley or 
Plain, was aftemards given to the City which was built 
thereon. The Name TiSyn B.ialath, eommonly pronounc- 
ed Belthis (fays a very learneJ W riter) may be derived 
from a Goddels o f that Namc, worihipped by the famé 
People. Notwithftanding the Teftimony o f our Axithor, 
Baalbec is the. moll ajicient Name. See Monf. la Rocqiie, 
Reland, &c.

(4) A  fuppoftd Dæmon o f great Ingenuity and A d - 
di-efs.

(5) T'adtnor, Êfr.] Called by the M odems, Palm yra, 
fituated in the Delarts of Arabia, which, though it was 
once undoubtedly the Capital of a great Kingdom, yet 
Hiftory i'carcely furniihes us with any Information, but 
fuch as is purely conjetural concerning it, till the Tim e 
o f A ppiin , Pliny, &c. The greateft Figure it ever niadc 
was in thcR eign of Gallienus, whcn Odenaihus, K ing of 
Palmyra, and an A lly  o f the Romans, fo tliñinguiíhed 
himfelf againft the Perfians, as to be unanimouily pro- 
claimed Auguftus, and Copaitner in the Empire, witli 1 
Gallienus. His Queen Zenobia, a Lady no lois celebrated . 
for the Beauty of her Perfon, and Lndowments of her 
Mlnd, than for the'vaiious and fuiprizing Viccflitudes o f

Fortune



w ith large Stones, was alib the W ork o f Solo- 
moH. '1 his C ity  is encompaiTed with a WalJ, 
and is fituated in the Delarts, far from any in- 
habited Région or Country, and is four Days 
Journey diltant from Baalath above-mentioned. 
In this very C ity  there are about 2000 Jew.?, 
m ighty Men in Baltîe, who wage war with the 
Edomites and Arabian?, who are the Subjeds of 
Nor-Aldin, and aiîilt their Neighbors the lih- 
maelites. T h eir  ch ief Rulers a r e R . I f a a c  the 
Javanite, R .  Nathan, and R . O u z ie l ,o f  laudable 
M em ory, Y o u  then go in half a D a y  to Kirja- 
thin, or Kirjathajim, where there is but one Jew, 
w ho is a IDyer ; from henee you travel in one 
Day to Hamah, anciently named H-imath, upon 
the Brook Jabbok, at the Bottom o f  Mount L e-  
banon. About that T im e  fifteen (6) l 'hou- 
iand o f  the inhabitants of this City  periihed
in one D a y ,  by a violent Earthquake.------

I fay

Fortune, which ihc experienced at her Hiifband’s Death, 
lenoiinced ail Alliance with the Romans, and after various 
Succcfs, was at lall led in Triumph by A uielian, after 
which her Country bccame a Roman Province,

(6) Our Author has already mentioned an Earthquake 
în T iipoly and Judea, attended with the like melancholy 
Circumlbnces with this at Hamath, from whence ’ tis pro
bable lhat this Country was freqiiently vifited with this 
Calamity. This Opinion is corroborattd by the Teftimony 
c f  the Arabinn Hiftorian, Elmac. Ililh  Sar. 1 . i .  c. a.

l/t the thirteenih Year of the Heglra, fo great an Earthquake 
nvas felt inthe Région of PalejUne, Jor ihirty Days togetker, tiat 
the vjhole Country jhook i.mth it.



I iày in one Day, io that only feventy Ferions 
were left alive: the principie M en were R . 
Oula ihe Prieft, the Scheik, or Eider A b u -A l-  
galeb and Muchtar. From henee you go in half 
a Day to Schia, anciently named H atlor; from 
vvhence it is three Parafangs to Lambdin ; iit 
two Journies more, you come to Chaleb, or A ram 
T loba, wh'jch is now called AUppo  ̂ the Refidence 
of K ing Nor-AIdin, in the middle o f ivhich City  ̂
he has a Palace encompaiTed with a very high 
Wall. T h ere  is neither Fountain, nor River in 
the whole City  ; but the Inhabitants m ake Uie 
o f  Rain W ater,  which they catch in a Ciitern 
named Algub, each Houiè being provided with 
this Utenfil. In this Place you find about fif- 
teen Hundred Jew5, the chief o f  whom  are 
R .  Mofes o f  Conftantinople, R. Ifrael, and R .  
Seth. From henee you have two Days Journey to 
Balitz, which has been otherwife called Pethora, 
upon the Bank of thè Euphrates, w’ here there 
is to be lèen, even unto this Day, the T o w e r  o f  
Balaam, the Son o f  Beor (may the Nam e o f  the 
ungodly be had in Exécration.) which he built, 
fo as to anfiver to the Hours o f  the Day. In 
the famé City  you find a moderate Number o f  
Jews From thence you go in half a Day to 
K alaG aber, or b'elah Midbarah, which the Arabs 
were in Poire/îîon of, when the log arm ain s 
feized upon their Country, and compelled them 
to fly into the Deiàrts. In this City  you find 
about two Thouiànd J e w s;  R. Zedekias, R. 
Hija, and R. Solomon, are the chief. From 
thence you go in one D ay to Rakia, or the 
Ancient Caine, built upon the P'rontiers o f  
Shinaar or Mefopctamia, which divides it from 
the Kingdom o f  the 'l'ogarmains; here you 
find about ièven Hundred Jew s; the moft emiiient

o f



o f  w hom , are R. Zachæus, and the much en- 
lightened R .  Nadib, together with  R . Joieph. 
In this Place is a Synagogue, buiit by Ezra the 
Scril)e, vvhen he came iip from Babylon to Je- 
riil'alem. From henee you come in two Days to 
the Charran of the Ancients, where there are 
about twenty Jews ; together with a Synagogue 
built by the famé Ezra. 1 could not diJcover the 
exadt Spot on w hich the Houiè o f  onr Fathei 
Abraham once itood, there being no Edifice re- 
maining which might lead to fuch a Diicovery: 
Y e t  the lihmaelites hold the Place in great Vé
nération, and often come there to pray. T w o  
D ays  Joiirney irom this Place, the River A l-  
cabor, which is Haber, tak.es its Rife, and run- 
ning along into Media, falls into IVIount Gozan ; 
where there are about tw o  Hundred J e w s ;  and 
in tw o Days more you come to Netzibin, a large 
C ity ,  well fupplied with W ater, and contains 
about one thoufand Jews. In tw o  Days more, 
you come to a T o w n  named Gizir Ben Omar, or 
the Ifle o f  the Son o f  Omar, fituated in the 
MidÜ o f  the River Kiddekei, at the Foot o f  the 
Mountains o f  Ararat, four Miles from which 
is the Place on which N oah ’s A rk  refted ; but 
O m ar, the Son o f  Alcitab took down the A r k  
from the T o p  o f  the double Mountain, and built 
an lihmaelitilh .'synagogue or Moique in the 
Place whereon it ftood, not far irom the Place 
o f  the A rk , there yer r e n i a i n s S y n a g o g u e  
o f  Ezra the Scril>e, in which the Jews meet and 
iay their Prayers on Holidays. In this Place 
(that is in the lile o f  Omar the Son o f  A lc i
tab) are about four thouiand J e w s ;  the moft 
eminent are R. Mobchar, R. Joièph, and R. 
Hajim. Früm this Place you go in two

Days



-f)ays to Almozal (7) or AiTchur the Great,
in which there are leven thoiiiand Jevvs, at the 
Head of whom are the i^incely R. Zachæus, o f  
the Lineage o f  K in g  David, and R. Jofeph, 
who is firnamed (8) Brahen Alphalec, or the il- 
lulirioiis Altronomer o f  Z in  Aldin, Brother of 
Nor Aldin, K in g  o f  Damafcus. T h is  C ity  which 
has alvvays been very large, is the Entrance o f  
Perfia; it lies upon the River Hiddekel, (9) and 
is lèparated only by a Bridge from Nineveh, 
which is now in a ruinons State, yet has niany
Streets and fortified FiawCS JîUl remaimvg ; it is
abolit one Paraiàng froni Nineveh to Arbeel, but 
Nineveh lies upon the very Banks of the Hid
dekel. Before we leave Aichur, vve muiiobferve, 
that there are three Synagogues in it ; namely, 
firft, that of Obadiah ; fécond, o f  Jonah, the 
Son of Amittai ; third that o f  Nahum , the Elko- 
ichiie. From henee you go in three Days to 
Fahab, the famé is Rohoboth, built upon tl.e 
Banks o f  the Euphrates, and inhabited by about 
two thouftnd Jews ; the ch ie fo f  whom are R .  
Ezekiah, R. Ehud, and R. Jfaac. l 'h is  C ity  is 
encompaiTed by a Wall, is very.beautiful, large, 
and well fortified ; and decorated with Gar-. 
dens and Orchards on every Side. From thence 
you go in one D ay to Karkefia, the Ancient

Carcemiiii,

(7) Moful, or MouiTul, ftands on the Banks o f the T i 
gris, oppofite the Ruins o f the ancient City of Nineveli. 
The Inhabitants have great commercial Conneclions with 
the People o f Bagdat, Curdiftan, &c.

(8) Brahen-Al-Pta’ec.'\ The Phrafe is pure Ai-abic, and 

ought to be written

(9) Bj' the Hiddekel is every whcic meant the Tigris., 
which celebrated River rifes in the Mountain of Armenia, 
and has accjuired the Name o f T igris from its Rapidity, 
that Word in the Median Language fignifying a Dait 0« 
A rrow , Mtd. Geog.



Carceraiffi, on fhe Banks o f  the River Eii- 
phrates, in which there are about five Hun- 
dred Jew s, the moil eminent o f  whom are R. 
Ifaac and R . Alhanan. From henee you go in, 
tw o  Days to Aljubar, or Poumbeditha, in Ne- 
hardea. Here you find about two Thoufandj 
Jews ; ainong whom  are fome diligent.Enquir- 
ers after W iidom, the moft Eminent are R. Hen,  ̂
the Principal, R. Moiè.«, and R. EliaJiim. tîere 
are the Sepulchres o f  the great R. Juda, and R. 
Samuel, and in the Front o f  each o f  them is 
Synagogue, built by theaforeiàid Rabbins during 
their L ife  T im e ,  l ’here is befides the Sepul- 
chre o f  R. Baftanai, C h ief o f  theCaptivity  ; alfo- 
thofe o f  R. Nathan, and ])o¿>ür Ñam an Bar 
Papha. From henee you gp, in five Days to 
Harda, where there are about,fiiteen 'Phoiilar.d: 
J e w s;  the moft eminent o f  w hom  are R. Za- 
k en , R .  Joiëph,. and R. NathanieU Leaving 
ihis Place, you travel in tw o  Days to Ok^ 
berah, a City  built by Jechonias, iÇing of Ju- 
dah, in whiçh theis are are about ten l'-houiand 
J e w s ;  whoiè t h ie f  Governojs are R .  Joihua 
and R . Nalhan..^

C  H  A  F. XII.

Defcrîptlon of the great City o f Bagdad, the M e
tropolis o f the Muffelmen. O f  the Caliph wha r/- 

fided there. O f  the Feaji o f  Ramadan, Ânnual 
Proceffton, iÿc. o f the Prince o f tbe Captivity, hir  
Grandeur, Riches, and extenfive Power over the 
Eajiernfew s,

' T H E  next Place you hait at, after a like 
*  Journey, is Bagdad, a very large C ity ,  the 

iMetropoüs oí the Em piie, and Refidence o f  the
Abaflîan
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Abaifian Caliph, Com mander o f  the Faithful.—  
He is defcended from the Family of their Fro- 
phet, and being abiblute Governor, and C h ie f  
t r i e f t  o f  the lihmaelitiih Religion, is punéliially 
obeyed by all other lihmaelitiih Princes ; over 
u'hom he prefides in the famé Manner as the 
Fope does over the Nazarenes. His Palace is in 
the Middie o f  Bagdad, and is three Miles in Cir-  
cumference; in the Midlt o f  w hich  is a large 
Park, well fiirniihed with a ll 'K in d s o f  Trees, 
both for Uië and Ornament, and well ilocked 
with Wild Beaiis, or Game o f  every Kind. In the 
Centre o f  the Park is a Reièrvoir o f  W ater , 
which is brought from the River Hiddekel. 
W h en  the Caliph has a Fancy to vvalk ont to- 
amuiè and regaie him ièlf in this Place, Birds, 
wild Beaiîs, and Fiih, are got in Readineis, to 
amuiè and entertain him ; after which he re-, 
turns back to his Palace, accompanied by hià 
Counièllors and Princes. T h e  N?.me o f  this 
great K in g  is Abaiîîan Achmed. ( i )  He is a 
great L ov er  of the Jews, many o f  whom are his* 
Miniiters ; he underifands all Languages, is well 
acquainted with the L a w  o f  JVIoiès, and not, 
only reads, but writes the Holy Language. He-

delires

( i )  According to A . Zaco\uh, the Name o f the reign- 
ing Caliph was Muktephi. Baratier tranllates (from wliat 
Authority I know. not) Caphtzi. T he Truth is, therc 
were two Caliphs at Bagdad, during Benjamin’ s Tuppofed 
Travels, Moftangcd and Muftedhy. T he Caliph here de-' 
icribed, was Achmed Abulabas Muftadir Billa, thetwcnty- 
eîghth Abaflian, and forty-ninth Caliph, every Circiim- 
ft.tnce of his Hiilory confirms it. He was a great En- 
coaiager o f leai*ned Men, was juft, courteous, cloquent, 
and charitable. He died A . D. 1118. after a long Reign 
o f near twenty-five Years. See Elmac Hift. Sar. L . 3. F, 
S 97. where the Reader will find that was a Compiler, 
and flot a TrAVcUer,



dcfires to m ak e  u iè o f  N othing more than he can 
gain (2) by the Labour o f  his ow n Hands ; for 
he makes Mats, or Coverlets, and fealing theni 
with  his own Seal, iènds them by his chief 
Princes to M arket,  where they are bought up by 
the principal Men o f  the C ity  ; with the Priceof 
w h ich  he provides h im ielf  common NeceiTaries. 
He is a good and faithful M an , and kindly falutes 
ail he meets. T h ou gh  the Jihmaelites are net 
permitted, at ailTimeSy to ièe him ; yet Pilgrims 
from very dillant Countries, who are journeying 
to Mecca, (3) in i^l-yeman, ürive tohaveAccels  
to him, and call aloud to him in his Palace.—  
“  O urL ord , theBrightnefs o f  the lihmaelites, and 

the L a m p  o f  our L a w ,  manifeft unto us the 
“  Splendor ofthyCountenance;” but when atany 
T i m e h e  lèems not to regard them, his Princes, 
and thofe w ho miniiler unto him, approach and 
lày, “  Our Lord, w e pray thee greet wifh the 
“  Salutation ofPeace, tholê who approach unto 

thee from a farCountry, and defire tô betake 
themlelves to the Shadow o f  thy G lory,” Upon 

fhis he takes up the End o f  his Robe, and lets it 
down by the VVindow, w hich  the Pilgrims ap
proach to and kiis. T h e n  one o f  the Princes 
bids them go in Peace ; becaufe the Lord, and 
Splendor o f  the lihmaelites, being favorable

unto

(2) T ins Frugality, or rather Avarice o f the Ancient 
Caliphs, is lik«wife confîrmed by the Arabian Hiitorian, 
ivho defcribes the tattered Habit and patched Sbirt o f A l* 
manfor j whofe Son improved fo much upon the famé Plan, 
that (at his Death) there was not a Bier to be found to 
cari-y him upon, but they were obliged to make Ul'e o f  a 
Gâte, on which he was carried oui and buried undcr a 
N iitT ree, which he ufed to fréquent.

(3) Mecca, C . L . Empereur abufes our Author in this 
Place without Reafon, this is the very Mecca of Arabia 
Felix, fituated between Ycman and Hig]az,



u»to them, had beftowed o n th e m th e  Salutation 
o fP e a c e ;  at which they return H om e with  
great Joy (on Account o f  this Salutation) and 
confider hini as equal to their Prophet. AU his 
Brethren likewife, and all his Kindred, kiis his 
Garment; and have each o f  them their refpec- 
tive Palaces wiihin the Caliph’s ; yet they are 
bound with Chains o f  Iron, and have Guards 
continually around them, to prevent them from 
raifing an Infurreclion againft the great King. 
For on a certain T ime his Brethren rehelled a- 
gainft him, and fat up one o f  their own Party in 
his Place ; wherefore a Decree was made, that 
ali his Kindred ihould be kept bound in Chains 
of Iron, to prevent a firailar infurreélion at any 
future T im e .  T h e y  neverthelefs live very iplen- 
didly in their Palaces, and have Villages, and 
Cities, fubjeéled to their Authority, the Gover- 
nors o f  which pay them Tribute ; and th e ye at ,  
drink, and m ake merry all the Days o f  their L ife .  
In the Caliph’s Palace are large Buildings deco- 
rated with Pillars o f  Silver and Gold, w u h  inner 
Rooms which glifter with ail Kinds o f  Jewels, 
from whence he never goes out, but once in a  
Y ear, and that is on the Faft o f  Ramadan. O n 
this D ay  the People floclc together from the mort 
remote Countries, to fee h im ; when he goes out ̂  
he rides on a M ule, clad in his royal Veltments, 
embroidered with Gold and Silver: on his Head 
he wears a Turbant adorned with Jewels o f  in- 
eftiraable Value, over which is bound a black 
N apkin, or Grave-Cloth, to Ihew how much Hu
mili ty ought to be pradifed by the greatell M en 
in this W orld; as i f  he Hiould have iaid, * Y e  
‘ iee all this my Pomp and Glory, but when the 
‘ Angel u f J>ath iliall corne to demand the Spoils 
‘ o f  rayMortality,ClouJs, and thickD arkn eis will 

K  * abibrb



‘  abibrb it.* At fu ch T im es, he is accompanied by 
ail the lihm aelitiih  C hiefs on H orièback, toge- 
ther with the Princes o f  A rabia, M edia, Perlia, 
and thofe o f  the R égion o f  T u b o th , which is a 
three M onths Journey from A rabia. T h e  Pro- 
ceiîîon, after leaving the Palace, cornes to the 
H oufe o f Prayer, or Mo-fque, ihe largeit o f  which 
is next to the G âte of Botzra, or rather Bajfara \ 
ail w ho w alk in this Proceiîion, w hether JVKn or 
W o rn en , are cioathed in Silk and Purple. At 
the famé l 'im e  you ma y ièe in the Streets, and 
public Places, People finging and dancing to ail 
K inds o f  M ufic. before the great K in g, whom 
they call C aliph  ; and faluting him w ith  a loiid 
V o ic e , they cry aloud, Peace be unto thee, or 
“  long live our Lord the K in g .”  Upon which 
he kiifes his V eftm ent, holding it in his Hand, 
and ÍÒ returns their compliment ; and in this 
C a n n e r  he proceeds to the C ou rt-Y ard , or E n
trance o f  the M ofque ; when he arrives there, 
he mounts a wooden D eik, and expounds their 
L a w  unfothem  ; after this the lihm aelitiih Phi- 
loiophers pray for him ; and after com memorat- 
in gan d  exalting his Majeflic Greatneis and Piefy, 
prepare /(jdiíÍTiiís him, ali the reft echoing A m e n .  

Jn the next I lace he blefles them, and has after- 
wards a Cam el brought to him, which he kills, 
and this is their (4) PaiTover. He then diüri- 
butes iuitable P rtions to his Princes, w hich  
they receive with great Eagerneis, and rejoice to 

ftafte o f  that Sacrifice, whic h was ilain by the 
Hand o f fheir holy K ing, W hen theC erem on y 
is ended, he départi ironi the M olque, and re

turns

(4) Pajfover.'] Our Author has here confoiinded the Feaft 
o f ihe Camel ami Fart o f Ramadan together, for KeaiojM 
which I hâve alieady givcn in the DiiTeriation.



turns home to his Palace, w alkin g alone, along 
the Banks o f  the R iver Hiddekel, vvhile the 
Grandees o f  his Court return in Boats, keeping 
in his V iew  along the R iver, till he enters his 
Palace. One thing is to he obferved, that he never 
returns the fam é W a y, by w hich he cam e ; and 
the W ay l>y the R iver’s bide, ov«r w hich  he 
paiTed, is diligently guarded all the Y e a r ;  that 
no Perfon m ay tread in his Footfteps. A fter- 
wards, this holy and pions M an, never goes 
forth from his Palace during the vvhole Y e a r. 
Befides this Palace, he has another, w hich he 
built on the Banks o f a certain A rm  o f  the 
River Pereth, or EuphratiSy which flovvs froni 
another Part o f  the C ity  ; here he has large 
Houiès, Porticos and Hofpitals, for the ü iè  o f 
the poor Sick Patient?, w’ho corne hithcr to be 
cured, here are threefcore M edicinal W are- 
hüuies, all iupplied w ith Spices, and other N e - 
cefiaries, and all the Sick w ho corne here, are 
fup|)orted, at the K in g ’s Expence, until they 
recover. In the famé Place, is a large Edifice, 
named D a r-Almeraphtan, or the H abitation o f  
Clem ency ; where they ihiit up all the M adm en 
they can find, in the Siimmer-Seaíòn, and bind 
them with Fetters o f Iron, until they regain 
their Underrtanding ; after w hich they are per- 
mitted to go to their refpe¿live Hom es. For 
this Purjwle, the K in g ’s üfficers vifit them every 
M onth, that ail who are reftored to their Reaibn, 
m ay return home to their Friends. A ll theiè 
l 'h in g s  he does, out o f  his abundant Righteoui^ 
neis and Clem ency towards all who vifit Bag
dad, an d aré diieafed, either in M in d o rB o d y : 
for he is a pious K in g, and does it with a good 
Intention. A t Bagdad, dwell about a thou- 
fand Jew s, w ho enjo^ Tranquillity and Eafe,



and even great G lory, under the Authority ®f 
the greateft o f  K ings, among whom  are fome 
very  em inent Philolophers, and Governors of 
Sanhedrim?, w ho give them ielves up to the 
Study o f  the L aw  o f  Mofes. H ere are, in al), 
ten Sanhedrims or Councils : the Head o f  the 
m olt celebrated is H arab, R . Samuel, the Son 
o f  Eli. T h e  Saggan, or C h ie f o f  the Levites, is 
jTÎead o f  the fécond; R . Daniel o f the third; 
K ,  Eleazer (the Scholiaft his Com panion, (5) 
or FeJIow) o f the fourth ; R . Eleazar, the Son of 
T fe m a h , Froélor o f  the Order, whoiè Genea- 
logy is traced up to the bleiTed Prophet Samuel, 
w h o  (together w ith his Brethren) fings as the 
ancient M uiiciansdid in the Saniluary, isFiead or 
P p fid en t o f  the fifth Council ; R. Hafdija, the 
G lory o f  the Schoolmen, prefidesover the iixth ; 
K .  H aggai, a M an o f  princely R ank, over the 
ièventh ; R. Ezra over the eigth ; R . Abraham, 
w h o is called Abou T a h ir, holy Father^ over the 
îs’ inth ; and laüly, R . Zaccheus, the Son o f  Buf- 
tanai, their R eceiver-G eneral, is ch ie f R u le ro f 
ih e T e n th . T h efe  are called vacant,
or idle, becaufe thcy are occupied inN othing 
elfe but the neceiTary Afiairs o f  the People, 
T h e iè  adminifter Juftice fingly  ̂ to ail the Jews 
o f  that Country, every D ay o f  the W eek , but the 
iècond ; when they ail mêet at R . Samuel’s, who 
is called the Excellence o f  Jacob ; w ho being 
prefent with the other Vacants, or Rulers o f the 
other Councils, adminifters Juftice to ail Comers. 
O ver ail thefe, R . Daniel has the Pre-em inence, 
w h o  is called C h ie f o f the Exiles, or Captivity,

and

(5) Conccrning the Word Fellow, or Companion. 
Sce Elias, tn Tijbi in Focem *l3n M . Scaliger contra Serr, 
p. 77. Cl. 'Coch. in Sarted, p. 308.



and aîfo our Lord ; and can trace his G enealogy 
in W ritin g, up to K in g  David. H e is therefore 
called by the Jew s, our Lord, C h ie f o f  the C ap- 
tivity ; and the lihm aelites call him , our L ord, 
the Son o f D avid. H e has a m oíí extenfive 
Power and Dom inion over ali the Collèges o f  the 
Il'raeiites, by Permiflion o f  the Prince o f the F aith - 
ful, and Lord of the lihm aelites , w ho has grant- 
ed, and by his ow n Seal confirmed, that autho- 
rity to him, and his Pofterity. H e has lik ew iíè 
comnianded ail lihm aelites, Jew s, and ail the 
Relt o f his Subjeéfs, to rife and i'alute him ; and 
that whoever ihouid refuie,iliould be puniihed w ith  
a HundredStripes. W henever he goes forth toia«  
hite the greatKing,he is accompanicd both b y je w s, 
andG entilesonH orlèback,togetherw ith the c h ie f 
Oflîcers, who cry aloud, prepare ye the W a y  for 
our Lord, the Son o f David, as it is m eet: and 
this they lày in their own Language, O m u- 
loutarik lelejidina ben Daw'oud. H e him ièlf 
rides on H orleback, cloathed in Silk G arm ents 
of Phrygian W orkm anihip, on his Head he 
wears a large T urban t, round w hich is placed 
a large w hite N ap kin , and over it is a D iadeni, 
He is ch ief Ruler of all the Collèges and A flem - 
blies in the Land o f  Shinaar, Perfia, Chorafin, 
and Sheba, vv’hich is allo called A l-yem an , o f  
Diarbech, and all Syria w ithin the R iv e r; lik e
wiíè o f the R égion o f K ot, the Inhabitants o f  
which dweli on M ount Ararat o f  Alaniah, be* 
girt with Mountains, the N atives o f  w'hich have 
no othçr Egreis but the Iron Gates o f  Alexander ; 
where dwell the People called Alan ; befides the 
Com panies o f Siceria, o f all the Land of the T o -  
garmains, unto the Mountains o f Afnah, lik e- 
wife ot the T erritory  o f the Gergenines, even 
unto the great R iver G ihon, the H abitation o f 

K  3 . the



the G ergefeans, or G'eorgians  ̂ infeéled w ith  the 
R eligion ot the Nazarenes. N a y  even his Power 
cxteiids unto the Itrong Holds of the Provinces, 
and tü T h ib eth , or the muft excellent Countries, 
ev'en unto India ; ail theiè Colleges and Aflem - 
Llies ot Ifraelites receive their Authoriry from 
the C h ie io f the Exiles -, nor can they without his 
Pcrniiflîon, m ake C hoice of, or appoint to them- 
ièlves, either a Froieifor, binger, or Preacher, 
& c . in their reípe¿tive Synagogues, Collèges, & c. 
but ail muft corne up to Bagdad to receive Power 
Ironi him, by the L ayin g  on oí Hands ; andhring 
Offerings and riehPref-mis from the two uttermoft 
Jinds o f  the Earth. 1 his iame great M an has 
H ofpitals, Gardens, and Ürchards, in the Pro
vince- o f Babylon, and a great m any Farms, 
vvhich are his hereditary Poireffions, and which 
rc) iVIan has a K ight t > deprive him off. H e has 
allü leparate H olpifahtbr ihe Jew s, and a yearly 
R evenue arifing irom Fairs, & c. and 7 'ribute of 
the Merchants, befiJes w hat is brought or fent 
to  him from the moft remote Countries. H e is 
thereft)re very rich and powerful, weli acquaint- 
ed w ith the Scriptures and Talm udic W ritings ; 
and at his T ab le  a great Num ber o f  Jews are 
daiiy fed. W hen a C h ie f o f  the (6) Captivity 
is created, a great Sum o f  M oney is given to the 
K in g , his Princeps, and chief JVJagiftrate« ; and 
this is done on the very D ay in vvhich the K ing 
confers the Power by the laying on o f Hànds. 
He is then (7) placed in the iecond Chariot, and 
brought from the Palace o f  the great K in g , back

to

(6) Concerning the Inauguration o f the Princeofihe 
Captivity, with the various Cercmonies attending it. Sec 
Z:ic ifi Joue.

(7) The laft mentioned Aulhorgives us a long Account 
of ihis Proceflion.



to bis own H ouie, accompanied by Tim breis and 
Pipes, & c . where he confirms the M em bers o f  
the Councils, or Sanhedrims, by the laying on 
o f  Hands. l 'h e  Jew s o f this C ity  are great 
Philofophers, and very rich M en. "̂ At Bagdad 
are tw enty-eight Synagogues, reckoning thoie in 
the C ity , and thofe w hich are in Alpherec, or 
the Suburbs, on the other Side o f the Hiddekel, 
(für the R iver divides the one Part from the 
other.) T h ere  is alib to be feen a great 
Synagogue, belonging to the C h ief o f  the 
C aptivity, iupported by Cohimns o f  M arble 
of ali Colors, beautified wirh Gold and 
Silver ; and on the Pillars are certain Veriès 
o f the Pfalms engraved in Letters o f  G old.—. 
Fronting the Repofitory where the facred Books 
are kept, is an A lcen t, confilling o f  ten marble 
Steps ; at the T o p  o f which the C h ie f o f  the 
C aptivity  fus, together with the principal Men 
o f  the Houfe of David. In the Province o f  (8) 
Bagdad, there is another Cit^r, three J\]iles in 
Circum ference ; abounding with P a h n -T r e e s , 
Gardeiis, and Orchards, beyond any other Place 
in ail the Land o f Shinaar. It is likew iíe much 
irequented by M erchants from ail Countries, for 
the Sake o f  7 'rade ; it is no leis eminent for M en 
o fL earn in g , Philoiophers, Ikilled in ail A ccom - 
plifliments, and M agicians, acquainted with every 
Kind o f  Enchantm ent, and m agical Incantation.

(8) A s  the City of Babylon gave a Name to the whole 
Province, fo likewife does Bagdad ; it lies on a fine Plain 
on the Eaftern Part o f the T igris.

C  H  A P.
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C  H  A  P . X I I [ .

From Bagdad to Voumheàitha  ̂'wtth a Defcrtptton of 
the Prophet EzekieCs Sepulchre.

^ R O M  henee you go in tw o Day^ toG ehiagen, 
w hich is the great C ity  R eièn ; here you 

find abüut five tbouiand Jew s, in the Middle of 
it is a large Synagogue, near to wîjich lies ** ( i)  
buried, belovv wnoie Sepulchre in a C ave, are 
the Bones o f las T w e iv e  D iiciples. From thence 
you go in one D ay to Babel, or the ancient (2)

C it y

(1)  Some Saint or RaHbi, whofe Name is omitted in all 
the iLciitions that I have had an Opportuiiity o f feeing.

(2) “  Am* Babylon, the Glory of Kingdoms, theBeauty 
of the Chaldets Excellency, fliall be as when God ovcr-

“  threw Südom and Gomon ah, It ihall never be inhabited, 
“  neitherihall it be dwelt in fromGeneration toGeneration i 

ncither (hall theArabian pitch Tent there. But wild Afles 
“  o f thcDeCirts ih.ill be there ; and theirHoufes ihall be fuli 

of doleful Créatures, and Owls ihall dwell there, and Sa- 
“  tyrs fliall dance there. And the W ild Beafts o f the Iflands 

(hall cry in their defolate Houfes ; and Dragons in their 
“  pleafant Palaces.”  Ifaiah 13. T h isC ity  wa» founded by 
Nimrod, and afterwards greatly enlarged by Nebuchadnez- 
zar and Semiramis ; about two hundred and ninty-three 
Years before the Birth of our Savioui-, and in the twelfth 
of Ptolemy Soter. By the breaking up o f the Banks o f the 
Euphrates, the Navigation of the River was ftopped, and 
the Country almoit overflown. For this Reaion Seleucus 
built Selcucia, on the Weftern Side o f the T igris, oppofite 
Bagdad ; Seleucia then foon became a very great City, and 
in the Tim e of Pliny, contained fix Hundred Thoufand 
Inhabitants. T his made Babylon a mere Defirt, a Lot 
which in the Sequel happened to Seleucia, when Ctefiphon 
was built, and finally to Ctefiphon when Almanzor built 
Bagdad. Pliny, Strabo, and Paufanias, defcribe Babylon 
as a City, void of Inhabitants. About the Tim e o f St. 
Jeionie, it was nolhing more tlian a Park, the W all o f

w h iç h



City o f Babylon, w hich was once thirty M iles in 
Extent, but is now laid waite ; yef there are to  
be feen even at this T im e  the ruinons Rem ains 
o f  Nebiichadnezzar’s Palace, w hich M en fear to 
enter, on Account o f  the Serpents and Scorpions 
which havp taken PoiTeflîon o f  it. T w en ry  Miles 
beyond it you find tvventy Thoufand Jew iih In- 
habitants, w ho pray both in the Synagogues, and 
in that upper Room  o f ancient W orkm anihip, 
built by Daniel, Peace be to bis M em ory, T h e  
Edifice is conftruôled o f  hewn Stones and Bricks, 
as are alio the Synagogues and Palace o f N eb.t- 
chadnezzar, together with the burning fiery F u r
nace, into w hich, in ancient T im e s, vvere caft 
Ananias, M ifchael, and Azarias. 7 'he Valley 
where it lies, is well know n to ail Iravellers. From 
thence you have five Miles to H ilah, where there 
are about ten Thoufand Jews, and four Syna
gogues ; one o f  which w as built by R . M eir, who 
lies buried in the Front o f it ; together with R . 
Zeiri Bar H am ah, and R .M a r i ,  and in this 
Place the Jews alfemble to pray. From  henee 
it is about four Miles to that (3) T'ow er, which 
the difperfed Génération built when Languages 
were divided, or rather confounded. It is com - 
pofed o f  Bricks, which they call Lagour.
T h e  Foundation o f  the Edifice is about two Miles 
in Circum ference, the Breadth o f  the T o w er, at 
the T o p , two hundred and forty C ubits ; and the 
H eight about a Hundred Canna. About ten C u 
bits o f  the winding A fcent w hich formerly went

up

which ferved as an Inclofure for thofe wild Beafts which 
the Perfiaii K in g kept for Hutiting. A fter Saint Jerome, 
jio Writer mentions it till our Benjamin. For a fuller A c 
count fee Rauwolft and Boeventing, two Germán Travellers 
of the i6ih Century ; the ift is quoted by Pridcaux, and the 
là  by Rabbi David Gantz.

(3) Sec Genelis, Chap. 11,



up to the T o p , in the fame orbicular M anner, 
ftill remaining. From  this T o w er you had a Prof- 
f>eót of 20 Miles round, for the Coim try is very 
open and level; biit the F ire o f H eaven feli upon it>. 
ana ihatiered the 7 'ower from the l 'o p  to tHe very 
Foundation. From  henee you go in half a D ay to . 
Napha,vvhere there are about twoHundred Jews, 
an d aS yn agogiieof R .lla a c ,fh e  Naphathite, w ho. 
Jies buried in t he Front o f  it. From  henee you have 
about three Paralangs to the Synagogue o f the 
blelfed Prophet Ezekiel, m ay he reit in Peace ; 
it lies upon the Bank, o f  the Euphrates : oppofite 
•which Synagogue are threeico^e T ow ers, or For- 

together w ith  the like ISfum!>er o f  imaller 
Synagogues belonging to thera; In the Court- 
yard o f  E z  éiel's Synagogue is a Repofitory for the. 
lacred tíooks, and bchind it the Sepulchre of 
E zekiel, the Son of (4) Buzi the Priert, orna- 
mented with an Arch ot m >it fair W orkm anfhip, 
built by Jechonias, K in g  ot the Jew s, together 
w ith  the thirty-five thouíãnd o f his Followers, 
w hen he was let out o f Prilon by,FvilM erodach. 
It has the Profpedl o f  the R iver Chobar on one 
Side, and that o f the Euphrates on th e o th e r;a n d  
on the Outfide o f the Building a e pourtrayed in 
Sculpture, Jechonias and his Com panions ; the 
K in g  obtains the firit Piace, and Ezekie! the lail. 
T h is  Place is confidered even at this T im e , to 
be a littie Sandtuary ; for here they com e toge
ther, from the moü rem ote Countries, to p ra y ; 
firom the‘Beginning o f  the Y e a r , until the D ay 
o f  Atonem ent, nothing is to be íèen or heard 
o f  but M irfh and Feifivity  ; düring w hich Sea- 
íòn the C h ie f o f the Exiles, together w ith  ali the

Rulers

(4,) Bai-atier tranflates Bazile ; for what Reafon, I  am 
altogether ignorant. AU the Editions tliat I have feen 
rcad ma Buzi.



Kùîers oF the Sanhedrims, orCüuncîli?, come from  
Bagd;i(l, and pitch their T en ts along the Fields, 
to the Extent ot iw eive Miles. At the lam e 
Tim e come Arabian M erchants, by w hich 
Means (in the Language ©f Fait s) there is a  

.great Coniiux ot |-*eo}>le. On the JXiy o f  Atone- 
mcnt, they bring ont and reod a large B ook, 
which the Prop.'.et Fzekiel wrote w iih his ow n 
Hand. O ver his hepulchre liangs a Lam p, w hich 
has contimied burning D ay and N igh t, ever lince 
it was firit lig ited up by that Prophet,-and has 
irom that l ime been liipplied.w ith W icks and 
Oyl by his SuccelFors, unto this Day. In the 
iame l'Iace is a lacred and large L ibra’-y, f'ull o f  
Books; iome o f  vv ich vvere writtc n during the 
T im e of the firlt, and íòme oí t le lecond "1 em - 
ple.(5) Ail tnofe who die Chiidlefs nere, confe- 
crate their Books to God. And the Jevvs o f 
Periia and Media corne to pray and invoke the 
Alm ighty for them ielves and Countrym en, at 
the Synagogue o f the Prophet. T h e  Grandeee 
o f thelihm aelites, and al! the Arabians, out o f 
the ardent L ove  which they bear towards E ze- 
kiel, come here, together w ith  their Children, to 
pray, and caJI the Place the H abitation of E le- 
gance, or Beauty About hait a M ile from henee, 
are the Sepulchres o f  Ananias, M iichael, and 
Azarias, having a large A rch  built over each o f  
them ; and out o f  R eveience to the hlefled Eze- 
kiel, who reiis in Peace, thefe Places, even iu 
T im e o f W a r  have never been defaced, either 
by Jews or Jihmaelites, From henee you have 
three Miles to the C ity  Alko'tibnah, where there 
are about three iiundred Jews, and the Sepuk hres

o f

(5) I neither like my own, nor any other Tranflation, 
o f tlûs perplexed and conupted PaiTage,



of R  Papha, R Honna, R. Joíêph Sinai, andR, 
Joieph, the Son o f  Hama H ; togetber with four 
Syna;,o»ues, bearing the Nam es o f  their reipec- 
ttve Fuiinders, where the Jcws daily aíTemble to 
pray. From henee you have three f^arai'angs to 
fein-aiphta, famotis ior the Sepulchre ot ihe rro- 
phet Nahum  the liiko fch ife ; and you then go in 
one \)zy to the Villa;>;e of  Lephra^, where you 
find the Sepulchres o f K .  Haldai, R . A kib a, *(6) 
and R . Doul'a. T h e  next D ay at Noon yoa ar
rive at the Village ( f  rhe D eiart, vvhere yoii meet 
w ith  R . David, R . judah, and R . Kobria, toge. 
ther w ith R . Sehora. and R . Abah. Leaving 
the V illage o f  the D  lart, you hait the next Day 
at the R iver L ig a , \ here you fee the Sepulchre 
o f  K ing Z ed ekiah . m >.y hereÜ in Peace, covered 
w ith a large Arch ; and after the like Journey, 
you corne to C'huta, vvhere there is a magnilicent 
Sepulchre o f K ing Jecfionias, over againlt which 
is a Synagogue, irequented by about lèven Thou- 
lànd Jew s. From henee you go in a D ay and 
H ait fo (7) Suria, w  .ieh is that Mahafia which 
w as at ñrft ihe Refidenee o f  the Chieis <>t tUe 
C ap tiv ity , and the Rulers o f  the Sanhedrims, or 
Councils ; among whom were R . ûcherira, (8)

our

,^6) This was the vcry Rabbi A kiba -which our Author 
has aircady buried at Rome. Liais cught to have better 
Memoriea.

(7) This is fupported by the Tcftimony of Zacouth, in 
Joue, ûi.d other Oriental Chronologers.

Í8) Rabbi Scherira. He was dcl'cended from Zerubbabcl 
and Salathiel. His Ancellors were celcbrattJ for many 
Cenriiiies. His Father’s Name was Chanina. A t  the A ge 
o f fourCcore he was ci eated one of the Geonims, or Excel
lent Teachers, and Principal o f a ntw üniveiiity, which 
was fotinded at Peruz Schibour, or rather Perifibora, a 
C ily in the Tcrritory of Nahardca, wliere, according to

David



our R- H ai, h isS on , (9) R . S ad iasof Phium , cr 
(]j oibers tranjïate /V, the Orator ; R . Samuel, the 
Son o f  H ophni the Prieft, R . Zephaniah, 
the Son o f  Cuflii, the Son o f  Gedaliah the 
Frophet, and many other c h ie f Officers o f  the 
Exiles, Heads o f  Sanhedrims, and honorable 

L  M e»

Rabbï David Gantz, tîiere were foiirfcore Thoufand Jews. 
■Whether this Numbsr be true or falfe, I will not prétend 
to determine ; but ilull only obferve, that Scherira dif- 
ch a rg ç d  the Duties o f his Office witli Réputation, till his 
great A ge oblie;ed him to refign to his Son Hai, A .D . 997. 
Some Tim e after, upon the Accufation of fome Apolbte 
Jews, thefe two Rabbins were, by the Command of Baha- 
•juddaula, arrefted, and their Goods confifcated. T he Son 
efcapeJ, but his unfortunate Father w»is hung up by his 
right Arm , to be elther ftarved to Death, or devoured alive 
by Birds o f Prey. T his happened, according to G antr, 
when he was about an hundred Years old, tho’ he was 
from other Accounts more. His Son was afterwards re- 
inltated as Principal or -Governor of the Univerlity, aiul. 
was alfo Prince of the Captivity. He was the lail o f  the 
Gconims, or excellent Tcacliers, but was more Gaos than 
finy of his Predeceflbrs.

(9) Saadias was an Eg\-ptian, a Nati\'e o f Phium- lir  
has been taken Notice of, on Account of his Q uand with 
David Ben Zaccai, who was thcn Prince o f the Captivity. 
■—David deiired Saadias to lign an Order which was con-- 
trary to the Law . Saadias lefulcd. Upon which David 
fent his Son Judah to break hisllcad, in Cafe o f a fécond 
Refufal. Saadias furprized at this gentec-1 Ticatment, 
communicated ihe Mattcr tohis Scholars, who out of Zcal 
for their Mafter, aiTemblcd togcther in a tumultuoiis Man- 
ner, and attacked their iinwoithy Prince, who (as |he 
learned Baraticr obferves) “  eut fa bonne part, de coups de 
“  bâton.”  Or in plain Englifli,— had his Shaie o f the 
BalHng. The Peopl*: on this Occaficn divided, but David 
at lait prevailed ovcr his Antagonift, who thought proper 
to fiy to the VVilderncfs, wherc (as the Jews repoit) he 
hvcd feven Years, and compofcd aJI his W orks. He after
wards returned, and v.as reconcilc4  to David, whom he 
hnd i!ie good Fortune to furvive. Saadias dicd A c.D om ,



l i o  C H A ? .  XIV.

INTen o f the H ouíe o f D avid . From  henee yo» 
1̂ 0 in tvvo D ays to Scephithib, ,where you finJ a 
Synagogue ítill rem aining, vvhic’h the Ifraelites 

Jbuilt w ith  M aterials, w hich  they brought from 
Jerufalem , and named Scephithib in Nehardea. 
( i d )  From  this Place you.go in a  D ay and half 
to  Elnebar, w hich is alio calJed Foumbeditha, 
upon the Banks o f  the E uphrates, here you 
find about three thouíánd Jew s, and the Syna
gogues o f  K ab  and Samuel, together with 
their Schools fronting their Sepulchres.

C H A P. XIV.

Dí/crlption o f the Empire o f ihe Men o f Thema  ̂
or ih¿ Rechabites, and alfo o f Chebar the Refy. 
dence o f the.three fr e t  Tribts.

Y O U  then Journey throiigh the Región o f the 
W ilderneís o f Scheba, w hich is called Al- 

Y em an , through w hich W ildernefs, after you 
have travelled tw enty-one D ays N orth o f  Baby
lon, you arrive at a Place inhabited by thoíe 
Jew s, w ho are called R echabites, and alió Men 
o f  T h em a ; for T h em a is the Beginning cf 
their Territories, and the Refidence o í R . Annan 
their Prince. T h e y  poíTeís a molt extenfive 
T 'rack  o f  Country among the Northern Moun- 
tains to the E xtent o f  fixteen D ays Journey, in 
diítérent Parts o f  w hich they have large and 
well fortified G ities: the Inhabitants o f  which 
are oppreíTed by no foreign Power, but on the 
contrary attack the moft remote Countries, and

bear

( lo )  T his Place like Poumbeditha, and Soura, lies near 
the Euphrates.



bear away the Spoil, even from the neighbor- 
ing Arabs and their A llies. T h e iè  Arabs are 
named Scenites, w ho inhabit the Deiarts o f  
their Country, for they dvvell not in Houfes, 
but run to and fro, for the fake o f  ]^Iunder, 
even unto A l-Y em an . T h e iè  Jew s are a Terror 
te ail their N eighbors, w h o Jive in great Fear 
of them : they are for the moft Part, Hiiiband- 
men and Shepherds, and are in Poiîeiîion o f  a 
iiioft ample T erritory. T h efe  Jew s give the 
tenth Part o f  their Siibftance to the D iiciples o f  
the w iie M en, who relide continuaiJy in the 
Schools, and to the poor Ifraelites and devout 
PJiarifees, who moiirn for the Deiolalion o f Sion 
and Jeruiaîem, who neither eat Animal Food, 
nor drink W ine,. but wear bJack Veftments, in - 
habit Caves and Cottages ; and aiîliél thcm ièlves 
all their L ife  T im e , except on the Sabbath and 
Holy Days ; w hen thev inceiTantly implore the 
divine M ercy, for the Ëxiles o f  Ili-ael, that the 
Eord iTiay have Compaffion on them for his great’ 
N am efake. T o  w hich we m iy  add, that ail the 
Inhabitants o f  T h em a , and 'l'ilim as, in N um - 
ber about a hundred thoufand, w ith  Prince Sal
món the Brother o f  Annan, their ch ief Prince, 
o f  the L in eage o f  K in g  David (as it appears 
from a Book o f G enealogy, and E xtraits o f  
Queftions relating thereunto, in the PoiTe/îion 
o f  the C h ie f o f  the Exiles) go every Y e a r  
w ith their Cloaths rent, for the ipace o f  
forty D ays, and humble them felves for ail the 
Jews w ho live in E xile. T h e y  have about forty 
Cities, two hundred Villages, forty Cailles, and 
about three hundred thoufand Jews, in ail their 
Cities. T hanai is the M etropolis o f  the Country, 
w hich is encompaiTed by very large W alls, w ith - 
ia  which they both iow  and reap, the C ity  be- 
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ing fifteen M iles in L en gth , and as many in 
Ijreadth : H ere is to l>e iten  the Palace of 
Prince Salm ón, it ibnds in a moft beautiful 
Situation, well fiirniihed w ith Gardens and Or- 
chards. l'ilim a s is ailb a large C ity , having 
about a hundred thoufand Jew s in it ; it is very 
lirongly fortified by its natura! Situation, being 
jècured between iw o high Mountains. T h e  In
habitants are w ife and prudent, and iome o f 
them  are rich. From  T ilim a s you go in three 
D ays down to Chebar, which is commonly re- 
ported to be the Refidence o f the TriKes ( i)  o f 
Keuben, Gad, and h ali 'l'ribe o í  M analfah, 
\\ ho u ere carried away Captives l>y Shalniane- 
1èr, K ing ot AÎTyria. And M en likew ife iây, 
that they cam e hither and built thofe large for
tified Cities, and w aged W a r with ail N ations; 
that they are inacceiTible to ail M en : that by 
Reaibn o f a large W ildernefs o f eighteen Days 
Journey in Extent (w hich the l'raveller mult 
Jurmount before he can penetrate their Coun. 
try) they have hitherto remained unknown. 
C hebar is a very large C ity , and contains aboirt 
fifty thoufand liraelites. S o m e o f them are Dlf- 
ciples o f the w ife M en, others m ighty M en in 
Battle, who draw thé Sword, and launch the 
Spear o f the m ighty againll ihe Sons of Shinaar, 
and the Inhabitants o f  the Northern Région ; 
and alfo againil the valiant M en o f  A l-Y em an , 
l 'h is  is the beginning o f  the Indies.

( i )  Eldad the Danîte, who prétends to havc travcUed 
throxigh the lame CounU'ies, glves a diiFerent Account of 
ihofe T ri bes.

C H A P .



C  H  A  P . X V .

R out frêtn the R iv e r  Sam oura, upon the Frontiers
o f  Perftay io the City o f  A r ia , v jith  an Account

o f  the Prophet D e n ie r s  Sepulchre, ts'c.

LE A V IN G  this T erritory, you go in twenfV'» 
fîve D ays to the great R iver virah , w hich 

riins through the Country o f  A l-Y em an  : here 
you find about three thoufand Jew s. Y ou  then 
go in faven Days to N aièth , w here you find 
about ten thoufand m ore, aniong whom  is R , 
Nedajan. F ive D ays after you hait at Botfra, 
or rather Bdjfora  upon the Banli o f  the Hiddekel, 
in which Place there are near tw o thoufand 
Jews, the greater Part o f them are Difciples o f . 
thfi vvife M en , and are alfo very rich. Froni 
this Place, you go in tw o D ays to the R iver 
Samura, w hich is theB eginnin g o f  the K in g - 
dom o f Perfia ; upon the B o n is  o f  which dw ell about 
fifteen hundred je w s , and here is alib to be feen 
the Sepulchre o f  Ezra, the Scribe, and Prieft, 
who died here as he was going from Jerufalem , 
to the Court of K in g  Artaxerxes. Fronting the 
Sepulchre is a large Synagogue o f  more m odem 
Date : and on the other Side the Iflim aelites, 
eut o f  the great Vénération w hich they had for 
Ezra, have built a M oique ; for they love the 
Jews, and corne here to pray. From  henee you 
have four M iles to Chuzeftan, or the extenfive 
Province of Elam ; w hich is partly inhabited 
and partly laid w afle. Am ong the Ruins o f  
which is the M etropolis Shuihan, the a n cie n t- 
Refidence o f  K in g  Aíhafuerus : where there 
iîill remains a large and fair Building o f  very 
ancient D ate, In  this Province  are feven thou- 
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fand Jew s, and fourteen Synagogues in the 
F ron t o f  one is the Scpulchre of the blelîbd 
D aniel. T h e  great R iver H iddekel divides the 
C ity  into two equai Parte, over vvhich they have 
a Bridge. On that Side w here the weahhy 
Jew s live, are M arket Places, Shop?:, and all 
Kinds o f Com m erce. On the other Side, where 
ihe Poor live, kre neither M arkets nor Com 
m erce, Gardens nor Orchards. Some T im e ago, 
this Part o f  the C ity  envied their N eighbors,on 
A ccount o f the rich and iplendid M anner in 
w hich they lived ; all w hich they attributed to 
the Sepulchre o f  the blelTed Prophet Daniel ; 
w hich  W'as on the Side where their rich Nei¿h~  

leurs dwelt ; f . r t i f i id  by this Opinion, and being 

defirous o f experiencing the like Profperityy the Poor 
jequelted that the Bones o f  the Prophet might 
be taken up, and buried on their Side ; as the 
rich Party would by no Means agree to the Pro- 
polal, thiî vvas the Caufe o f a long and tedious 
vVar betv ’̂een them ; w hich after it had laÜed 
unril bot h Sides w ere heartily tired of ir, termi- 
naied by a T re a ty  in w hich all agreed — “  T h at 
“  Daniel’s Coffin ihoiild every xear alternately 
“  change its Place, that is to fay, remain one 

Y c a r  on the one Side, and the following 
“  Y e ar  on the other Side o f  the R iver.” This 
hoth Parties as puniiually obferved, till it was 
put an End to by the Corning of Senigar Shah, 
the Sun o f Shah, vvho rul.sover all the Monarchs 
o f i^eriîa, having forty-five K ings in Subjeótion 
under him, and is called in A rabie  the m ighty 
Sultan o f Perfia. l 'h is  is he whofe Domiiuon 
is extended from the Entrance o f the R iver hom- 
ra, unto the great C ity Semarcoth, or Sawarcond, 
ajid unto the great R iver G ozan, unto the Pro
vince o f G iibur ; all along the Bajiks o f G ozsn,

even



even unto the Cities o f  the Medes, the M oun- 
tains o f  Haphton, and other far celebrated 
Régions and People ; in vvhoiè iinfrequentcd 
Forefts are found the w ild Beafts, froni which 
cornet h the povverfui icented M ufk. T o  fum wp 
the whole, it w ill take np a Space o f  T im e  o f  
four Months and four Days to travel through 
his Dominions. W hen therefore this great 
Senigar, the Sultan o f  Perfia, cam e here, and 
faw how D aniel’s Coffin was tranfported froni 
one Place to another, and the Jews and lihm ael- 
ites. & c . thronging each other on the Bridge ; 
he aiked w hat theiè Things meant ? and upon 
being informed, he pronounced “  thnt it was 
“  indecent and unfeemly to treat Daniel in íò 
“  contemptuous a M anner, and forthwith com - 
“  manded them to meafure out an exaiV Space 

on each Side ; to put the Prophet’s Coffin in- 
to a G lais Cafe ; and fulpend it down the 
middie o f the Bridge by Chains o f  Iron.” He 

likevvife caufed a large Synagogue to be ereéied, 
accefllble to all M en, that vvhoever pleaièd, 
m ight enter in and pray there, whether Jews or 
Syrians ; and D aniel’s Coffin hangs down the 
Bridge unto this D ay, oui o f  R eíp eít to whoib 
M em ory, the K in g  has ñ rid ly  commanded, 
that no Perlón whatever, íhall at any T im e, fi/h 
w ithin a M ile of the Place, P'rom t henee you 
go in three Days to Robad-bar, where you lind 
about twenty thouiànd Jews ; íòme ot whom 
arc Difciples o f the wife JVIen : and are aifo very 
rich ; but opprefied by the Y o k e  ot C aptivity. 
From henee you go in two Days to the great 
River Vanth; vv’here there are about foui thoufand 
more. From henee you go in iour Days to the 
Country o f  M olhath : the Relidence of thoiè

who



( i )  w ho embrace not the lihm aelitini R eligion ; 
but dwell on the large M oiintains, and are fub- 
je ft  to the Eider, w ho dwells in the Country o f 
the Alchafchifchins. H ere are four Hords of- 
Ifraelites, w ho dwell am ong the Inhabitants o f 
the Country, and alio go eut to Battle among 
them ; and are ail free from the Perfian Y o k e  ; 
for as they live on the T op s of the high M oun- 
tains, they defcend w ith  g ieat Sw iftneft, and 
hear aw ay the Spoil w ith equal Celerity to their 
Itrong Holds ; w here they are in no Danger o f . 
being purfued. T h e  Jews o f  this T erritory  are 
DLfcipies o f  the w ife M en, and acknowledge 
the Authority o f  the C h ie f o f the Captivity, 
w h o  refides at Bagdad. Y o u  then go in five 
D ays to A ria, where you iind about tw enty- 
five thoufand o f our People, w ho are the firit o f. 
thofe Hords or large Com panies o f Jew s, who 
dwell on the high Mountains o f  H aphton, on ; 
w hich refide more ihan a hundred large Com - 
■>anies o f Jew s, and this is tbe Beginning o f 
Vledia. 'T'heiè People were carried aw«y in the • 

fîrll C aptivity, by K in g  Shalmanefer, and IHIl  ̂
ipeak the Chaldean Language : among w h o m .

are.

( i )  Le Sens eft, que ce Peuple font fournis au VieUlard 
des Alchafchifchins de Syrie, dont il a deja parlé ci ileiTus.. 
Effltftiveinent dans L ’ Arie de Ptolomce ĉ uî eft entre la 
Parthie, le Paropamife, La Drangianc, & la Baélriane, 
pas fort loin des Indes, dans cette Arie, dis-je, que Ben
jamin a confondu avec celle de la Medie, elt un Peuple, 
nommé Mulchet, qui a les memes Dogmes, le mtme Ori
gine, Je mêmes Noms, les mimes.Contumes, que les Aifef- 
1ms de Syrie. La fortercffe de Tigado etoit leur Cai>itale,- 
ils etoient fameux par leur Brigandages, Alcadin leur 
Chef, ou Vieillard a furtout été renommé pour cela, et pour 
ces autres Tyrannies, cela dura jufques au 13 Siecle, mais 
alors Halaono grand Kan des Tartares pris Tigado aprc» 
un Siege, de vingt, & fept A n s, Sc extermina enticrement 
cette Nation & leur Vieillard. Uaratier,



are iôm e Difciples o f the vviiê M en. 7 'hey are 
one J)ay’s Journey diitant from  O m aria, and 
extend their flabitation s iinto the Kingdom  o f  
Ferfia : the K in g  o f  w hich they obey, and pay 
Tribute to a G overnor or V iceroy, which that 
M onarch has fet over them . T h e  (2) annuel 
P ûil-T ax, which they pay throughout ail the 
lihm aelitiih Em pire lor every M aie fifteen Years 
olJ, and upwards, is a golden E.mir, valiied at 
a M orabeti, and three quarters o f  Gold.

C  H  A  P. X V I .

H jio ry  o f  D a v id  E l- R o i,  the pretended Aiejfx'ih.

H ii Rebellion, fuppofed AUracleSy and t'- agical
End,

A  B O U T  ten Y ears ago aroie one David E K  
Roi, of O m aria, w ho had been a Diiciple 

o f H aidai, C h ie f o f  the Exiles, and o f  Eli Gaon 
Jacob, C h ie f  o f  the Sanhedrim, in the great 
C ity  o f  Bagdad. T h is  M an being moft inti- 
m ately acquainted w ith the L aw  o f  M ofes, the 
C ivil L aw , and the l'a lm u d ic W ritings, ikilled

in

( i )  T his P oll-T ax, according to a Germán Author, 
was a Florin ; according to others 2s. 6J. I can difcovcr 
the mort évident Traces o f  a Corruption, and OmiiTion 
lilcewife.— The Word is fpeit 'uIîKHO Morabeti. By omit- 
ting the fécond Radical, which fecms to be an Interpola
tion, and pronouncing D Beth, like 1 Vau, and a Teth, 
fomewhat najd, (both which arc common among Fo- 
reigners) yo».i may r e a d Maravedí ,  375 of which 
aie equal to a Spanifli Ducat of Exchange, or 4J. iir/. \  
o f our Money. So that allowing for the Omiifion of the 
numerical Letters 375, which might happen by felie
ÇareleiTnefs or Hafte o f the Tranfcriber; tha Poll-T ax 
was about Seven Shillings and eight or nine Pcr.ce.
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in the Sciences o f  the G entiles, tinderflandfrrg 
perfedly the Language o f  the Arabians, and their 
Scriptures, and expert in ali Books o f  M agic and 
Knchantm ent, took iipon him to rebel againlV 
the K in g  o f Perfia ; for w h ich  Purpoíè he ga- 
thered together ali the Jews on the Mountains 
o f  H aphton, and íòme other Nation?, to go to 
lay Siege to Jeruíàlem. He gave Signs to the 
Jews by faliê M iracles, and laid the Eternal had 
iènt him to take PoiTeilion of Jeruihlem, and to 
deliver them from  the Y o k e  o f  the Gentiles, A 
great Part therefore o f  the Jews had Faith in 
him , cailing him their M eiiia h .(i)  As foon as 
the K in g o f Perfia heard o f this M atter, he corn- 
manded him to lie brought belbre him , that he 
m ight have fom e Converiation w ilh him ; iipon 
his com ing with great Boldnefs and Intrepidity, 
the King ojkedhtm the foliowing Queftion. “  Art

thou the K in g  o f  the Jew s?” H e anfwered 
and iaid, “  I am .” T h e  K in g  then called to his 
Güards, and commanded him im mediately to be 
apprehended, and ied aw ay to Prifon, nameiy, 
unto that Place in the C ity  o f  Dabaltan, on the 
Banks o f  the great R iver Gozan, w here the 
K in g ’s Prifoners are kept in Bonds until the Day 
o f  their D eath. 7'hree D ays after this, as the 
K in g  was fitting together w ith  his Princes and 
G h ief Minifters, deliberating about the Jews Re-- 
bellion, behold David, having m ade his Eicape 
from  the Prifon, without any M an’s Afliftance or

Perm iiîion,

( i )  Strange and extravagant as this Story appears, the 
greater.Part o f it.isaftuaUy a Matter of Faft, .and as fuch 
is lecorded by Rabbi Solomon, Ben V iiga, and David 
Gantz ; with this Addition, that tlxje Jews were obliged to 
raife the Moneyamong themlèlves, to bribe the Impoftor'* 
Father-in-Law. T he excellent Biihop Kiddci' relates the 
Story in Benjaniin’s own Words,



Permiiîîon, approached and flood before him  ; 
and wheii the K ing looked at him , and enquired 
“  VVho broiîght thee hiiher ? O r vvho hath 

looied thy Bonds ?” H ean iw ered , “  A 'lyow n 
« VViidom, and m y own Subtilty, becaiil'e Í fear 

neither thee nor any o f  th y  Servants.” A t 
which ibe K in g  cried out, “  Seize him , lay 

H a n d so n h im ,”— But hisServants anfw ering, 
faid, “  they faw  him not, but only heard the 

Sound o f  his V oice.”  W h ile  the K in g  was 
aftoniilied, and full o f  Admiration o f  his VVil- 
dom and Subtilty, D avid addreiTed him and 
iàid ; ** behoid 1 go m y W a y ."  Upon w hich 
he w ent avvay, and the K in g  together w iih afi 
his Princes and M iniüers followed him : untH 

.they cam e near unto the Bank o f the River^ 
when David takin g out a H andkerchief, ipread 
it abroad upon the Face o f the W aters, and 
'p.iilèd over the R iver upon it, T h en  all the 
K in g’s JV îiniilers iàw  him plainly waJking over 
the R iver U|X)n his H andiierchief : and though 
they followed him in their Borîts, yet could they 
net overtake him, w hich made them confeis, 
that he was the greateil Enchanter in the W orld. 

‘On the fame D ay, he travelled to Om aria, as 
far as any ordinary M an could have gone in ten 
'Days, and this he did by V irtue o f  the explain- 
ed (2) N am e. W hen he had told the Jew s o f

that

( z ) T h t  name herc alluded to is mrl'JchovahOty, xat 0 ry; 
3(*i c Whü is, and who was, and who is to corne.’
A s theÀuthoi o f the Révélations excellently tranflates it. 
T o  this Name the Almi^hty is fuppofed to refer when he 
commandcd Mofes to tcH the Egyptians n’nx / a/n, hath 
ient me unto you. Kabbi üechai fays, there are tliree 
Teiifes, or Times, and HSIK comprchends them all. Thus 
Pfal. 97. The Lord hath icignej, 99.
"un O tiJ? nin’ T he L o rd /V K ing for ever and ever,

an4



lliat Place ail that happened unto him, they 
were aüonifliéd at his VViidom. A fter this the

Sultan

and 1+6. 9. nin' T he Lord Jball reign for
ever. For thefc and many other Reafons tins Name was 
held in much greaterVénération than any other; the Peo- 
ple were prohibited the Ufe of it at the Péril of their Lives; 
the High Prieft only was pcrmittcd to pronounce it, and 
that but once in the Year. T o  avoid profaning it, thev 
therefore called it, in common Convcrfation, the Name of 
the four Letters ; and more concifely, the Name of four j 
on Account o f the four Letters o f which itwas compofed j 
fometimes by W ay of Eminence they calied i t C C ’ or 3 'Crn 
the Name. By being Mafter o f the true Pronunciación of 
this Name, together with the Application of it, as fome of 
the Jews report, Mofes performed ail his Miracles. Some- 
thing of the like Nature is blafphemoufly related of a 
grcater than * Mofes ; and by the famé Means David- 
El-Roi is herefuppofed to havc croiTed the River uj.on his 
Napkin, or Handkerchief, though another Author fays it 
was his Cloak. It is alfo calied by Rabbinical Writers, 
the gi eat Name, the gloribus Name, the appropriated Name, 
and the explained Name, or as fome tranflate
it, the ineffable Name ; it was called the explained Name, 
becaul'c they explained it by '3 'n  Adonai j which they al- 
ways pronounced in the Room of it. I f  thus written 
preceded P.iH’ to avoid Répétition, they pronounced 
nfTi' Adonai Elohim. A s  the Jews called it the Name 
o f füur Letters, fo it is by the Grceks fometimes called 
TfTçayça/;<t^«TM The Septuagint Tranflation renders it by 
Kyçtoj not on any Religious Account, but becaufe the 
Greek Laingiiage wants Lttters to expiefs it, as appears in 
Aîi'i Lcvi, n n  David, and many otheis. The
like DifRculty frequcntly occurs in expreifing Roman 
Names, as Valerius, &c. whîre v Pfilon is
ftrained and dillorted in a.ftrange, and unnatural Manner. 
Latin Wrirers rendered it by Dominus, till the Time of P. 
Calatin , who (according to Buxtorff ) was the firft thaï 
^vrote Jehovah. Concerning the Time and Place, wheti 

'•where, and by whom i l  might be pronounced, together 
with the myftic Senfe, magical Application, and miraculous 
Eifcfts o f the expliined Name, &c. See Cod. Talm . 
Miihn. Kaddoth 0 )d . Pefac.Cod. Sotah. Cod. San. Cod. 
iclval. In £ruv. R . Chiikia, Jalkut, and Maim,



Sultan o f  Perfia, iènt Leiters to the Com m ander 
of the Faithful, Calîph o f  Bagdad, Lord o f  the 
lihraaelites, defiring him to acquaint the C h ie f 
o f the C ap tiv ity , and the Heads o f  the San - 
hedrims, that i f  they did not prevent David-^ 
El-roi froni doing Aôtions o f  the like N ature, 
he would put all the Jews to D eath  that vvere 
found in his Kingdom . A t this all the AiTembiies 
o f Perfia were in the greateft Trouble and 
A nxiety, and lent Letters unto the Prince o f  the 
Exiles, and princ-ipal M en o f the Sanhedrims and 
Councilsdw ellingat Bagdad, afterthis M anner,—  

W hy iliall we die in your S igh t, both vveanrf 
“  ail the AiTembiies o f  Perfia? Reiirain that 
« M an, that he flied not the innocent Blood!"— ' 
W herelbre the C h ief o f  the Exiles, and C hiefs 
o f the Sanhedrims, fent Letters unto David, to  
the following Purpoiè, “  Be it 'k n o w n  unio 
“  thee, that the T im e  o f  our Redemption is 
“  not yet com e; that our Signs are not yet ièem 
«  by us, and by the Pride o f  his own Spirif, 
“  iliall no M an prevail. Therefore vve co m - 
“  mand thee to rellrain thyfelf, that thou doeft 
“  not fuch like Deeds hereafter, to whicH C om - 
“  mand i f  thou art difobedient, bethou excom - 
“  municated and eut ofF for ever from the Con- 
“  gregations o f  ifrael.” l 'h e fe  Letters they 
farthw ith iènt iû David, and likew ilè others 
nnto Zaccheus, a M an o f princely R an k dwelling 
ir» AÎTyria, and to R . Jofeph the Sesr, (who is ür- 
named Brahen Al-Phelec) who iojourned there, 
that they m ight iènd Letters unto David El-roi. 
W herefore they alio added Letters (nam ely, 
the above mentioned C h ie f Ruier, and the Seer) 
in w hich they exhorted and advifed h im to  dtîfill 
from his Enterprize, and do that w hich was 

and rig h t,— -but lie was deaf unto ail thefe 
M  T hin gç,



T h in g s, and returned not from his evil W ay, 
úntil a certain K in g  arofe, and took the Matter 
ín  H and, naraed Zin-Al-din^ K in g  o f  the T o - 
garm ains, and VaíTal o f  the K in g  o f Perfia.; 
\vho íent M eflengersrío the Father in L aw  o f 
D avid El-roi, and ten thoufand Pieces o f  Gold, 
that he m ight put him to D eath privately; 
w h ich  he accordingly performed, by entering 
his Hoiiíé and kilHng him w hile he was íleeping 
i'n his iJed ; by w hich M cans his Art and Sub- 
tilty  w ere o f  none Effe¿V. Notwithftanding 
this, the K in g  of Perfia’s fierce Anger was not 
yet appeaíed, nDr turned aw ay both from the 
Jews o f  the Mountains, and thoíe in his own 
Territories, whereupon the Jews fent unto the 
C h ie f  o f the Exiles, that he m ight go unto the 
K in g  in their B ehalf ; vvho accordingly going 
unto the K in g , addreíTed him  in kind Speeches 
and pleafing W ords, by w h ich , together with a 
Preíent o f  about a hundred T alen ts o f  Gold, 
he was appeafed. Afterwards the Country had 
Peace, when the K in g  turned aw ay from the 
Fiercencfs o f his Anger.

C  H A  P. X V II.

Ĵ rom Arta and the Mountains o f  Haphton, io the 
Mountains o f IÑijbor  ̂ and the River Gozan  ̂
(which is Gihon^or OxusJ hy the íVay of Hama~ 
dan y and Jfpahan.

F r o m  the HüI Country already mentioned, 
you travel in ten D ays to Hamadan, that 

great C ity  o f  M edia, (which gives a Ñ am e to 
the whole Province) in w h ich  there are near 
jifty  Thoüland Jew iíh Inhabitants, Fronting a

certa lu



certam Synagogue in  this Place are the Sçpul-. 
chre$ o f M ordecai and Efther. Dabreztan is four 
Days Jouriiey from  henee ; ¡t contains àbout 
f o u r  Thoufand Jew s, vvho dwell on the Banks o f  
the R iver G o za n .(i)  Y o u  then go in iëveix 

M  2 I3ays

(1) The very learned Dr. Hydé, Hift*' Rel. Vet. Pers. 
looks upon Gozan to be a falfe Keading, and ihinks 
diat the trvie Reading is pin Chozan, or Chuzan, from 
Chuz, or Huz, the eldeft Son of Nahor, Gen. 21, a i ,  who 
built a City of that Name ; but as Huz begins with 
yG nain, and ends with y Tzade, I niuft (unlefs I take 
frejb Liberties with the T ext) prefer the common Reading. 
The Gozan o f  Benjamin is the River Gihon, or Oxus. 
The Gozan of the SS. is the great River Caftus, otherwife 
called Cyrus, K or, and K ur, o f Georgia, in A lia, which 
faîls into the Calpian Sea. Some have with Reafon thought 
that the Gozan, and the Sabbatic River, are one and the 
famé; that it received this latter Name, becaule the Jcws ■ 
who were carried av/ay into Captivity, by thcir Afiyrian 
Conquerors, had neither Tim e nor Opportunity to kccp the 
Sabbath in due Form and Ordçr, till they came to their 
feveral Stations ou the Banks o f G oïan. The Ti-uth is, 
the Sabbatic River is the Child of Rabbinical Fancy, ilicrq 
neither is, nor evcr any fuch River in'íTíe v
the very Name of it, is either a Forgety, or at beft a miftaken 
Reading. The ancient Jews might vcry naturally call the 
River Gozan TlJ or nnj the River o f the
Tribes ; by which they meant the Gozan, near to wjiich the 
captive Tnbes were ftationed. T o  ail who objeét, that the 
Word is generally fpek Sambation, that the initial
Letter is 0, and not '¿r : I anfwer, that the Epenthefis o f O 
Mcm, is either a common Figure, oran Eiror c f  tlie Sciibe, 
and that a  Sin, and D Samech are indifcriminately uied, as 
appears from the Authority of Elias in Thiibi, and the 
confiant Praftice o f Oriental Writers. The various Pio- 
digics related q f the Sabbatic River, the différent Parcs o f 
the World in which it has been placed ; the romaiitic A c -  
counts of the Jevviih Inhabitants who dwell on the othar Sidç 
of it, will be the Subjeél of a future Publication, which will 
afford much Amufement, and perhaps fome Inllruftion. 
Sec for tl»e prefcHt SchalÜieUth Hakkibala, Abraham• Pe-

ritfol.



D ays to fhe great C ify  o f  Ifpahan, the M etro, 
polis o f  the whole Em pire, which is tw elve Miles 
an Circum ference. Here you find about fifteen 
Thouiand Jewp, and the great R . Sar-Schalom, 
or Prince o f  Peace, who is by the Authority et 
the C h ie f of the Exiles appointed principal Go- 
vernor both o f theiè, and ali other Jews in ail 
the C ities o f the vvhole Em pire o f Perlia. Froni 
Iiencc you have foi’r Days Journey to ûchiphaz,
(2) a principal and moft ancient C ity  o f  Perfia, 
lorm erly named Perfis, w h ich  gave a N am e ta 
îh e  whole Country. It contains about ten 'rhou- 
iand Jew iili Inhabitants. From thence you go 
in  feven D ays to G ina, a large C ity  on the 
Banks o f  Gozan, where there are about eight 
Thoiiiand Jews, 'î his C ity  is a Kind o fF air , 
w hich for the Sake o f  Com m erce, is much fie- 
quented by all the Nations o f  the Gentiles, and 
lias a moit ample T erritory  annexed to it. From 
henee you go in fîve D ays to Samarcuth, cr 5a- 
ma’-cand̂  a large C ity  fituated on the Confines of 
the Kingdom , in w hich there are about fifty

Thouíánd,

ritfol, Orclioth Olam, Rabbi Gcrforn, Ben Elierer, Sepher 
Geliloth Eretz lirael, Jofcph Ben Gorioii, Eldad Danita» 
ManaiTeh Ben llrael, Mikve Ifrael.

(7 .)  Schiphar feems to  be a Corrupiioñ of Schiraz or 
Schcnaz, a large C^'tyinthe Province of Fars, 01 Faiziiian, 
in a pleafant aiul fertile Plain, extending 50 M iles from N. 
t o  S. The Capital o f the Kingdom at one Ptriod. This 
City fpnmg ont of the Ruins of Pei’fepolis, ftands npon 
jhe River Bendinier, 200 Miles North of Orm\is ; and 250 
South of Ifpahan. *About ten Lines which immediaiel)' 
t'ollow— Jewifli Inhabitants— are totally omitted in Bara- 
tier’« Tranflation. When lie alfo fpeaks o f Samarcand, he 
fays, “  Afept Journées de la, eft Samarcanth which he 
«ught to have tranflated, “  A ciiîque Journées, & c .”  for 
ihc Hc-brew Word i» ciruqui, fivc, and not ni'2 '«P
Sept, Scven.



Thoiiíand Jew ?, governed by R . O badiah, o f  
princely R ank ; m any o f thefe M en are no leís 
celebrated for their W iídom , than íheir Riches. 
From tJience M en travel in four D ays to T iib o th , 
\vh¡ch is T h ib e t, in the Foreíls o f  w hich Pro
vince the M uík is found. -

C  H  A  P . X V Ü I.

jUcount o f the Mountains o f  Nijbor^ ínhaVited hy 
four Free and Jndependcnt Tribes. The Sultan o f  
Pcrfias Expédition againji the Copheral Turkt:- 
Hijíory o f Rúbbi Mofes.

T raveller then goes on for tw’en ty-eight ' 
^  D ays more, iintii he arrives at the Moun-- 

tains of N iíbor, w hich hang over the R iver G o 
zan. T h e re , nam ely, in the Perfian T erritory, • 
are certain Ifraeiites, Aborigines -of the M oim - 
lains, vv̂ ho affirm, that there are novvdwelling in 
the Cities o f  N iíbor, four T ribes o f  lí'raelites, 
namely, the T rib e  o f  D an, Zebulon, A ícher, and 
Naphthali, vî ho are the firíl captive M ultitude 
which were carried aw a y  by Shalmanezer, K in g  
of AÍTyria ; according to that Saying w hich is 
written “  And he led them aw ay unto Lahiah, 
( i)  “  and Habor, Mountains o f G ozan, and • 

M 3 “  M o u n --

( j )  Benjamin, or his Scribe, bj' placing 3  Beth before 
makes h a radical Letter, by which Means I am 

obliged to tianilate Lachlah, and not Chalah, Agrecable to 
the SS. he ihould likewife have written Cicies, and not ' 
'in  Mounlains; as it appears from 2 Kings 17, and 6 v. 
The Gozan o f the Sci iptures is (as has betn ali-éady ob- 
ferved) the Rivtr Cafius : Chalach is Colchis, Chabor is 
iberia, or Georgia, and Hara means a mountainous, un>

cuhivated



** Mountains o f  M edia.”  T h e ir  Country fs 
4 wenty D ays Journey in Extent ; in the moun- 

tainoDS-

cultîvatcd Part (jf the Country. T his corrcfponds with 
the SS. whicb make Gozan, a River, and Châlach and 
Chabor, (or as our Tranflation runs, Halah and Habor) 
Provinces of the AiTyrian Empire. T he Affyrian Monarch 
placed his Captives here, the more efFc£tual!y to prevent 
their Return to Jerufalem, or becaufe he might not chufe to 
iruft them tco near to his own Capital 5 or becaufe onePait 
o f this extenfive County was bai ren, and verythinly inha- 
bitcd, and the other Part ftood in great Need o f Cultiva
tion. Henee it appears that the modem Colchis, Iberia, 
A lbany, Cafiiis, the mountainous Pait o f  Media, which is 
the modem Georgia, Mingrelia, Imiretta, Guriel, Car- 
duel, Cakct, Schirwan, Dageilan, the River A k fii, or 
Coifu, OB which ftands the Town of Andreof, or St. An- 
iircw, (which belongs to the Ruflians) Ghilan, and Ma- 
fenderan, were the principal Places wherc the captive If- 
raelites were placed. ’T is  probable that they continued 
hcre no longer than they were obliged. A  natural Defire 
o f  Liberty excited them, like the Northern Nations, who 
fome Centuries after over-ran the greater Part of Europe 
and Afia, to £eek their Fortunes elfewhere, in Piuluit uf 
ibme better Counp'y. Nothing can be more reafunabie, 
and natural than 10 fuppofe, that they took their Rout 
through Scythia : Orteiius, and fome others, have already 
uífinned that they fettled in Tartary. petachias found 
Jev ŝ in this Coimtry who differed from their Brethren in 
no otbcr Refpefl, than becaufe ihey were unacquainted 
■wilh ihe Traditions. A n  évident Proof, tliat they Icft 
their Country before itw as inftfled with thefe Traditions. 
T h e illuftrioiis Prefident of Tho»i, fays theTartars made ufe 
o f Circumcifion before Mabojnet, and wire acquainted wilh 
thofe Precepts, whkh are cailcd the Preccpts c f  Noah; a- 
mong other Upinions, that o f the Unity of the Deity, was 
»,nc which they beiieved, and obliged their vanquiftied Enc
intes to receive and acknowledge. T o  which may be added, 
that Ch;ildc.T'n Infcn'ptions have been difcovered on t!,e 
Stoncs of rlieir Mofqives, in Littlc Tartary. T he Mor- 
duas, a People wiio inhabit the Frontiers of Mufcovy aii.l 
'I artary, aíioiC one G cd, Creator of lleavcu and Earth,

to
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taînous Parts o f  which are large Cities nnd 
Caíales, fírongly fortified. One Part o fth cir

C ountry

to whom thcy ofFer thcir firft Fniits. T he People who in 
hábil thc vaft Empire of Cathav, which feparatcs Tartary 
from China, rejeft the Name of Jcws, Chriftians, Maho- 
mctans and Pagans, but obfei-vc the Jcwiih Religion, with 
the Exception of fome few Cercmonies. W hich is not at 
al) to be wondercd at, whea we confider that even in the 
Days of Hezelciah, thc Jews had “  for a long Tim e neg- 
“  lefied to keep the PaiTover*”  a Chron. 30. ver. 5.— . 
For ihey had not done it oj a long Time, in fuch Sort as tí <waf 
njoritten. T he great Similarity of the two Languages 
js another Proof. The Tartars call their Princes, Kans, 
which comes from the Hebrew W ord njp Kanah, to ac
quire, poflefs, &c. Suppofing it to be fpelt, which is more 
common with Oriental Writers, Ikh Ohan, it may then 
corne from njT Chanah, topitch Tents, or encamp, which 
niay with more Propriety be applied to tlie Tartars, than 
to any People jn the known W orld. Thcy alfo call thcir 
Chans Sar, which in Hebrew fignifies Prince, Leader, 
orChief. The Chan’s Family, and his principal Officers, 
are called Cherin, or Chorin, Nobles, & c. Eccles. 10, 17. 
wetranflate î*"»in Chorin, by the very famé Word. In the 
Language of the Huns, a People o f Scythia : Hunogartn 
figniHes a Nation which travels and makes Encampmcnts. 
Have we any Reafon to doubt its Dérivation from njin 
Chune, or Hune, a Participle of the Vcrbnjn, and "iJ Gcr, 
a Traveller, or Stranger, thc Plural o f which is 0 '"̂ î 
Travellers, or thofe who travel ; which altogcther compolfe 

Hunahgarim ; and by a Euphony common to 
moft Languages, Hunogarin, tholc who travel, and pitch 
Tcnts, or make Encampmcnts. Marzus in the Scychian 
Language, fignifies a Wedding, from Maral'ch,
which comes from the Root C “ K Arafch, to betroth, c- 
fpoufe. Baar, nn Infant, from thc Chaldæan Word “13 
Bar, a Son, Cliild, or Infant. Mycha, a Sword, from 
« 1 0  Machah, he who ftruck or woundcd, v»iih a Varicty o f  
oîher Inltances, which tend to pft)ve thatthey aie defcend- 
ed from the lame People. Another Party of Ifraclites 
pei etrated into Thrace. This cannot be doubted after the 
vilible Marks of Judaifm, which have been difcovered in 
that L’ountry. T he Üdomantes, according to Arillophanes, 
Acharo. A c l. 1. Sccj), were Jcws, The Scholiait

upon



Cûuntry is waílied by the R iver Gozan ; they  ̂
are in Subjedion to no Frince or Potentate o f

the

upon that Author, fays, “  Oíofixurur iSíoç GtatKixoi ĉta  ̂ 3$  ̂
avTtíç leouteç £»>«»._ “  The Odomantcs arca People o f. 
“  Thrace, they fay that ihey are Jews.”  Hermippas Vjt. 
Pythag. obfer\es, “  Pythagoras pciformed and faid thfefe 
“  Things, in Imitniion o f the Jews and Thracians ; the 
“  Invention of whlch he arrogated tohunfelf. For that Man 

has certainly borrowed from the Jews, many Opinions 
“  w-bi.cb we find introduced into bis Philofophy.”  A s  the 
Tribes. pafled tbrough, and partly fettled in Tartary and 
Mufcovy, it is more than probable that the Carreens, or 
Carraites, are defcended from thcra, who abating fome Cé
rémonies, (which I have already accounted for) are the 
f;uT>e Kace o f People. Othcrs travelled into China, where 
the MiíTionaries found Hebrews who had never heard of 
the Incarnation of our Saviour, had no Traditions among 
them, and called themfelves Ifraelites ; a manifeft Proof i 
o f an early Migration. T he Jews of India raay have di
vers Originais. Som« of them were probably Adventurcrs - 
who carne in the Fleets which Solomon fent to Ophir for - 
Gold, who liking the Gold, and the Country which pro- 
duccd it in fuch great Plenty much better than thcir own, 
never thought o f returning. Others defcended from the 
Captive Tribes. A  third Part are the Defcendants of ihofe 
Jews, who fovight for an AíTylum in India from the jud 
Vengeance of T itus. And the fourth are thé Children of ’ 
thofe, who after their Revolt, in the Tim e ofjuttinian, wer<» - 
fcnt to the Number o f twenty Thoufand into Períia, where 
they were fold to Indian Merchants. Though it is the ge
neral Opinion of the modem Jews, that fome of the Tnbes 
fettled in America, I can by no Mcans crédit fuch a 
Report, and firmly believe with M r. Bafnage, that the 
Traces o f Judail’m, which fome have there pretended to 
difcovcr, may be attributed either to Jews who went there 
fmce the Difcovery of that Continent, or from a few Indi
viduáis who have been thrown Aflioie by fome Temptft, 
Upon Enquiry it appears, that this Suppolition is founded 
only upon a whimíical btory, the Subitanee c f  which is—. 
A  certain Span íh Jew, named Aaron Levi (but who went 
by the Nam eof Montefinos, in Spain, for Fear o f the In- 
quifition,) told R . Manaffeh ^eu Ifrael, o f Amfterdam,

A . D .



the G entiles, but have a Prince o f theîr owrij 
named R . Jofèph A m raceli, or ch ief Governor, 
a Levite. T h e y  have among iheni iome D iic i-  
ples o f the w ilë M en, and íòine, \v.ho exerciiè 
Agriculture, and go out to Battle as far as the 
Région o f Cufli (2) journeying through the D e-

iarîSv

A . D* 1644, rhat when hewas at Chili, în South America, 
he got acquainted with one Francis, an Indian, witli 
vhom he went to Peru. T h a t he was there confined iir 
the Piilbn o f the Inquifition, that after his Reieaiè, ho 
{oiind that his Indian Friend was a Jew. T o  eut the Story 
fiiort, he conduéled the Spaniard to the other Side of the tre- 
Hiendous Mountains oi Chili, named Andes,, an<l Cordil
leras, where they founxi an Empire of Jews; they then 
came to a River, at a Signal gix'en, four Jews cioifed the 
Kiver, and after proving tlierafelves to be> Jcws by mnt 
different Signs (lor they did not undedland each other’* 
Language) returned. Four more came over, and returned ; 
which they continiied to do by Fours, for the Space o f  
threeDays, who ail ufed the famé Language, or at leaft 
tlie fanje nine Signs. A t  laft the Jews having fatisfied' 
their Curiofity, and Aaron Levi and his Friend, being tired 
of their Adventure, retucned back to the famé Places fronx 
whence they came. See ManaflTch Ben Ifrae!, Mikve If- 
cael, where tliis Story is ftilly related-, and our Benjamin’*- 
Travels at full Length, to flatter the Jew s In the Opinion, 
that their lirethr^n are in PoiTefllon o£ Kingdoms and Em* 
pires, in eyery Quartei; of the Globe*.

(2) By this the Reader muft not fuppofe that our A u - 
thor (favs C . L ’ Empereur) means. Cufh, or Æ thiopia, un
der Egypt, but that Cufli, Cuth, or Ciitha, mcntiîjied 
a-Kings, 17, 24, “  And theK ing of Aifyria brought Men- 
“  from Babylon, and from Cutha, from A va, and fioni 
*• Hamath, and frSm Sepiiarvaim, and placed them in ihc' 

Cities o f Samaria, inilead ofthe Children of Ifrael j and 
“  they pofleiTed Samaria, and dwelt in the Cities thereof.

Abarbanel fays, Cuth is another City in (lie Lanci'
“ ■ of the Chaldæans. Perhaps this may be the Country 

whioh Horodotus fpealcs of.
'Tm /x£v fTrep h ŷvtrxü AiSîottw» x«i Aç(ra[A
r,('- 01 èi U7r’ ai/xTo?\sur AiSfOTrtf, (ái^oí tr§»TíV¡>tTo\, 

rrçorBTtrtt êcTo roio-t
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farts. T h e  Copheral (3) T iirks, (w ho have great 
A ftèd ion  for the Jevvs) are their Aiüesr. T heiè 
l?eople w orihip the W ind, and inhabit the De- 
lârt, they neither eat Bread nor drink VVine,but 
devour their M eat raw , and almoft alive, as they 
happen to meet w ith it, vvithont any Kind of 
C ookery  whatever. l 'h e fe  favage People have 
in the Place o f  a N ofe, tw o iinall Holesthrough 
w hich  they draw their Breath. T h e y  eat ail 
Sorts o f Anim ais, bofh clean and unclcan. ’l 'is  
now about ftiteen Y cars fince they colleéted a 
m oil powerfiil A riiiy , and com ing into pçrfia, 
took the great C ity  K ai, which they ihiote with 
the Edge o f  the Sword, and utterly deltroyed ; 
andcarried back the Spoil thereof w ith  them to 
their Defarts. T h e  like was never known in 
Perfia, for tiie Space o f m any Years. A t the 
N ew s o f  this Overthrow the K in g  o f Perfia was 
greatly enraged, iï/i/Z furpri^ed^ “  having,.

as he obièrved, never heard that any Army 
^  cam e from that Deiart in the D ays o f  his 
“  Forefaiher&4 1 will therefore go, continned be,. 

and extírpate the very N am e o f  them froin 
the Earth.’  ̂ Upon which he fent Meiièngçr?, 

to  gather together ail the Forces in his D om i
nions ; and being at a Lois for fome Spy to con- 
diiéV him unto the T ents o f  his Enemies^ he at 
lafl: foundone, who (jiretending tol)e one o f that 
Peuple) promiiêd to conduôl him to their En- 
cam pm ents, on w hich Condition the King 
prom iied^m ply to reward him . ü e  then afked»

“  what

** Arfames h ad the Conimand of the Ætliiopians beyond» 
“  the Arabians j but thofeÆthiopians froin llie

Rifing  ̂ o f the Sun (for they fouglittwo difFcrent W a y s ) ‘ 
** wcre ranked together with the Indians,”

(3) The Copheral .Turks are fuppofcd to be ihe Calmuc- 
Tartars.



•*« what Q uantity o f  Provifion was neceiTary for 
^ them diiring their M arch through the W ilder- 

nefs?” T h e S p y  repIied/‘ takeBread and W ater 
ti for fifteen D ays, for you will m eet with no 
« Provifion iintil you corne to their Territories.” 
VVhen ail things were got ready, they took their 
Roiit thro’ the Wildernefs for-the T im e  alx>ve- 
nientioned, at the Expiration o f  w hich having 
littîe Provifion left, iome oF the M en and Beafts 
died through .Fatigue and H unger. A t this the 
King ordering the Spy to be brought before hini, 
addrtiTed h im in  the tollowing Manner. “  W here 
« are thy Words and Promiies, by which thou 

hait made us to hope, and rell: aifured o f  find- 
ing our Enemies ?”  T o  w hich he anfwered 

and laid, “  1 have gone out o f  the R oad.”  A t 
which Anfvver the K in g ’s A nger was fiercely 
Jcindled, and coramanded his Head to be eut ofî, 
at the famé T im e  iiTuing a Proclamation thro’ 
his A rm y,w h ereb y  he commanded “  that every 

M an, w ho had any Provifion left, ihould di\ ide 
it with his Com panion.” A fter this, eating uji 
all,even the very Beafis ofBurthen which carried 
their B aggage, & c . they continued their M arch 
for the S p a ce o f thirteen Days more through the 
W ilderneis, and came at lait unto the Mountains 
o f N iibor, where the Jews dwelt. As the Per- 
fians arrived here in the Day T im e , they pitched 
their T en ts in the Garden?, and Orchards, and 
befide the Spri«gs o f  W ater, w hich arilè near 
the Banks c i  the River G ozan. 7 ’he Fruit being 
ripe, they ate and laid walte without M oleita- 
tion ; and at the famé l 'im e  favv many large 
Cities and fortified Places In the Mountains. rtt 
this D iicovery the K in g  ient out tw o  o f  his 
Scouts, to enquire v/hat N ation it was which 
inhabited the Mountains.; and ftriiitly charged

them



them  to get a Sight o f  the Inhabitants at any 
R ate , either by íãiling, row ing, or fwim m ing, 
After they had gone on, fo r  forne Titney they diico- 
vered a large Bridge, well fortified by l'ow ers, 
and theGare ihut ; and fronring theBridge,on the 
iu ither Side, was a large C jty . Upon which 
they called aloud from this Side o f  the Bridge, 
’ rill a Perfon cam e ont to them , demanding what 
th ey wanted, and whofe Siibjefts they were ; 
but they underiîood not what he iàid, until an 
Interpreter, vvho was acquainted w ith their Kan- 
guage, cam e out and made the like Enquiry, 
opon w hich the two Scouts anfwcred after the 
follow ing M anner ; “  we are the Servants o f the 
^ K in g o f  Perlïa, and are corne hither to enquire 

w hat People ye are ? and what K ing ye obey?’̂  
T h e n  they anfwered, “  W e  are Jews, fubjeét to 

no K ing or Prince o f  the G entiles, but have 
“  a Prince o f  our ow n , who is a Jew .” They 
then made fuch Enquiries as they thought pro- 
per, concerning theC om aiins, $ons o f  G otz, who 
dwell among the Copheral T u rk s. T o  ail which 
the Jews replied, “  T h e y  are our Allies, there- 

fore, vvhoever are their Enemies, are our Ene- 
mies alíò .” T h e  tw o  Scouts then returned, 

and related the w holeM atter to the K ing o f Per- 
fia ; at the R ecital o f  w hich he was very much 
concerned. On the Day iollow ing they fentout 
Forces to give him Battle ; to w hom  he returned 
for Aniw er, “  I cam e not out to attack you, but 

m y Enemies the Copheral T u rks ; b\it i f  ye 
are bent upon W ar, I w ill fureiy revenge m y- 

“  felf by ilaying a!l the Jews in m y Dom inions: 
I know  that in this your Coim try, ye are

V llronger than w e, yet w ill it be more for your 
** Intereft to entreat us kindiy, than to war a- 

gainit us ; perm it me therefore to avenge
“  m yièlf



« m yièlf o f m y Enem ies, the Copheral T u rk s , 
and lèll me a fufficient Q uantity o f  Provifions, 

« for the Support o f  me and m y Forces.”  Upon 
hearing this, the Jews (after holding a Confulta- 
tion among them felves) determined to treat hini 
in a iriendly M anner, on Account o f  the Jew s, 
w how ere in his Dom inions, and permitted hini 
and ail his Forces to enter their T erritories, 
where he remained fifteen D ays, during vvhich 
Tim e he was honorably entrented by them . la  
the mean T im e  they iènt Letters to  their (4) 
Confederates, the Copheral T u rk s, relating al! 
that had paiTed ; w ho as lôon as they heard o f  
it, collefled a very great A rm y, even all the In- 
habitants o f the Deiàrts, and made them felves 
Mafters o f  all the PaiTes o f  the Mountains, in 
fuch a M anner, that when the K in g  o f Perfi.t 
came tog iveth em  Battle, the Copheral T u rks en - 
gaged him on the Road, and ruiliing on him , madc 
1Ògreat a Slaughter o f the Perfians, that the K in g  
with great D iiiiculty made his E fcape, vvith a 
Few of his Followers, and fo returned back to 
his own C ountry. It happened that one o f  the 
Perfian H orièm en prevailed upon a Jew  o f  this 
Country to go w ith  him , whom  he afterwarUs 
brought into Perfia, and made a Slave o f ;  the 
Jew’s N am e was R . M oiès.

On a certain D ay, when the Archers were af- 
fembled to bend the Bow o f the M ighty before 
the K ing, for his Am ufem ent, no M an could 

N  ihoot

(4.) This Expcdition of the Perfians is (fays a certain 
Author) among' tl>e Singularities which increalè the Value 
of our Author, in Spite o f all his Imperfections. T he 
City Rai is fuppofed to be the ancient Khages mentioned in 
tke Book o f T o bit, •



-íhoot Hke (5) R . M ofes; at w hich  thelCing 
aíked, by his Interpreter, w ho he was ? and afier 

he

(5) W hich of this TriurnTÍrate fhall we moft admire. 
T h e K itig o f Pcrfia >for raaking a Fool of himfelf ? R. 
M ofes for íhooting ? or R . Benjamin for lying ? His 
Account o f Europe is dry, iníipid, and uninterefting, 
containing littie more than the Number o f Jews, Sante- 
drims. Synagogues, Scc, but when he comes to the Moun- 
■tains of Niíbor, he is eloquent, and dcfcriptive, and lies on 
throügh thick and thin, without Remorfe, or Fear of úc- 
teSion.

T his whole Story feems to be of the Apoci7phal Kind. 
T h e  Copheral T u ik s  phmder and dellroy the City Raj, 
about Nine Hundred Miles from their own Country, and 
return back. with the Spoil unmolefted. T he K ing oí Ptrfa 
never thinks o f purí'uing them till they are gone out of hií 
K-in'gdom i af ter which he vows Vengeance, colleíls all hi« 
Forces, leaves his Country defencelefs, and tnafts his own 
Perfon, and all his Troops, to the Guidance of a Strangcr  ̂
whofe Veracity he had the greateft Reafon to fufpeft. His 
A rm y, after a tedious March, encamped in the En\irons of 
a large fortified City. T h o ’ they arrived in the Day Time, 
not a living Creature was to be fcen. He was neverthelefs 
afFrighted, and why ? Becaufe his Scouts told him, that 
they had feen a Bridge acrofs a Rirer, and were told by 
the Centinel that the Copheral Turks were the Jews Allies. 
— T he Gozan muft be a -very narrow River, or the Scout« 
muft have had fine Lungs to make themfelvcs to be heard, 
io r  I do not find that Speakiiig Trumpets were then in 
Faíhion. T he K in g ’s Fear increafed when the-Jews carne 
ont the next Day to give him Battle ; he acknowledged 
their Superiority, and humbly capitulated. But where v/as 
this numeious A rm y the Day before ? Did they drop 
íVom the Clouds ? Were they raifed in Hot-Beds ? Or diJ 
they fpriiig up in one Night, like Mulluooms ? His A c 
count of the Country is pleaííng and romantic; Gardens, 
Or«hards, Springs, Fountains, and a fine River j ’ tis a fe- 
cch kí Land o f Canaan. But while he thus praife» the 
Country, he places in ítrong Contraft the Treachery of its 
Inhabitants, who were equally perfidious to their Fricnds 
anil Enemies ; ift, for recciving the Pcrfians in a friendly 
M annerj and, adly, forfcanilalouflybítraying.theni. W hy

did



lie Kad heard w hat had happened, and how he' 
had been enticed SLWiyfrom h ’is Country  ̂ by the 
Plorienian, he prelènted him w ith  his Freedom , 
cloathed him in fine L in en, and Silk Garnients,. 
made him great Preiènts ; and finally rold him, 
i f  thon w ilt embrace our R eligion, I w ill iHll. 
further exerciie m y Bounty towards thee, by 
enriching thee exceedingly, and m aking thee 
G hief Steward over ali m y Houiliold ; to 
which he anfwered and iàid, “  O  m y Lord, and 
“  K ing, this T h in g  I cannot do.”  l 'h e n  the 
K ing took him, and placed him in the Collège 
o f Ifpahan, under the Care o f the great R . Sar- 
Schalom, w ho gave him his Daughter to W ife . 
It was the faine R . M ofes, w ho told me ail thefe 
l'h ings.

C  H  A  P . X IX .

Return to Chuzejian, Defcrîption c f  the IJland o f ' 
Nekrokis^ and of the Pearl Fijhery ; o f Haoulam<t. 
and the JJÎe o f Chenerag  ̂ or Ctnrag  ̂ with the 
Diabolie al Super/îition o f the Natives ; and laftlyy 
o f the Nii'pha, or Frozen Sea.

F R O M  thence I returned to Chuzeftan, vipon 
the Banks o f  the H iddekel ; from  whence 

this great R iver rolls on, till it ialls into the Sea 
N  2 of*

did not the K in g of Perfia avcnge hîmfelf on the Jews that 
were in his own Dominions, as he had before thiratencd ? 
Gr rather, why did not the Jews of Pcrfia takc Refuge with 
their Brethren, o f Niibor ? T he K in g ofFcring to make 
Rabbi Mofes Prime Minifter, becaufe he was a good M arkf- 
man, crownsthe whole. Finally, i f  the Perfian Arm y has 
not alrtady deftioycd this powerful Einpire o f Ifraclites, 
thefc KefleéVions, aûliled by a littic cammon Scnfe, canc9t 
fail to do it.



of H odhu, ov the Indian Sea ; near to a ccrfain 
Jiland, n am ed (i)N ik ro k is . T h is llla n d  isfixD ays 
Journey in Extent ; the Inhabitants never f jw  any 
K in d o f  G rain , they have no R iver, and but one 
Spring, in the whole Ifland; for w hich Realon 
th ey  are obliged to m ake ufe o f Rain W ater. 
I t  is notwithjianding^ much frequented by M er- 
chants from  the Indies, and iVoni the lilands, 
w'ho come here for the Sake o f  1 'rade : alio by 
the Inhabifants o f  Shinaar, i. e. Mefapotatnia^ 
A l-yem an  and Perfla, w ho bring all K in d so f Silk 
and purple Garm ents, H em p, C otton, F iax, and 
Indian Cloth, W h eat, Barley, M illet, R ice, all 
Sorts o f Provifions and Pulie. 1 'hefe they bar- 
ier  among themfeJves, and with the Indian Mer- 
chants, ior Spices, w hich are broiight here in 
great Abundance ; betvveen whom  the Inhabitants 
o f the liland aét as Brokers, and by that acquire 
great W ealth. Here are aboutfive thouiand jevvs. 
From  heneé you goin  ten Days by W ater to Kati- 
pha,w here you find five thoufand Jews. In this 
i'lace  the (2) Bdelliac is found. About the tw enty-

fourth

(1 )  Some Commentators have fuppofed that this was 
the Ifland of Ormiis, foi m erly a Place of greai 7 'raffic, 
and vtry badly 1'iipplied w ith  tre fli W aler; others, that U 
Tvas the City and Country ofBaflbra, becaufe he places ii 
at the muuth of the Tigris } makes it the Centre of Indian 
Commerce, and m en tioB S  precifely the Comniodities, &c.

(2) By Bdelliac, c ra s  the fame Word is tranfla«
ted Gen. a. Bdellium, he means Pearl. By iviu; Rep
tiles, he means tlie Oylters in which.the Pearls were fcxmd-. 
T h e  Perfian GiilpVi, or as itis  otherwile called the Gulph 
o f Bafibra, hath long; been famous for its Pearl Fiflieries-. 
T he Fiihing for Pearls is peiformed by Perfons, who are 
let down to the Buttom of the Sea in five Fathoin of 
W ater, by Means c f  a heavy Stone faftcned to their Tocs; 
■when they 'each tlic Bottom, tliey pick up the Shells wiih

aVl



fo u rth  D ay o f  the M onth, N iian , or M arché  a 
certain liquid M atter <leicends and remains upon 
the Surface o f  the W ater, w hich  M atter the 
Reptiles i'uck in, and then fink to the Bottom  o f  
the Sea ; aftervvards about the Middle o f  T ifr i, or 

Septembert tw o M en dive to  the Bottom , by the 
Aiîiitance o f  Ropes, and colleéUng the Reptrles- 
together, bring theni iip, open them  -and take 
ont the Pearls. fr o m  t henee you go in ieven 
Days to Haoulam, (3) w h ich  is ihe Entrance o f  
the Kingdom  oí the W orihippers o f  the Sim. 
T h e y  are defcended from C hufch ; are miicii, 

N  3 addiéled-

alf poiTible Expédition, and put them into Baikéts pro- 
▼ided for that Purpofe j they then give a Signal to be 
dnawn up to take Breath, and rcfrcih thémfelves with a* 
Pipe o f Tobacco, while others pull up the Baikets. AU» 
the Pearls which weigh above ten Grains, are the Property 
of the Emperor* and fevere Penalties are înflifted upon» 
thofe who embezzle them. T he whole Produce of the 
various Pcarl Fiflieries, in the Perfian Gulph, Sir Joha 
Chardin fays, amounis to above a M illion Sterling A n -  
nually.

(3) A . Montanus and C . L ’Empereur, fuppofe this to 
be the Ifland of Ceylon. Modem Travcllers inform us that 
Ceylon is one of the moft pleafant and fruitful Illands inall 
the Indies, that the A ir  is miich more temporate than could 
be expefled, fiom its Vicinity to the Line. B . fays the 
Climate is fo fultry and hot for a great Part of the Ycar» 
that the Inhabitants are obiiged to do their W ork in the 
Night Tim e. That they are great Cultivaters of Pcpper. 
That they are ail black to a Man, &c. A il  which (abat- 
jng their Honclty and 5 incerity, which their Connexions 
wiih the Europeans have prevented them from praftiüng for 
fome Tim e psft.) is an exail Defcription of the liland o f 
Suinatia and> its Tiihabitants. Had B . aftually made the 
Tour which he pretends to defcribe; and did no other D if- 
ficulty occur, but the Impoifibility of coming from Cape 
Comorin, or fome other Place near ii, to Haoulam • 
in feven Days, ail might be rcconciled by fuppoiing that 
the Author wi-ote feventy, which fome Tranfcriber
by an omiiTion of the' Jod, reduced to feven.



adJicled to A ftrology, 2re ail black to a Man, 
and very honeü and faithful 'ï'raders. VVhen 
M archants conie hither from foreign Coimtries, 
and are permitted to enter their Port, three o f 
the K ing 's Scribes or Secretaries come and take 
ciown their Nanies, aiter vvhich they arebrought 
before the K in g, w ho takes Charge o f  their 
Profjerty, (4) which w hen landed is left on the 
Shore without any Giiard w hatever. T h ere is 
aifo a principal Officer appointed by him, to 
w hom  ail T hin gs are brought, w hich have been 
either loft or mii'placed j wKo reftores them to 

ithe diffèrent Ovvners im m ediately, upon their 
^)ringing inch 7 'okens as are necelTary to alcer- 
tain their Property. T h is  Cuftom  prevaiJs 
thronghout his whole Kingdom , From  the 
PafTover iintil the Beginning o f  th e Y e a r . Dur- 
in g  the Summer M onths, the H eat is fo great 
ihat from the third H our, or Nine oClock the 
.Peopîe remain within Doors until the E ven in g j 
after which they g<^out, and light iip Lam ps in 
ali their Streets and M arkets, and proceed to 
Bufineis, w hich they are prevented from doing 
in the Day T im e , by the exce/îive Heat of the 
C lim ate. T h e  Pepper grows in this Country, 
o f  which there are large Plantations in the 
C oim try a n i Fields round about the C ity  ; where 
each M an knows his own Garden. I  h e T re e s  
are low , the Pepper itfe lf is at fi'J l  white ; after

it

(4.) ?roperty.~\ C . L ’ Empereur tranfl-xtes X̂ 'ŷ  Matri' 
mon, by the Word Pecunia, ami Baratier, by JL’ A rgciiT , 
V'oth which li^nify Money ; but the Word is feldom t:iken 
j;\ fo limittd ;i fcnfe ; more efpeciaily in this Place, where it 
tneaus the Piopjrty in gener?.l of the Merchants, which 
conliited c f  fundry kinds o f Merchmdize, which they 
baitereJ aiiiong thémfelves and the Nritives. The Goods 
were carrifd on Shore to he vic*wcd hifore the Sale, as we 
Riay eafily dil'covtr tVom wlvat fullows.



it îs gathered, they put it into large Bowîs, 
pouring hot W ater on it, âfter this they dry it 
in the Sun ; by w hich  means it becomts hard, 
and o f a black Color. T h e  Country likew iiè 
produces Cinnamon^ G in ger and many othcr 
Sorts o f Spices. T h e  Tnhabitants oí' tbis Land 
do rot bury their D ead, but enibalm them w ith 
varions k in d so f Spices, and afrervvards \vra})ping 
them  in fine Linen, place them on lîenches, or 
raiher in N iches  according to their refjjeétiv® 
Familles, fo that w hen the F k ili  and Bones are 
equally dried, they appear like iiving M en ; and 
by this IVIeans-each o f  the N atives m ay know  
their own Parente and Anceilors for many Y ears 
palt. l 'h e  Sun is their c h ie fD e lty  : which they 
vo rih ip  on Aitars and high Places without the 
C ity , at about h alf a M ile-Diiiance. Early in 
the M orning they go out to meet (5) this La» 
minary. On each o f the Alfars, or high Places^ 
is a folar Sphere, fo contrived by M agic, as to 
turn round u  ith a great N oiie as the Sun rifes ; 
at which T im e  ali fhe People, both Men and 
W om en, take a Cenier in their Hands, and 
ofîer Sacrilice to the Sun ; and by this Cuftoni 
they betray their Fooliihneis. "J'here are about 
a hundred Jews in their Cities and Territories,

w ho

(5) A  very ancient fpecies o f Idolan-y which prevailcd 
evcn among the Jews, who not only v.in to meet the Sun, 
but were allb canied on Hoifes and in Chariots, whicJi 
were deJicatcd to the Sun. Thus z Kings 23, 11. And 
he (Jofus) took avvay tli€ Hoifes which the Kin^ ot Ju- 
dah had given to the Sun, at the cntering in of tlie Houfe 
of the Lord, by the Chamher o f Nathan Melach, the 
Chamberlain, which was in the Suburbs, and burned th* 
Chariots o f the Sun with Fire. Though the Sun was their 
chief Deity, yet they had feveial inferior ones. R . Maim 
fays, More Ncbuchim, that the Stars were tlicir üods, but 
tlut the Sun the Principal,



w ho are all as b lack as the N atives. T h e  Jé\rs 
are good M en , obfervers o f  the Conim and- 
ments ; have am ong them  the L a w  o f M ofes; 
the VVritings o f  the Prophets, íb m e o f the T a l
mud and Cuüom s. Frora. henee you go ¡n 
tvventy-<\vo D ays to the liles o fC h en erag  : (6) In- 
habited by the Fire-W orfíiippers, w ho are called. 
D u gbijin : among whom  are tvventy-three thou- 
fand je w s . l 'h e fe  Dugbijin have every where 
their Friefts in their idolatrous Places o f  VVor- 
íli ip ;. w ho are m oñ profoundly íkilled in all 
Kinds o f  Enchantm ent, not having their Equals 
in that A rt, in any Part o f  the whole W orld. 
Eronting the high Places, or A ltar o f  their fuper- 

Dévotion, there is a large Valley, where 
every D ay they conílantly light a great Fire,, 
w h ich  they cali the D iv in ity ; through which 
they caufe their Sons to pafs : and inte the M id- 
die o f  w hich they caft their Dead. T h ere  are* 
Inftances o f íonie o f the greateít M en in the- 
Country-, who devote themíèlves to beburned* 
(7) alive in the Fire : when he comes to this

Reíolution,

(6) T his it fuppofed by C . L ’ Empereiir, to be the 
líland ofVjava, or íome líland vcry ncar it, which the fame 
Commentator thinks was anciently named Aurea Cher- 
fonefus, of which Chenerag, or Cinrag is a Corruption.

(7 ) The Cuftom of burning the Living with the Dead, 
•was introduced by the Biamins, to prevent the Women 
from poifoning their Huíbaiida. Thowgh the Laws recom- 
mend a voluntary Sacrifice, tliey are in a Manner com-- 
pelled to it through a Fear of:that Ignominy which attends 
their Refiilal. Thertt have however bcen Inltances off 
Women, wlw have been animaied with the moft Extraor- 
dinary enthufiaftic Intrepidity. A buut the Year »743. 
'ÿhe Widow of «he Rhanjn Chund Pundit, fignified her< 
Intention o f burning hedelf >*ith her deceafed rluíband. 
T he d;ea<lfiil Pain was dclineated to her in the moft ex- 
luelFive C o lo rs} all iiowevcr had no Effeft, íhe evcn put h(r-

ü a n d s



Reiblution, he m akes the follow ing Déclaration 
to his Sons, Domeftics and Relations. Behold I

“  have

Hands into a Flre, and held them there for fome Tim e. 
Her Frieiuls finding her fo determined, confcnted. The 
Melanclioly Hour approached : She took Icavc of her 
Mother and three Children, divefted herfclf of her Orna- 
ments, walked three Times round the Pile with the Bra- 
mins, fjorn whom ihe received a W ick of Cotton, and 
taking one more tender Farewell of her Children, feated 
herfeJf by tiw Coi-pfe of her Huiband, and afier looking 
ftedFaftly at him, in afew  Minutes fet Pire to the Pile ; bot 
tlilcovering that the Fiâmes biew from lier, ñie with an 
aftoni/hing Refolution fet Fire to it in a frcih Place, when 
the whole was foon in a Blaze. Another, many Years 
fince, who afpired to the Honor of Burning, was a rc- 
markable beautiful W idow, a Native of Siirat, alwut 
iiineteen. Upon the Governor’ s refufing her, flie ihatchcd 
u p a  Handfui o f red hot Coals, and exclaimed, “  CorVi- 

fider not my Youth, my Beauty, or my W eakh ! Sec 
how couraçeouily 1 graij) this Fire ! Judge then with 
what Avidity I ihould embrace a funeral P ile !" — Cap- 

tain Thompfon (in his Sailor's Lettcrs) gives tiie fol
lowing Accoujit ; “  T w o Days ago I was prefcnt at one

of thefe cruel Scenes, when the fwectclt W idow c f  
twenty was facrificed to the Manes of an old Hufbard. 
The Proceifion was trifling ; and though ail appeared m 
Siniles, yet a Solemnity rcigned through the whole. In 
the Front of this living Funeral, aávanced her three 
Daughiers (pretty Créatures, of from five to nine Yeai-s 

“  old) next her only Son, then a Band of harih Mufic, 
“  and laftly the W idow, followtd by her Friends and 
“  Kindred. She was dreft in her gayeft Apparel, and 
“  adorned with Jewels, GoW, and Silver Trinkcta, &c. 
“  The Funeral Pile confifted of Aromatic Wood dippcd 
“  in G u m sj it was five Feet high, and on the Top was 
“  extended the dead Body o f her Huiband. A s  foon as 

flie arrived, ihe took an affecVionate Leave of all her 
“  Frieiids, and laftly her Babes, who parted with Smiles ; 
“  but I own l  thought the Boy would have fliaken her 
“  Conftancy, dwelling fome Tim e about her Neck, which 

the Prieft perceiving interrupted her; the Church re- 
“  cciving Profits from fuch horrid Cataftrophes. She then

“ ilripp(id



<*‘ have made aV ow  o f my own Accord to caft m y- 
“  fe lf alive into ihe Fire u[X)n vvhich they ali 
anfvver and lay, “  O  bleiTed art thou; w ell may 
“  it be imto thee.” W hen the D ay arrives on 
w h ich  he is to perform his V ow  ; they provide 
him  a great Feail : after w hich,. i f  he is rich, 
he rides on H orieback, and if he is poor, he 
w a lk s  on Foot, unto the Brink. o f  the V a lle j, 
and cafts him felf into the M iddie o f  the Fire 
while ail his Fam ily m ake a mort violent N oife 
w ith  Tyrr.brels and Pipes, until he is burnt 
to Ailles." T h ree Days after thi«, tw o o f the 
ch ief Priefls take to themfelve? VV itnelTes froni 
the C ity , and going to the Houfe o f  the de- 
ceafed, give the folloviùng Charge to hiŝ  Sons—  

Setyoïir Houfe in Order, for on this D ay will 
“  your Father corne to command ye what 
** ye are to do.’* U})on this, Satan, (8) aiTuming 
bis Form  and Refem blance, is m et by his W ife 
and Children ; w ho enquire how it goes w ith’ 
him  in the other W orld  ? He anfwers that he

came

** ftrîppcd herfelf o f all hcr Ornaments, giving Something 
to al], andwiih,tbe moft unihalcen Ccuragc, mounted 

“  the Pile, taking the Head o f the dead Jiody in lier 
“  Lap, and a Jar of Oil in her Hand, which as foon as 
“  the Fire was kindled, ihe pourcd over her Head, and 

without a Sigh, Tear, or Emotion, expired in an In- 
fiant, whilit the Crowd filled the A ir  with Acclamations 

“  o f Joy.”  Since-the M oguls, however, became Mafters 
“  of Indoftan, thefe ihocking Speftacles have been much 
Icfs fréquent thanformerly ; and they are irtterly forbidden 
within the Jurifdiilion of the Englifli Fa£lory.

(8) W hat Benjamin calis Satan, or the Deceîver, vvas 
one o f the Priefts, difguifed fo as to repreicnt thedcceafed 
the Fright and Confternation which the whole Family arc 
iuppofed tobe in on this Occafion j joined to the Répu
tation and Authority of their Idolatrous C^ergy, made the 
Trick, pafs current araoiig thcm without the ieaft Fcar oft 
heing d¿te¿led. ‘



came unto his Com panions, but coiild not be 
received by them , until he had diicharged fuch 
Duties as were due to his Fam ily, and paid his 
Neighbors w hat he owed them ; atter thls he 
«njüins what he thinks proper, and diftributes 
his Goods to his Children, Ü ridiy charging them 
to  pay his Debts : and to colleét w hatever w as 
com ing to him from his Creditors ; ail w hich 
Commands are attefted in W ritin g  by the W it-  
nelFes befbre he can go his W^ay. A fter this 
they fcre no more o f  him. B y this L ie  and D e- 
ceit, and Enchantm ents, w h ich  the Priefts, 
^who boajîthai they arethe greateft Enchanters in the 
fVorld) contrive, T h in gs are conürm^à bey on d ait 
PoJJibiiitT/ o f a Doubt omong thofe idolatrous PeopU, 
J*rora thencc you may travel in forty  Days unie 
the Frontiers (9) ot Z in , (w hich is the utmoit 
Boundary o f the Eaft.) T h is  Country, as they re
port, is waihed by theN ikpha, or con^ealed Sea, 
vvhere the Conüellation Orion ijears Sw ay, Uir- 
-ing up the Stormy W ind, iníòmuch that fre- 
quently the JVJariner’s Skîll avails him not, but he 
is driven upon the N ikp h a, from w hence he 
endeavours to extricate his Ship to littie Pur* 
poiè, but there reiviains vvith his Cotnpanions, 
until having confumed all their Provifions, they 
m iferably periih w ith Hunger. l 'h is  is the 
fatal End o f  m any. But fome M en have had 
Recourfe to the following Stratagem , in order to 
efcape from  this fatal Place ; they provide them -

felves

(9) T he Frontiers of Zin, are genemlly allowed to bc 
the JBorders of China. The coagulated Sea, is the Icy or 
•frozen Sea, on-the Coaft o f Tartary and Ruflia, to iljc 
North of China, and throiigh which, tiie North Eait 
Paifage fo often Ibught after to littie Purpofe, is fuppol'ed 
to be. Perhaps fome Attempts liad bcen made beforc 
Benjamin’ s Tim e, atrendeU with fuch fatal Confequencc? 
ras are here defcribed.



felves w ith Biillocks H ides, and as ibon as that 
W ind begins to blovv w hich cafts them upon the 
N ik p h a, they take and enclofe themfelves within 
tlie Hides, iew in g them on the Infide in lue h a 
M anner, as to prevent the W ater from  pene- 
trating ; after w hich (K nife in Hand) they caft 
them lelves into the M idll o f  the W ater , which 
being taken N otice o f  by certain large Eagles, 
ca l led  Griffins, w hich take them for C attle, ihey 
dart dovvn upon them w ith  great A vid ity, and 
carry them to dry Land, where lighting on a 
M ountain, ( lo )  or V a lley , they prepare to de- 
vour them  ; upon w hich the M en w ithin the 
Hides, wound them w ith  th eirK n ives, un tifth ey 
have killed them : and then extricating them
felves from the Hides, travel to that Part o f the 
Country w hich is inhabited, A  great many 
m ake their Eicape this W a y.

( lo )  This Story is borrowed from the Arabian Niçhts, 
with this DifFeroice, that what our Author calis Gnffins 
is thcre called the Roc, concerning which a thoufand 
Fooleries are related. T he Arabians report that the 
Griffiii is fo large and ftrong, as to be able to carry away 
an Eléphant in its Claws, with as much Eafe as a Kite 
carries a Moufc ; that it lî ves a thoufand Years, &c. 
Cttfias deicribes it as a cruel and terrible Anim al, a BlrJ 
with four Legs, as big as a W olf, with theFeet and Claws 
of a Lion ; a rcd Breaft, and ail the Reft black. T o  which 
is added that they inliabited the Golden Mountains, which 
made that precious Metal fo very fcarce. Latin Writcrs 
called tliem Pici. Thus Plautus Aululariœ. 4. 8. x. P ki 
Dmites qui aureos Mintes colunt, ego folus fupeto.

C H A P .



C  H  A  P . X X .

Fiom Gingala tbrough ihe Country o f the AfvanSt U 

Grand Cairo^

A  F T E R  (i ) ihree Dnys Sray ot Chfnerag^ you 
go by W ater to G in gala , iii tîlteen i^ays, 

where there are about a Thouiand Jews. From 
u hence, after a Pairage o f lèven D ays, you co n ii 
to Cholan, w here there are none of‘ our JPeople. 
From this Place yoa travel in tw elve D ays to 
Zebici, where you iind a fevv Jew s. From  henee 
it is eighi D ays Journey to that Part ot the l a 
dies, w hich is called Baadan, the iam e is liden, 
in TelaiTar. 7 'he Country is very mountainous, 
and contains a great m any Jew s, who are tribu
ta ry to no Prince o f the G entiles, but dwell in 
Cities and fortiiîed Places, on the l'ô p s  o f  the 
Mountains ; from whence they defcend into the 

it> Country

(1) T his Paflagc, whlch I muft confcfs is none o f the 
cleaieft, has forely gravelled the Commentators. C . L ’ 
Empereur, who, like fome other Pcople, has always Far- 
thing Rufli-light m Readinefs to light the Sun to Bed, 
to lave his own Credit, paiTcs il ovcr in Silence. T h i  
learned Baratier (whole l'ranilation I never heard of till 
I had finirtied my own, together with ail the Noies, which 
I at that Time intended to write) honcftly fays, he did 
not underftand the Author's Meaning. His Tiànilatiun 
of this corrupted Pafl'age lains thus. “  De la il y a trois 
“  Journées à Gingala ; quand on y va par Mer il y a 
“  quinze Journées.”  W hich, though more literal than 
my own, as it oppofes common Senfe, cannotbe adopted, 
The Rertoration of what appears to me to be the rrue Read- 
ing, w ill, it is to be hoped, in fome Mcafure upologize for 
the Liberty which I have taken vrjfh rhe T ext.



c h a  p.  XK.
Country (2) H am m aaton fupp^fed io be Âbyjfinia, 
w h ich  is called L ib y a , belonging to the Edo-

m ite s ,

( î )  Ilàinmaaton ; unlefsitis a properName, isunknown 
to me, and muft bc placed among the Irnngioarions of our 
Traveller. Aficrwards he places his Libya at the Feet of 
the Moiuttains of the Jews, from which it is far diftant. 
T he Rtafon of his confounding Libya with AbylTinia, 
may be, becaufe ihe Ancienis called ail Africa Libya. He 
adds, that they are under the Government of the Edo- 
mites, or Chriftians j and in Keality tbe KLings o f that 
Country have, as they pretend, been Chrillians ever lince 
ihe Tim e of the Apoftles. W e may here fee plainly, that 
lie has confounded Æthiopia with Abyflinla, and the River 
Pifon with the Nile. T he Barbarilni which he attiibntes 
to fome of the Abyifinians, is totally without Foumhtion, 
Afvan is the S yene of the Ancients, it foi nierly feparated 
Egypt frora Æ thiopia, and at prefent from Nubia. It 
lies upon the Nile, near to which you may fec the Pyra- 
inids and Catarafts. C . L ’ Empereur takes it for Meta- 
compfo ; but Metacompfo is to the South of the Grand 
Cataiact, and Afvan to the North. Chalavan is Hulvan of 
Arabia Iiaca» mentioned by the Perfian Hillorian Meijd, 
and quoted by Dr. Hyde in his Notes on Ab. Peiitfol, P. 
66. Alzachra is a well known Country, the Delart of 
Zara is fo famous that it is néedlefsto defcnbe it. It lies 
to the Weil of Egypt and Abyilinia, to the North of Ni
gritia, and to the South of Biledulgerid. Zevila, or Zuiia, 
is undoubtedly Guala, or Guaiata, a Province of Nigritii, 
as appïars, firft, by iis Dillance ; ItconJly, the Rout from 
Ai'van to Guaiata, is tfftélively by Zara ; thirdly, he fays 
that Gold is found there, which is true of Guaiata ; 
fourthly, there is alfo Sait ; iîfthly, it is thcrc where the 
Caiavans are fometimes loit in the Sands ; fixthly, he 
places it at Guana, that is to fay, in Guinea, of which it 
is the Proncier. He is guihy o f two Errors upon G uih; 
Îirft, he makes Chavila, which is in Arabia, near Catipha. 
Secondly, he places it very improperJy in AbyiTmia. I 
Jcaow not why C L ’ Empereur, and Monlieur Bafnage 
titat Coûts, or Kuts, as an imaginary City ; it is the 
Name of a City o f higher Egypt, upon the Nile, aboiit 
thirty-three Hours Journey, accordiug to Baratier, to the 
North of AÎvan : Coûts iecms to be a Corruptioo 
Culh.



m ites,w ho are nam eJLihyan?, inhabiting L îb ya , 
vvi h whom  the Jews w age W ar, and bear avvay 
the i^poil and Plunder to the M ountains, where 
they are in no Danger o f  being purfued. M any 
o f the Jevvs o f  Eden travel into Perfia and 
E gypt. From  thenee yon travei to the Country 
o f A fvan, through the W ildernefs o f  Scheba, 
which is a Journey o f tw en ty Days, along the 
R iver Fiichon, which cornes down fromP2thiopia. 
T h eir  Krng’s N am e is Sultan Al flabafch . Some 
o f the Inhabitants refemble Brute Bealts in every 
R efpeél, feeding on Herbage along the Banks o f  
f ie  R iver Pifchon, vvandering through the Fields 
without any Kind o f C loathing ; and as i f  they 
w e reg u id ed b y  Inftin6i:, without the leaft Spsrk 
o f Reaíòn, coupling w ith  their ow n SiUers, ar»d 
any others, whom  they happen to n u ct w ith . 
T h e  H eat o f  this Countr)'^ is excelTive. W hen 
other Afvans corne into their Country ibr the 
Sake o f  Spoil, they brîng w ith thein Bread, 
W h ea t, Raifins, and Figs, w hich they caü Ik’*- 
fore them ; and vvhile they are Icrambling and 
devouring the Food, they are rn^de Captives, and 
afterwards iold into E gypt, and the ncighborin<c 
Kingdoma. T h ofe  Black Slaves are the Sons o f  
H aiii. M en travel from A fvan , to Chalavan, 
er rathe,' Hulvan^ in tw elve Days, w here there 
are about three Hundred Jews. From  this Place 
the i'i) Caravans o f  the Merchants iet out tra\ el- 

O  2 ling
(3) Caravan is. derived from the Periian ^

CaivTin, a Trader, or colleSlively Traders. The 
Company when tiavelliiig together, is called by theArabians 
tXilK The famé People call the halting Plices

«f ihc Merchants Cân } and the Perfians call them

iT Cârvân Serai, “  Inn o f the Carivan. ’

Serai lignifies any large Houfc or Palace. Thus at Con- 
ftantinople, the Palace where the Grand Seignor keeps his



lîng fifty D ays through the Defart A l-Z achra, tr 
Zara, ui-to the Province o f  Ziiilah, which is 
H avilah, in tbe Land o f  G ana. In this D e fa r t  
there are iVountains o f  Sand, w hich when the 
W in d arifes , overwhelnis whole Coiiipanies, and 
iiiifocates them . T h o le  who happen to efcape^ 
bring aw ay vvith them  Iron, Brais, ail Kinds o f 
Fruits, PuVe, and Sait, together with Gold and 
precious Siones. I t  is a  W eftern Prgyince o f 
Æ thiopia, w bich is fiirnamed Alhabaich. M en 
iravel from Chalavan to Coûts, upon the Fron- 
tiers o f  Egypt» in thirteen Days. About thirty 
Thouiand Jevvs refîde in this C ity . From  henee 
) on have five Days Journey to Pijom, the Pithom 
o f the Ancients, where there are about tvventy 
more o f  our Brethren ; and even unto this D ay 
nre to l>e feen the Ruins o f the Buildings which 
were ereèted by our Fathers.

C  H  A  P . X X I.

Defcriptîon o f  Grand CairOf the Overjîotuîng of 
the River N ile , and other Egyptîan Curiofities.

Y  e u  have four D ays Journey from Pithom  
^ to M itzraim , a large C ity  on the Banks o f  

the N ile , in which there are about two T h o u - 
iand Jew’S. Here are tw o Synagogues, the one 
com poicd o f  native Ifraelites, w hich is cailed 
Al-Schaniiin , or the Synagogue o f  the Syrians ; 
the .other A l-Y rack u n , or the Synagogue o f  the 
Babylonians ; they dilîer from  each other in

the

Womcn, is calIcd Serai, which the French corniptcilly call 
berail, and the Engliih Seraglio,



th e  Oivifion o f  their Seéîions, and Treatlfes o f  
the L aw . T he Babylonians read a SeôHon 
(i) every W eek, as they do throughoiit ail 
Spain, by which Me.ins they go through the 
whüle in one Y ear. But the Syrians divide each 
beition into three diflèrent Parts ¿ and by that 
IvJean« are three Y ears about it. It is however 
an eibblilhed Cuftom  aniong theni to affemble 
ail together in public W orihip tw ice in the Y ear, 
namely, upon the A nniverlàry of the Rejoicing 
et the L a w , and on the Fejüvul lor the D ay 
when the L aw  was given. O ver bolh Duôtor 
iNathaniel prefides, as ch ief Prince and Ruier, as 
well as over ail the Collages and Allcniblies 
in Egypt ; for whom  he apf oints Singers, Read- 
ers', ar.cl Í> achers. He alio miniliers beibre the 
great K ing, w ho dweils in the Palace of Zoan, 
a City ot E gypt ; and this C ity  is the M etro- 
])olis of ail the Arabians, and Refidence o f  the 
Commander of'thoiè who believe(2)A li, the Son 

O  3 o f

(1) T liis mcthod ¡ s generali y pra£lifed by the Modem 
Jews ihroughout Europe.

(2) Ali^  The Refidence of the Egyptîan Caliph, whofe
Subjefts believe and acknowledgcAli to be ihe true and law- 
ful SucceiTor of Mohammed, coimnonfj called Mahomet. The 
Commentators have feverely handied Benjamin for telling 
them (as they prettnd) that A li who had been dead nioie 
than 500 Years was the reigning Caliph, when he wrote 
his Journal, He never told thcm any fuch Thing. The 
Word which they read ihould be punfluated ZD’i i

V : T :
and then ail the Diificulty wili be removed. C. L ’Em- 
pereur’s Tranflation of tliis difputed Paflage, which op- 
pofes Hiftory and common Senfe, has miiltd allhis Follow- 
ers, who have read our Auihor, as Men read the Bible, 
in a lame Tranflation \ fo very lame, that Rabbi Benjamin, 
Ben Jofeph the Nazarene, never ventures to quote it with- 
out ñríl confuiting the Original. M y Grandmothcr indced,

and



o f A bitaleb. A ll the Inhabitants o í  this Terri- 
tory are called Rebels, becauíe they rebelled a- 
gainft the Abaflian Caliph, w ho dwells at Bagdad. 
'I'hey bear a deadly Hatred towards each other. 
H e w ho refides in E gypt nnakes Zoan bis chief 
Refidence, becauíe the Situation pleaíès him ex- 
ceedingly ; he m akes his Appearance in Public, 
tw ice in the Y ear, once on their annual Feftival,

and

and many other good fort o f oíd Women, txpeñcd a. jtno 
Tranflation, in which all Difficultie» would be removed. 
T he oíd Lady became a Subícriber to the W ork, but how 
was íhe difappointcd, after waiting about 20 Ycais, flie 
found at laft, in fpiteof her Prepofleílíon, that the profound 
P r . had amuled himfelf with ceUating inñezd oítran/btin^  ̂
that he had oiily been cutting out W ork for other People, 
which they could have eut out as weil for themlelves ia 
half the Tim e, and at half the Expenfe, ílie difcovered, 
(which any oíd Woman might, after learning the Alpha
bet) that íhe was as well quaíified to collate, as the col
lator himfelf. A s  a little Hebrew is a dangerous Thing, 
efpecially in an oíd Woman’s Noddle ; though íhe had lotí 
the Horfe, íhe thought flie had found tlie Saddie, and 
heating hcr Imagination by reflefling on the golden Reward, 
went into Duke’s Place, and bought up all the Hebrew 
Books and Manufcripts that ihe could meet with, and for 
ever after, when the Dropfy, Rheumatifm, and Afthma, 
permitted, amufed herfelf and Acquaintance with coUaúng 
as íhe called it. The Progrefs which llie and her Sifter 
Bridget made was prodigious, in a few Years they dif
covered, that in forae Paífages 3 Beth had been tranfcribed 
and printed for D Caph,l Daleth for t  Reíh, and ’ Jod fojM 
Vau, with many other Difcoveries o f equal Importance, 
which made them fointolerably vain, that they were for ever 
linging, “  Oíd Women can do as nvellas oíd M (n." Whether 
«lyGrandmother delerved to be made a CanoniPrebend, or 
Librarian for her Pains, I will not pretend to determine,’ ti» 
certain that íhe expeéled it, and pleaded Precedent to juftify 
her Claim, but unluckily for her Relations, Melons wer« 
very plenty laltSummer, and íhe died of a Difentcry, a little 
bcfore t le  grand Colhter’s Prefermcnt was difpofed of, to 
the inexpreíTible G rief and Difappoiirtment of all Ue* 
Family and Friends.



and once more at the O verflow ing o f  the R iver 
Nile. Zoan is iurrounded by a W all, but M itz- 
raim (3) has none, but one Fart o f it is wafhed 
by the R iver. It is a large C ity , ornamented 
with public M arkets and Shops, and h-is m any 
wealthy Jew ifli Inhabitants. T h e  Clim ate is 
very hot, in w hich R ain, Froft, Snow , & c . are 
never feen. T h e  R iver overflows once a Y e a r , 
in the iVIonth o f  E lul, or Auguji^ at w hich l 'in ie  
it waters the Country to the Extent o f hfteen 
Days Jonrney ; w hich it continues to do until 
the End p f  T iz r i,  or September ; by w hich  
Means the Country is moiftened and enriched. 
T h e y  have a M arble Pillar, (4) which they pru- 
dently ereéled before a certain Illand, in the 
M idlt o f  the W ater ; which ariiès tw elveC ub its 
above the Surface. VVhen the T o p  o f this is 
covered, they know  that the W aters have over- 
flowed the Country to the Diftance above-m en- 
tioned. W hen h alf o f the Pillar nppears, they 
then know  that only h a lf the Country is covered. 
Xts Progreis is daily attended to, and nieaiuredb y

(3) Jonc. fol. 147. tells us n'H nirn") Chara,
^or Cairo) is Mitfraiin. Elinacin fays it was firft called 
Fuílaar, or the Tent, becaiile Omri had an Encampment 
tlíere, &c. Benjamin fays Mitzraini ha<{ no W alls. 
Elm. fays Omri encoTtipaíTed ihc City Mitfraim wrth aW ail ; 
which if  truc was long befoie ourÁuthor’s Tim e.

(4) Elmac. Hilt. Sar. 1. 1. p. 74 -  t^lls us that this 
Pillar fell down and was rebuilt by the Command o f  
Suleiman, An.H eg, 97. A . D . 715. This Pillar ftands on 
an Ifland, inhabited only by the M oor, who meafures the 
Rifmg of the Water, and proclaims aloud on Horfeback in 
the Streets, &c. as B . defcribes. T h is  is his fole Em - 
jployment, for which he is well payed, every one being obli- 
ged to contribute his Part for the good News. The above 
p illar was a fécond Tim e thrown dcwn by an Earthauake, 
and rebuilt, after which it was called the new Meaíure or 
PiUar» _



by a M an, w ho proclaims aloud in Zoan, and 
A litzraiin, “  G ive G lory to Gcxi, for the River is 
“  ¡iicieaíed to íucli and luch a H eight.” T h is  is 
hi¿ conüant Fr .óbce durinj; the vvhole Seaíon. I f  the R iver entirely covers the PiIJar, a g rea t  
P len ty follows throughout all the Land o f  t^gypt. 
A s this Sertíon approaches, all thoíe w h o are in 
PoíTellion ot Land, hireLaljorers to dig Trenches 
in their f  ields, w hich the f  ilh get into, at the 
Increaíe o f the VVaters, and are left behind in 
thele l'ren ch es, as ihe R iver begins to fall. ¿ome 
of them are caught and caten by the O wners o f 
the G ioiin d; and íónie are íóld to M erchants, 
w ho ía)c and export them to différent Parts o f 
the W orld. 1  hele Fiíh are ío  excceding fat, 
that the Grandecs o f  the Country ule the Fat or 
Üil w hich come» írom them , in the Place o f 
Candies or Lam ps. VVhen any l^erlón happens 
to est too m u ch oí t V íe  hiíh, he drinks the Nile 
W ater and recovers, v\ ithout having Recouríe to 
anyoth er M edicine. T h e  Egyptians iníorm all 
thoíe t\ ho mnke Fnqiiiries concerning the O ver- 
llowing oí the R iver, that it proceeds from heavy 
Showers, w hich íall in the Country A l-H ab aíh , 
which is H avilah, from whence it defcends to 
them , and enriches iheir Country by the Inun- 
dation already defcribed. VVhen the R iver does 
not overflow’, they never fow the L an d, and a 
grievous Fam ine prevails over all the Country. 
'l'h eir Seed T im é is  tow ardsthe End o f Marche!^ 
van, or 05íober\ after w hich T im e  the R iver 
returna to its ufual Boundaries. T h e y  m ow their 
Barley in the M onth o f  Adar, or February, and 
their W heat-in N ifan, or March\ at w hich Sea- 
íbn the Egyptians have rips Cherries, N uts, Cu» 
cum bers, Gourds, Peafe, Beans, G um , Vetches, 
all Sorts o f  Herbs, Purjlain, Aíparagiis, Balm ,

L eítu cc,



Lettuce, Coriander, Succory, Coleworts, and 
Grape?. T h e  Country abounds w ith  ail good 
Things. T h e  Gardens and Orchards are watered 
both by the L ak es and R iver, w hich runs through 
M itzraim , and from thence takes itsC ourlè four 
différant W a y s  ; from  one Source it rolls on to 
Dam iat (w hich is Caphtor) and then falls into 
the Sea ; from another it flows on to Rafid, near 
Alexandria, and empties itiê lf in the famé M an- 
ner ; from a third it ilides on by the W a y  o f  
Aim on, a very great C ity  in the Confines o f  
E gypt, & c. On each Side o f  theiè four Heads 
of the R iver, are C ities, Caftles, and Villages, 
which Travellers m ay go to either by W ater, or 
Land. N o  Count ry in the W orld can boa 11 a 
greater N um ber o f  Inhabitants, a more ample 
T errito ry , or a greater V ariety  o f  ail good 
T hings, than E gyp t. It is tw o Farafangs from 
the ancient M itzraim , to the modernC^/Vi».(ç)The 
ancient now lies in R uins; in which there are 
nevertheleis to be ièen very clearly, the Rem ains 
o f  the ancient W alls and other Buildings, unto 
tliis D ay, together with Joièph’s Granarles, in 
the fam é Place is a certain Pyram id, (6) bnilt by

M agic

(5) T he prcfent City o f  grand Cairo, owes its Foun
dation to one Gheuhar V izicro f the Caliph Miiazzlidinilla, 
who conquered Egypt. Gheuhar, in Memory o f his Con- 
queft had given this City the Name of E l Cahera, which 
is the Arabie word for Viftorious ; and from hcnce fome 
Merchants o f Florence and Venice, who were the firft 
Nazarene Merchants that were allowed to fettle in this 
City, formed the Name El Cairo, to which they added the 
Epithet Grand, to denote the Extent and Beauty o f it. 
Grand Cairo may be faid to conlift of tluee Towns or 
Cities, namely old Cairo which adjoins to it, Cairo proper- 
ly fo cilled, and the Port of Bulac, &c.

(6) The GrandPyraniid was built by Cheops, the fourth 
Succcflbr o f th« great Sefoltris j he reigned fifty Years,

according



M agic A rt, vvhich exceeds every T h in g  o f  that 
Kind novv extant. I he Gran¿ries arç ve.ry liib-. 
liantial Buildings, conítruóted o f L im e and 
B n ckç. W ithoiit the C ity  is to be iêen a very 
aiicient Synagogue o f our bleiTed M ofes: 
over which a certain t ld e r , a D ifciple o f the 
W iie  M en, preiides as C h ie f Kuler : thisAlan is 
named in Arabie  ̂ AJ-Scheik Abounatzer, Elder^ 
or C h ie f o f  the VVatch. T h e  Ruins of aïKient 
M itzraim  are about three M iles in (7) Extent.

C  H  A  P. X X II.

J  Defcrtptlon of Alexandria, and otber Cities tn 
Ègypt.

■pROIVI thence you have eight Parafangs to 
the Land o f Goihen, vvhich is Bolfir Sal- 

bis ; a large C ity , in w hich there are about three 
Ihoufand Jews. From  henee you go in half a  
D a y  to lik aa l Lein Aticeraes w hich is R a- 
mafes, ( i)  now laid waÜe : where there are

according to Herodotus ! exhaufted/all the Treafurcs of 
Egypt, and proftituted his own Daughter for Hire, to de- 
fiay the Expences. See Herodotus. Eutei-pe. 1 . a.

(7) Whcther he means the Breadth, Length, or cir- 
cumterence, is very Diâïcult to determine in this and 
iimilar PafUiges.

( i)  The Ein Schemes of the Arabians, its Greek Namt 
va s Heliopolis, cr City of the Sun, fuuated on the Borders 
of the Delta ; which is the On o f the Scriptures, and is 
now called Mai-arfa. It was a C 'iy  o f great Antiquity, and 
famous for the Worihip o f the Sun. They alib worílíip- 
ped a Bull, which was kept here under the Name of 
M nevis. The fmall Reinains o f this City are to the 
North Eall of Cairo, and a large Ivlound encouipaiTes the

whole }



fiill Í0 be feen the Rem ains o f  a Struilure built 
by our bleiTed Fathers; and fortified Places like 
T o w ers, ail o f  Brick. F iom  henee it is a D ay's 
Journey to Albubieg : w here there are about tw o 
hundred Jews ; and at M anfiphta, w hich is 
half a D ay’s Journey beyond it, are tw o hun- 
dred more. Y o u  then go on to Rem ira, w hich 
lies four Paraiangs farther ; in w hich Place there 
are feven hundred o f  our Countrym en : an i at 
Lam hala, w hich is five D ays journey diflant 
from it, are about five hundi-ed more. P'rom 
henee the T raveller comes, in tw o Days to 
Alexandria, (2) fo called from Alexander the

M acedonian,

whole i tlie Anticnt Scite, being about a Mile long, and 
' hait' a M ile broad. Here are the Remains a Temple, 

feveral Sphinxes, and an Obeliik ncar 70 Feet high. The 
Pricfts ot Heliopolis were the moil famous of ail Egypr, 
for the Study of Philoibphy and Aftrojiomy, and were the 
firft that computed T im eby Years, eJch 565 Days. They 
had hcre a Sort of Collcge, conilftingof a great Numbtr 
o f Rooms. Herodotus caine to this Pl:ice to be inftmèlcd 
in the Learning of the Egyptians, and when Strabo wat 
■Jiere, he was íljewn the Apai tmints of Plato and Eudoxiis. 
Near this C iiy  was a famous Obfervatory, which receiveJ 
its Ñame from Eudoxus, who was a great Aftronomer, 
and ftiulied that Science herc for many Years. There is 
great Uealbn to think that the Country about Heliopolis is 
the Land of Goflien, called alfo in Scripture (and bv our 
Author) Ramefes ; elpt cially as the Children o f Ifrael 
went by Ramefes the firlt Station, on th.»ir Departure from 
Egypt, this Counti7 being near Memphis, wher« at that 
Tim e it is probable Fharaoh rehded.

(z) The ncw City of Alexandria (fays a celebrated 
VV'riter) may jullly be comparcd to a poor Orphan, whofe 
fole Inheritance has been the Ñame of its Father. The 
vaft Exteut of the Ancient City is contraólcd in the ncw, 
to a fmall Neck o f Land between two Ports. A  Place 
fonnerly fo famous for the Extent of its Commerce, is no 
longer any T hing more than a ntiere Place for embarking. 
It is not a Phoenix tliat revives frora its own Alhes, being

at



M acedonian, who built ih ii moft fubftantîal and 
beautifiil C ity , ornaniented it w ith Palaces, and 
ofher Buildings, and iècured it w ith a W all o f 
m oll fair W orkm anihip. W ithout the C ity  is 
the U niveriity ot A rillo, the R abbi, or Praceptor 
o f  Alexander : w hich is a fair and large Edihce, 
in which are tvveiity .Schools, ièparated from 
each other by M arble Pill?.rs ; w hich were for- 
nierly Îreqiiented by Siudents from ail Parts o f 
the W orld, w ho cam e there to be inftrufled in 
the V V iid om of the Philofopher Arifto, which it 
Ànjîotle. l 'h e  C ity  itfe lf lies upon a higher 
Sjx)t o f  G  round, and refts upon Arches under 
Ground, through the iubterraneous PaiTaget 
w hereof People m ay corne into the public 
Parts o f  the C ity  unlèen ; ibme o f  theiè PaiTages 
cxiend to the Length  o f  a M ile ; that in par
ticular from the G â te  Rafid, unto the G âte which 
leads to the Sea ; irom which a Pier was made 
and paved, unto the very Port o f  Alexandria, 
\̂  hich extends a full Mile within the Sea. Here 
a large T o w er was built by Alexander, (3) called

M agraa,

at moft a Reptile fprung from the Dirt, Dufl: and Cor
ruption, with which tlie Alcorán (or as he ought to havc 
faicl the Koran) has infefted ihe Avhole Country. Though 
Benjamin probably took his Account from Oriental Hif- 
torians, yet this famous Collège was built after Ariftoile’i 
Tim e, not by Aîexander, but Ptolemy Soter ; it cannot 
however be denied, but what his Phiiofophy was long 
taught here by the molt eminent Profeflbrs.

(3) Though the Arabian Geographer is o f the famé 
Opinion, yet Strabo, Pliny, &c. informs us “  That it 
“  was finiflied in the Reign o f Ptolemy Philadelphus.”  
That the Pharos was a large fquare Building, compofed o f 
fine wiiite Marble ; the Height one hundred and thirty-five 
Feet. T he Expence o f the Building amounted to eight 
hundred Alexandrian Talents ; or upwards o f thre# 
hundred and thirty thoufand Pounds ©f our Money. The

Architcft



M agraa, but în Arabie M egar Alexandria ; on 
the l 'o p  of vvhich he placed a M irror or w atch  
T ovver o f  Glais : contrived in fuch a M annef 
that the Iniiabitants m ight froni the l 'o p  o f  it , 
obièrve the Motions of their Enemies, at the 
J)iÜance o f  fifty D ays Sailing; whether they 
came ironi the Land o f  Javan, or from the 
W ert, and by that means iècure themielves. A  
confiderable T im e  after the Death o f  Alexander 
(when the Javanites were tributary to the E g yp - 
tians) a Ship from that Country happened to 
put iii here: the C aptain , w ho was a J a 
va nite, and a iVIan o f uncommon Abilities, 
named Shodoros, after m aking the K in g  o f  
Egypt a Prefent o f  a confiderable Q^iantity o f  
Gold, Silver, and S ilk  Garm ents, w hich he 
brought for that Purpoiè, ca(t A.nchor before 
the ÎVatch l 'o w e r , according to the uiiial 
Cuftom o f ail the M archants, w ho corne to  
7 'rade here. A iter this, ht contraéled fo great 
an intim acy w ith  the Governor of the T o w e r, 
who corne daily to eat w ith him, that he w ent 
to, and returned from the T o w e r , whenever he 

P pleaièd.

A rchileil was Softratus of Cnidus, who bafely endeavour- 
*d to iifurp the Honor of it with Pofterity tohimfelf. T he 
Infcription ordered was K ing Ptoleiny, to the Gods, th« 
Saviours, for the Benefit of thofe who pafs by Sea : in- 
ftead of Ptolciny’s Name, he carefiilly Engraved his own 
in the Iblid Marble, and then filling up the Hollow of the 
engraved Letters with Mortar, wpote as direfted j fo the 
Infcription which was firft rend, was as ordered, and truly  ̂
afcrihed the W ork to K in g Ptolemy, its proper Founder j * 
Init in Procefs of Tim e, the Mortar bcing worn off, the 
Infcription appeared to be thus.— Softratus the Cnidian, 
the Son of Dcxiphanes, to the Gods, the Saviours, for 
the Benefit of thofe who paft by Sea, which Ijeiog in 
larting Lcttcrs, deeply engravcd in the Marble, laftcd as 
long as the Tower itfclf.



pleafed. T o  fum up the w hole, he inv4teá thc 
G o v e rn o rto a  Feail, a tw h ich  he r.iade him and 
a II his Attendants fo drunk that they ail leH 
üileej), iipon w hich the Captain and his C rew  
w ent to the T 'cw er, broke theiM irror, and on 

'the fam é N igh t iàt Sail for their own Coiniiry, 
Froni th isT im e  the Edomites began to inicit thc 
Coait w ith  large and Imall Ships of W ar, l>y 
M'hich Means they at firll took from  them tha 
great Illand o f  Crete, and at length made theni- 
jèlves Marters o f  Cyprus.; w hich is a Part oí the 
Javanitiih Em pire unto this Day : the Egyptians 
iiever having been able to contend w ith them 
for the R ecovery o f  them . From  that Period to 
the preiènt, the T o w e r has jerved as a Beacon 
for all ihofe VeiTels w h o  are com ing to the Port 
o f  Alexandria ; the L ig h t o f  which m ay ilill be 
lèen at the D iüance o f a hundred M iles ; by the 
M eans o f a large Fire w hich is kept conliantly 
burning on the T o p  o f it. T h is  Coim try w hich 
is much frequented for the Sake o f Com m erce, 
jîia y  be conlidered as the M arket o f  all the 
W orld  ; the Harbor o f  Alexarwiria is conftantly 
crow ded with M erchant Ships, from all the 
Kingdom s o f the Edomites, i. e. From  Valencia,

. T u ica n y , Lom bardy, Apulîa, M alii, Sicily, 
from the rnojî Northern and fome inland Parts of 
Europe. C racow , Cordova, Spain, R^iiîia, G er- 
m any, Sweden, D enm ark, England, Flanders, 
A rtois, N orm andy, France, Poitou, Anjou, 
G aico n y, Arragon and N avarre, G enoa, Pila, 
and Aquitain ; likew iiè from the W eüern E m 
pire o f the lihm aelites, from Andalufia, A l
garve, A frica, and the Régions o f Arabia ; in 
lik e  M anner from the Indies, H avilah , Æ thiu- 
p a ,  L yb ia , Aljerm an, M efopotam ia and Syria, 
logether w ith  the Javanites, w ho are calied

G reeks



Crreefcs and T u rks. A  great Q uan tiíy  p f  M er- 
chandize is broiight here íroin India, eípecially 
Spices o f  all Sorts -, w hich are bought up by 
the Edom itiih M erchants. T h e  People o f  ea.cli 
N ation have their Shops and particular Waik>i 
aiTjgned them, and through the Hurry o f  Buli- 
neis which is tbere carried on, the C ity  is in a 
continua! Tum uit. On the Sea Shore is to b e  
íéen a M arble Sepulchre, on which are engraved 
all Kind of B iris and other A n im ak, together 
w iih  an ancient Inicription, the Charadleis (4)

2 o f

(4.) T his ÎS no other than the famoiis Corlnthi;in 
Column, known by the Name of Poinpcy’ s Pillar, con- 
çerning which I fliall tranlcribe the following excellent 
Letter, fcn tb y E , Wortley Montague, Efq, F . R . S. to 
W illiam  W atfoii, M . D . F . R . S. dated Oclobcr 
jo , 1767, which was at his Requcft read before the Roycl 
Soticty, <?n the iç th o f November following. /

S I
I here fencJ you a few Lines, which I belicve w ill ap- 

pear extraordirary» as every Traveller that has been at 
Alexandria, has mentioned the famous Pillar c f  oriental 
Granité, wliich is about aM iiew ithout the W alls o f that 
City, as ereóled, according to molt Writera, either by 
Pompey, or to the Honor of Pompey. A s I differ irj 
Opinion frcm them a!l, and think this famous Pillar was 
ereiled to the Honor of Vefpafian, you certainiy will ex- 
peil to hear on what Foundation I formed io extraordinary 
a Conjeflure, as fo new a one may appear to you.

By my Mcnluration,

T he Capital of the Pillar is — .
The Shaft —  —  _
The Bafe ~  ^
The Pedellal _  —  _

Hcight from the G round —
Its Diameter —. —.

As



o f  w hich , no M an can read. T h e  Account 
>vhich they pretend to give o f it is ; that a cer

tain

A s foon as I faw this furprizing Pillar, I was convinced, 
thzt if  it had bcèn ertited iri Ponnpey’ s Tim e, Strnhn, or 
iome of the Anciei.ts would have mentioned it. I tliere- 
l(.re detennir.ed to examine ir narrowly. I perceived too 
that the Pedcfial vtas c f  a bad and wt?.k Mafoir.y, 
«cmpoicd c f  fmai] and great Sfoiies, o f different £oits, 
iiid abfjiutciy luiaV.le to fu t̂nin fo great a W eight; I 
thtreiore eafily concliided fuch Pedeltal, not oiiginally be- 
Jortgiiig to the Pillar. 1 attempted to get ovit a Stone, 
•W'hich I did without Tniuble, ai:d d Icovered the Pedeftal 
tobchollow. A fter fome Tim e, I mean dtiiing the Couifn 
< f  niaiiy Days, I made an Opening wide enciigh to enter 
i t } when vviihin it you will judge how niiich I was fnr- 
j.rized to find this prodigiüus Mafs c f  Grar.ite ftood, as 
on a Piivot, on a reverltd Obcliik, as 1 then heiie’.ed it 
T.'2s, oiily five Feet fqnare. Ciirious to kr.ow tlie Length 
c f  the Obeliik, 1 bcgan to move the Earth on one of its 
Siues : but my Eurprize increafed much, when I found 
;ifîcr moving a fc-w Inches of the Soil, that the Obelillc 
v a s  not eniire, this Privot being only four Fett and one 
Inch thick. It is fcattd on a Rock : the Stone is o f an 
♦ xtreme Hardnefs, and almoft a Petrifaflion, cr rather 
Congluiination of many different Stones, butai! vitrefcent. 
1  nevpr met wiih any Stone of this Kind any where, ex- 
cept wiih one fmall Piece on the Plain o f the Mummies ; 
1  broke a Piece of it, which Lord Bute has : a fmall 
Piece too of the Pillar was fent, that Gentlemen may bc 
convinced it is o f red (îranite, and not a Compofition as 
l’omehave imagined. 1  his Part o f the Obeliik is covered 
witli Hieroglyphics, which are reverfed, a plain Proof 
the Pillar was not ereñed whilft they were held facred 
Charaéters. Convinced therefore, that it was not o f the 
Antiquity one would fuppofe it, from being called of 
Pompey : I vifited it feveral Times, fo fee if  it might not 
Ve poilible to iînd ont Something that would give Koom 
for a reafonable Conjeiture, in Honor of  whom, and at 
what Tim e it was eiefled. From the Infcrintion, I could 
jiot difcover any Thing. It is on the Wcft Face o f the 
Bafe ; but fo much injured by Tim e, and 1 may fay too 
by Malice, (for the Marks o f fome Inftrununt appear 
clearly tu havc «ontributcd towards dcfacing it) that one

lan



tain ancient K in g , w ho lived before the D eluge, 
lies buried there. l 'h e  Sepulchre is fifteen Spans 
in L ength, and fix in Breadth. T h ere  are about 
three thoufand Jew iili Inhabitants at A lexandria,

can but imperfeftiy make out fome Greek Charaflers, fo 
imperf'eélly indeed, that no onc Word can be found. A t  
length, obferving that the Cernent, orM ortar, which clofes 
the fmall Séparation of the Shaft from the Bafe, was quite 
deftroyed in one Part, I  was curious to fee if  any T hing 
was made ufe o f within, to faften or tie the Shaft to ihe 
Bafe ; I faw there was : being defirous to kno%v if  it was 
Lead, and if  foj i f  it was not of that pure, and o f whicli 
we ftill meet with fome fcw Medals, 1  endeavoured, with < 
a pretty large Ranger, to eut ofF a fmall Piece o f the 
Grapple ; there was a great Number of Lizards that had 
taken ftielter there, and whIch ran out, on my introducing 
the Hanger. I then difcovered a dark Spot, at the Dif- 
tance o f more than a Foot, within the Circumference o f  
the P illar; which by ftriking it with the Hanger, I founà 
was Something ftuck faft to the Bafe ; after ftriking it 
feveral Tim es, I dctached it from ils Place, and it proved - 
a Medal o f Vefpafian in fine Order. On one Side of it . 
was the following Infcription.

AVT.KAIE.rEBA.OVESn.!
On the Reverfe,

Vicîoria gradicns ; Dextra Spica», fuás. Palman.
“  The reverftd Hieroglyphics are a Proof that this araaz- 

ing Monument was not ereñed in Pompey’s Tím e ; and 
as there is no Mention o f it in any of the ancient Writers 
that I have met with, it feems plain that it was not known • 
bcfore the Tim e o f Vefpafian. This Medal could not by 
any Accident, I think, have been introduced above a 
Foot within the Circumference of the Shaft; therefore I 
fuppofe it was placed there, when the Pillar was ereéted, 
which from thence, 1 conchuie to have been done to the 
Honor o f that Emperor. I f  you think this Paper worth 
it, you will pleale to communicate it to the Koyal Society, , 
and that o f the Antiquarians.

lá m , Sir, your humble Servant, .
E D . W O R T L E Y  M O N T  A C U E .” '

2 ante, M ay 7, 1767.
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C  H  A  P. XXIÎT.

Rout f r m  Alexnnàr'ia^ to Mount Sinaï  ̂ and from  
ihcnce to Siiily-, by ihe IVay of Damiat, or 
Vamlatn. Defcr'tpiion >of Palermô f and M ep  

fina. Rout to Rome and Lucca.

tp R O M  thence you go in tw o  Days to Dam iat, 
•* -W’hich was forinerly called Caphtor ; where 
there are about tw o bundred Jews. From 
[Ca})htor j  men go in h alf a Day to Sonbat. T h e  
inhabitaiits of this Place cultívate H em p, and 
carry on a large M aniifaélory of w hite Cloth, 
w hich they export to ail Parts o f  the W orld. 
From  henee you go to Klam (which was once 
called LIim) in about four Days. T h is  C ity  is 
in the PolFeflion o f  the Arabs o f  the Defarts. 
Rephidim  lies two Days Journey beyond it : 
w hich is inhabited by Arabians, without any 
Jews. From  thence the T ravelier comes in one 
D a y, to M ount ( i )  Sinai, on the T o p  o f w'hich

is

( i )  Mount,Sinai has two Summits, and is called by the 
^rabs the Mountain of Mofes, becaufe many rcuiarkable 
'J’iiings liappcned there to that Piophet. It was here, they 
lay, ihat the Alm ighty appeared to him in the Biu'ning 
Buih ; and theFathers fhcw a Bramble, which they affirm 
is of the famé Kind. Hcre he Jikewife fed tlje l'iock c f  
Jethro, his Fathcr-in-iaw ; and not far oft' he ftruck. ihe 
Kock, out of which Water inftantly guilicd ; the Stone is 
a red Granité, about fifteen Feet long, ten broad, and. 
twelve high ; The Opening does not refcnible any T hing 
done by a Tool, and is fomewhar hke the Mouth of a 
carved Lion : into this Apertuiet'ie Arabs put certain mé
dicinal Herbs, which they afterwards give lo their Cameis, 
in Cafe they are diibrdeied, thinking them very falutary for 
any Difeafc. Tlierc is a Coaveut at Mount Sinai, founded

by



is a certain Convent or Cloifter o f  M on ks, w ho 
are called Sorianini, or Syrians. A t the Foot o f

the

Vy the Emprefs Helena, and dedicated to the celebrateif 
St. Cathei iiie ; it ftands at the Bottom o f the JSIoiintain, 
and is an irregular awkward Building, o f unburnt Brick, 
walled round, and fto^ped up at every Entrance, to prevent 
the Incurfions of the rovinç Arahs, T he only free En
trance is by a Window thaï is iipwards o f thirty Fect from, 
the Ground, and to which Peòple are drawn iip in a Aîa- 

-chine, by a Windlafs. Within the W alls, which are 255 
Feet long from Eaft toW ert, and 55 broad fiom North to 
South, are M ills, Bake-houfes, Store-houfes, and every 
Office neceflary to a feqneftcred Society. Here is the 
Shrine of St. Catherine, the Relies are depofitcd inam ar- 
ble Cheft, whereupon are carved fevcral Pieccs o f  Foil igc. 
in Ba/To Relieve. One o f that Saint's Hands is ihewed to 
the Curious, the Fingers o f which are covered with Rings 
adorned with Pearl. Adjoining to the Eaft End of the. 
Church, wherein thefe Keiics arc preferved, is the ChapcI 
of the Holy Btiih, which the Monks aiTcrt grew oa 
the famé Spot whereon now lies a Flag of VVhite Mar- 
ble, which Chriftians approach, and molt devoutly kijs j 
nor will they enter this Chapel witli their Shoes on. 
There are many oiher Chapéis about the Convent. llcrc 
are two W ells, oné is called the W ell of Mofes, which 
has a very fine cool Water, and is drank in Summer  ̂
the other is called the W ell o f the llo ly  Buih, and is o f 
a warnier Temperature. St. Athanafius was a Bi oiiiei o f 
this Monaftry, as was Sergius, who aiTilted Mahomet in 
writing the Koran. This Convent is cxempted from ail 
Jurifdiélion, except that o f its own Bifliop, who is eleiïrd 
by ihe Monks, and reccives his Confirmation from the 
Patriarch of Jerufalem. The Monks hcre live in the moil 
abftemious Mar.ner, and in Lent rife at Midnight to per- 
fbrm their Dévotions. The Empcror Juftinian fcnt a 
Hundred Familics from the Red Sea, and the famé Num- 
ber from Egypt, to lèn'e them as Vafl'als ; at that Time 
they w'erc prctty numerous, but now conflit only of aho:tt 
forty or fifty, owjng to the Diiputes amon^ themiclves, 
which coil l'everal o f them their Lives. Their Vaifal* 
cultívate thtir Gardens, and do othtr menial Offices. A  
Lay lîrother, or Caloyer, is appointed to attend upon '

Sttan^cij,



tb e M ountain is a large Citadel, w hich  they 
call T o r  Sinai, tbe Inhabitants o f  w b ich  ipeak 
ihe Chaldean Langiiag;e, tbe M ountain is fm aîl,. 
and five D ays Journey from E gyp t, to w hich it 
belongs. T h e  Sea (2) o í  Suph, or the rcd Sc/i

i>

Stranger» arrîving here, to iliew tliem the Chapéis, Offi
ces, aod the Library, in which are depofited fome of tha 
firft Greck Bocks that were ever printed. T he Feet yf 
Pilgrims at their Arrivai here, are waihed by a Lay Bro- 
ther ; aad thofe o f a Prieft by one o f eqiial Rank in the 
Church. Doftor Pocock, Bifhop of OiTory, had the Sa- 
tisfaflion of being prcfent at ail their Eafter Cercmoniej. 
T he Church, containing the Relies o f St. Catherine, is 
called thegreat Church ot the Transfiguration } it lies to 
the North-Ealk on the lovveit Part of the Conver.t, and 
conflits o f a Nave, an Ifle on each Side, and thrce Chapel» 
on the Outlide, lower than the Ifles. The Piiture o f Juf- 
tinian, and his Emprefs Theodora, over the A rch of thç 
High A ltar, are well cxecuted in Mofaic ; and feveval In- 
fcnptions to the Honor of that illuftriuus Pair, are carved 
on the Beams that fupport the Roof, which is of Cyprefs 
covéred with Lead, and is very antique. T he Turks de- 
ftroyed the Pavement of this Church, digging it up in 
Hopes of difcüvering Treafures ; but it was elegantly re- 
paired by one Archbiihop Athanafius, in the laft Century. 
M ount St. Catherine is ntuated near M ount Sinai ; and 
il was to the former Place that the Body of St. Catherine 
was brought, after her Martyrdom, under the Tyrant 
M axentius; it overtops Mount Sinai, and its Soil is a. 
Species of fpeckUd M jrble, in v/hich are feen beautiful 
Configurations of T reei, and other vegetable Keprefenta- 
tions. Middl. Geog.

(z) S '  The Sea o f Suph, or the Red Sea, took 
its Name net from the Red Sano, or Weeds, in the Bot- 
tom o f it, but from its Vicinity to the Kingdom of EdoJ», 
or the Red Kingdotn. l 'h is  Country was named, as was the 
Cultom in ihoie early Tinies, from its K ing Efau, who 
was alfo called Edom, ilt, Becaufe he was reniarkably red 
when he came out of his Muthcr’s Womb. adlv, On A c 
count of Something nxry redy to which our Tranilation 

Pottage, v^hich he boughtof Jacob at fo dcar a Price.
T his



îs a D ay ’s Journey from Mount Sinai : and is a 
Strait oí' the Sea o f  Hoclhii, or Indian Sea. Y on  
then reiurn lo  J^amiat, Irom w hence it is one

D a y ’s
This Countr}' has gone by the different Ñames of Hor, 
Seir, Edom,and Uz, Lam. 4, 24. “  R^oice and be glady
“  O Daught^r e f Edotn, ivbo duueUeJ} in the Land of Uz. ' 
This was the Couutry of Job^ othci-wife calJed Jobab, thç 
Son of Zerach, a Defccndant of Efau. He was the fixtii 
from Abrahain, and the immediate Succeflbr o f Baidk, 
the Son of Beor, in the Kingdom of Edom. He was pro- 
bably cholen K iiig  by the joint Suffrages of the Pe >ple» 
His Parents were of Bozra. Thiis Ifa. 6;}, i .  “  If̂ to is 
“  he that cornetb from Edom in dyed (or rather Royat) Gar  ̂
“  Kcn's, from Bozra F" T hat his Father was of Bozj-a, 
is clear, from Gen. 36, 33. That Bozra was in Edom 
ii as évident, from llh. 34, 5, 7, and Jer. 49, 12. Job 
lived 140 Years after his Àflli£lions, and d:ed aged 240. 
His Friend Eliphaz, the Temanite, fo called from fO’rj 

êmaiiy the South, becaufe his Coinury lay South of

F.dom was probably K in g o f Timania, or Arabia
theStuny. His fçcund Friend Bildad, was called the

Shuhite, either from niir lo^, or Sofinefs o f the
Earth, becaulc ihe Ground finies at tiie Fread of the Foot 
in that Part of Arabia Deferta, now called

^ikaina, becaufe hotter, and Gaur, becaufe lower

than the Reft o f Arabia. His ihird Friend Zophar, the 
Naimathite, feems to come from Arabia the Happy, 
from nOj?.3 Naama, beauiiful, convenient, pleafant, happy».

Thns y'emm, was fo called from «««J. Felicitft

Verdure, ¿cc. becaufe the Temperatui e of thç A ir, and 
Produce of the Soil, fo far excelled the other Arabias^ 
From ail which it appears, that Job was K in g of Edom, 
or Idumæa, ' in Arabia ; that Eliphaz was K ing of T e 
man, or Arabia the.Stony, which lay South of E d o m ; 
that Bildad was K in g of Arabia the Dtfart : and Zophar 
fwayed the Sceptre ovcr Arabia the Happy. That Job» 
was a K in g 1  have alrcady proved ; that his three 
Pricnds wcie, is tqually clear and évident frorn the fa^ 
miliar Manncr in which they converfçd, blamed, and 
rçproved him, in ail which they beliaved as Ec¡ual$, if  not 
ÿupcriors.



C R  A  P. xxiir.
Day^s V oyage to T unes, (3) w hich is the ancient 
Hanes ; w here there are about í'orty je w s , itisan  
Ifland in the M idàle of the Sea,, w hich has al- 
w ays belonged to the Kingdom  of Ejíypt. From. 
this Place, you take Ship,, and arrive after a 
V oyage o f íw en ty D sys at the Ifland oí M ef- 
íina, (4) w hich is the Beginning o f the Ifland 
o f Siciiy, lituated upon an Axm  of' the Sea, 
iiamed Liinid, which divides Calabria from Si- 
cily . H ere you find about tw o hundred Jews;. 
the Country abounds w ith Gardens, Orcharda 
and good '1 hings o f every Kjnd ; and is much 
reforted to by Nazarenes, v\ ho em bark here íor 
Jerüfalem  ; becauíé they have a moft agreeable 
and €onY.enierít PaíTage. Froin thence yon come 
in tw o D ays to the C ity  named Palermo, which. 
is tw o M iles in L e:igth  ; and as many. in Breadth. 
H ere you find the Grand Palace o fK in g  W illiam ,.
(5) and about tift^en hundredjews; together with 
Édom ites and I/hmaeiites in great Abundance. 
T h e  Country is ío plentiíuily Üocked with 
Springs, R ivers, VV^heat, Barley, Gardens and 
Orchards, that none in Sicily can equal it. This 
C ity  is the R elídence. o f  the Viceroy, v lio is 
Damed Alchetzeina. Here are all Kinds of. 
í ’ruit 7 'rees ; in the Middie o f  the ( ’ ity is a 
large Fountain, furrounded w ith a W all ; in the 
lam e PJace is an elegant Fiíii Pond, named 
Albehira, weil llocked w ith  Fifli o f diíierent. 
Sorts, together w ith the royal Yatches^ all gild-

ed

(3). A leam ed Commentator fuppofes this to be a cer- 
tain liland near Egyjit, named Thennes, which fiiouU 
have been writtcn C'jn and not D':iu

(4) Ifle of MeíTina.l Mefllna is not a feparate Ifland», 
but a City in Sicily. Lunid I never heard oí. The Strait.

 ̂ ¡( now-callcd Karo di Meflína.
( 5 ) W  iUiam tlic Stcondf Kij^g o f Sicily, firnamed the C qbiL.



« i  over w ith Gold and Silver, in vvhich the 
King is acculiom ed to amuie and regale him ielf, 
to^etherw ith his W om en . H ere is alio a large 
P.iUce built in a G arden , the Pavem ent is o f  
Aiarble, the W alls o f  this Strircîure, arc graced 
with Figures o f  all Sorts, waihed over with 
Gold and Silver, iuch as are to be foimd in no 
other H ace. M eflina is confidered as the Be- 
ginning; o f  the liland o f SicHy : vvhich is the 
Rout uilially taken by all who m ake the T ou r 
o f the W orld, iVoni w hence they go on through 
Catania, Syracuie, M azara, Petelaria, '1'rapana, 
and ÍÒ in about fix Days travel through the 
I/]and. A t  T rap an a the Coral Stone is found, 
which isca lle d , in ArabtCy Almurgan. Froni 
thence you m ay go to Rorae in three D ays: 
and from Rom e you go by Land to L ucca iji 
iive D ays more.

C  H  A  P . X X I V .

From thince to France  ̂ through Germarty,

p R O iV I thence M en travel in tw elvs Days to
*  M ount Apennine, to the C ity  M oriena, and 
the-AIps o f  Ita ly , as far as the C ity  called 
Saint Eerm rdin, the Frontier o f  G erm any. T h is  
Country is full of H ilis and Mountains, in vvhich 
there are m any J e wiiii Collèges and Mflemhiies, 
eij)eciaHy towards the great R iver Rhine ; from 
the C ity  o f Cologn as tar as ( i )  Sufmburic, the 
Ronndary o f  G erm any, about fil teen Days Jour- 
ncy. T h is  Land was once called Aichenaz.

^rhe

(•i) In this, rintl the Namcs o f fnany other Towns ¡w 
Germany, I fi>liow C. L ’ Empereur 5 the Rabbinical T ext 
■is greatly conupted.



T h e  following Cities o f  G erm any are m oll re- 
m arkable, on Account o f  the Collèges and Ai^ 
Tembiies o f  pions and exem plary Ifraelites, wbich 
are to be touiid in them , not lar irom (2) Moiella. 
Coldetz, Andernach, C ub, Creutznach, Bing, 
fíen ieríiieiin , and Üpper MunÜer, ior the Jil. 
raelites are Icatrered over al! the Nations o f the 
Earth. “  But he w ho is not ibllicitous alx)ut (3) 
“  gaihering tügether the Outcalts o f Ifrael, iliall 

not behold w ith his Eyes the T okens o f our 
“  Deliverance, neither liiall he li"e  and be re- 

ncwed with lirael : But vvhen the God o f our 
“  Fatheri^ ihall vint our C ap tiv ity , and exalt the 
“  Horn of his M eiiiah, then every M an will be

“  ready

(a) M any o f ihcfe Towns are however, at a coiifiderable 
Diltance from Mofella.

( î )  Here Benjamin begins to prcach. A ftcr having 
given many Proofs of his Skill in Gcograj>hy, and Hil'- 
tory, he at laft givcs us a Specimen c f  his Divinity. 
Peiufe with Admiration, this chief d’ Oevre of one of th* 
greateft Doftors of the Synagogue o f the “  Grand Lutni- 
“  nary, nvbofe Sun arofe c'ver ail Ifrael." Confider ihe pi
ons Miiledidtion, denounced againft thofe who are not 
follicitous abolit gathering together the üiitcafts o f Ifrael I 
T k cy  ihall not fee wiih rheir Eyes, &c. by whiçh he 
means (acco;ding to their Traditions,) thcy fliall not, at 
the coir.ing of the MeiTiah, be carried upon the ShoulderS 
o'f the Kings of the Gentiles, like the reft of their Brethrer. 
They flull not be Partaktnrs o f that fenlual Paredife, where 
Diamonds, precious Stones, Gold and Silver, ipring up 
fuddeniy like Miiihrooms. T hey fliall not feait on the 
Fleili of Behcmoih, and Leviatlian. They fliall not (for 
the fécond Courfe) tafte o f the Dainties contained in the 
Roc’s E gg. They fliall not bathe in the Rivers of fweet 
M ilk ; nor recline on Banks of Rofes beiidc the Bowers of 
Afphodel and Amarinth, qitaffing frono niafly Gobiets 
the liifcioiis VVines of Edcn. Join with me, my Chriltian 
Readcrs, in dropping a fympathetic Tear for thofe un- 
happy liiventors o f palatable Ei rors, and twenty more for 
tkol'c who bave been crcdulous tnongh to follow them.



« ready to fay, I will be a Leader to the Jevvs,
“  and I w ill gather them together.”  Jn tlieiè 
C ities are iome D iiciples o f the W ifè  M en, and 
•Collèges o f  thofe w bo love theîr Brethren, and 
courteoiilly entreat their Neighlx)rsand Strangers. 
W hen a 'l'raveller vilits them , they are delighted 
therevvith, hoipitably entertaining him , and fav- 
ing, “  Rejoice, our Brethren, for the Salvaticn 
“  o f G cd  w ill corne as in the T w in k lin g  o f  an 
“  E ye. For unleis \ve had feared and doubted 
“  the T im e  o f  his Corning, and diaw in g near 
“  unto us, \ve ihould beiore this 7 'im e have bccii 

gathered together ; but w e cannot be co lle ik d  
together before th e T im e  o fth e  iin gin gofB ird s,

“  and the cooing o f  the l'u rtle  approacheth, and 
“  thofe in the latter T im es corne, preaching 
“  glad l'id in g s , and faying alw ays, “  T h e  L o r i  
“  be praifed.” T h e y  hold Correipondence w ith  
each other by Letters, in whioh they admoniih ' 
one another, and fay, “  B e y e  firm and itedfaft in 
“  the Lavv o f M oiès ; and m ay thoie w ho mourr\ 
** for the Delblation o f  Sion and Jerulâlem , ini- 
“  plore the tenderM ercies ofG od, bewailing theîr 
“  Sins, in fervent Frayer, and cloathing them - 
“  lèlves w ith blackVeÜ m ents in their In tegrity.”  
fiefides tholè C ities o f  G erm any which w e have 
already taken N otice  of, are Stratiburg, D uif- 
burg, or rather Auiburcn, Alanturn, Pefinges, or 
rather Freifing, Bam berg, Z or, and Regens- 
purch, in the Frontiers o f  the Em pire ; in 
w hich C ities there are alfo a great m any Jew - 
îfh Inhabitants, w ho are rich, and Difciples o f 
the W iiè  M en. From  henee you go on to 
the Country o f  Bohem ia, w h ich  is there called 
Prague, the Entrance o f Sclavonia, which the 
Jew5 (who reiide there) call the Land o f C a -

naan.



na an, becaufe the M en o f  that C ountry (4) 
their Sons and Dàughters to ail N ations that will 
buy them , like the Ruflîans. T h is  Kingdom  is 
c f  very confiderable E xtent, from  the G aie o f 
Prague even unto the G âte o f  St. Nicholas, or 
rather Pinego, a large C ity  in the E xtren iity  of 
the Kingdom . T h e  Country is mountainous 
and woody ; vvhere thofe A nim ais are found 
w hich are called V eergares, or Ermin. T h e  
Cold is ÍÒ inteniè during the W în ter  Seaion, that 
no Perfon goes from H om e.— So much for the 
Kingdom  ofRuiTia T h e  Kingdom  o f France, 
w hich w e call the Land o f  (5) Zarephath, ex- 
tends from the C ity  o f  Alfodo, perhaps the Terri- 
tory o f Elfas^ fix D ays Journey to the great C ity  
o f Paris, the c h ie f Refidence o f  K in g  L ew is,

fituated

(4) T his is irtteriy wrthout Foundation-. It is founded 
upon a Conjeéture À a t the ancient Sclavi, and Germans, 
are defcended from the Canaanites, who ñed before Jofliua, 
T h e Truth is, a Part o f Bohemia was formerly called thf 
Land o f Canaan, on Account o f its Fertility.

(5) T he modem Jews very impropcrly call France
Zarephath, or Zorphath, which arifes from their Ignoranci 
uf a Paflage in Obadiah, ver. 20. “  A nd the Captivity

of this Holt o f the Children o f Ifîael, ihall poiTcfs that 
“  o f the Canaanites,. even unto. Zarephath, and the Cap-

tivity o f Jerufalem, whTch is in Sepharad, ihall pofleû 
“  the Cities o f the South.”  T he Zarephath here men- 
tiuned, is the Zarephath which belonged to Zidon, i 
KIngs, 17, 9,. where Elijah raifed the W idow’s Son to 
Life. T he iame Place is called in the Greek Teftament 

Sarepta, Luke 4, 26, a& this was the inofl: 
Northern City in the Holy ,Land, the Prophet Obadiah 
perhaps meant, that the Jews ftiould again recover their 
Tcrritories from North to South. Whether this Prophecy 
was fulfilled after their Return from Babylon, or whether 
it ftill remains to be fulfilled at the Calling; o f the Jcw6, 
I  leave to grcater ÇaluÎfts to determine.



(6) fítuated upon the R iver Seine. Here are 
iuch D ifc ip leso f the W iie  M en as are no where 
cliè to b e  m et w ith  throughoiit the W orld ; w h a

Êive them ièlves up to the Study o f  the L aw  both 
)ay .and N ig h t ; are hoipitable to ail Strangers, 

and behave as Brethren and Friends to ail their 
Jew iih Relations and Kindred. M ay G od, out 
o f  his abundant M ercy , have Compailjon on 
them and us ; and m ay he fulftl that Scripture 
towards us and them , “  I f  thou w ilt return, he 
“  will gather thee from all the Nations vvhither 
“  the Lord thy God hath icattered thee.” Am en* 
Am en. A m en.

(7) T h e  W o rk  is perfedled and finiilied.

(6) Lcwis . 3  This was Lewis the Seventh, called bjr 
French Writei-s, “  Louis le Jeune to diftinguiih liini 
from his Father, with whom he jointly reigned for fome 
Tim e. He began his Reign A u g . 1137, and died at Paris^ 
Sept. 18, 1180. During which Pen'od Stephen reigned iri 
£ngland. Malcolm the 4th in Scotland. Sancho in 
Spain. Suetcher, Eric the gth, and Charles tlie 7th in 
Sweden. Ladiûas the rd in Poland. Alexander the 31I 
was Pope o f Rome. Manuel Commenes, (as we have al- 
readjr obferved) was Emperor « f  the Eaif, and Conradc 
tlie 3d of the W eft.

 ̂ (7) o n  is ufually placed at the End o f R at*
kinic^ jBookst
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