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Abstract: The aim of this study was to provide percentile values for a cardiorespiratory fitness
(CRF) field test for Latin-American adolescents (34,461 girls and 38,044 boys) aged 13 to 15 years.
The role of fatness parameters on the CRF level across age groups was also examined, with a focus
on non-obese (healthy) and obese groups. CRF was assessed using the 20-meter shuttle run test
protocol. Anthropometric parameters were measured using body mass index z-score (body mass
index (BMI) z-score), BMI, waist circumference (WC), and waist-to-height ratio (WHtR). Participants
were categorized according to the BMI z-score, WC, and WHtR international cut-off points as healthy
and obese. Age- and sex-specific reference tables for the 3rd, 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, 90th, and 97th
centile scores were calculated using Cole’s lambda, mu, and sigma method. The prevalence of obesity
according to the BMI z-score, WC, and WHtR was 9.6%, 11.2%, and 15.0%, respectively. Across all age
and sex groups, a negative association was found between relative peak oxygen uptake (V̇O2peak)
and BMI, WC, and WHtR. In boys and girls there were higher levels of performance across all age
groups, with most apparent gains between the ages of 13 and 14 years old. Overall, participants
categorized in the healthy group had shown to have significantly higher V̇O2peak than their obese
counterparts (p < 0.001; Cohen’s d > 1.0). In conclusion, our study provides age- and sex-specific
reference values for CRF (V̇O2peak, mL·kg−1

·min−1). The anthropometric parameters were inversely
associated with CRF in all ages in both sexes. The obese group had worse CRF than their healthy
counterparts independent of anthropometric parameters used to determine obesity.
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1. Introduction

Increasing attention is being given to the importance of cardiorespiratory fitness (CRF) levels,
for decreasing chronic diseases, promoting overall cardiovascular and general health, and improving
quality of life [1]. Mounting evidence over the past years has firmly established that low CRF is strongly
and independently associated with a high risk of cardiovascular disease [2], all-cause mortality [3],
diabetes [4], mental health [5], stroke [6], various types of cancers [7], and many other risk factors
and comorbidities.

In children and adolescents, peak oxygen uptake (
.

VO2peak) is the most researched physiological
variable in pediatric exercise physiology for its association with cardiometabolic risk factors [8,9]
and other health-related variables [10]. The current literature indicates that there has been a
substantial decline in CRF in high-income and upper middle-income countries in the last decades [11].
Moreover, there is a gap on CRF data for low-income and middle-income countries, underscoring the
need to improve the monitoring of CRF across populations because temporal declines are indicative of
declines in population health [11].

CRF can be objectively assessed by lab-based, but the need of expensive equipment limits its
use in epidemiological levels, such as in school settings. To help address these limitations, field tests
might be an alternative for estimation/prediction CRF described as

.
VO2peak in children and youth.

The 20-meter shuttle run test (20mSRT) is the most widely used field-based estimation of CRF in
youth worldwide [12]. In addition, it is has been demonstrated to be an suitable tool (feasible, valid,
and reliable) for population-based surveillance and monitoring, due to its low cost, flexibility with
testing locations, and its ability to test multiple individuals simultaneously [13].

Two recent studies [12,14] have presented international criterion-referenced standards regarding
CRF for children and adolescents. However, it is noteworthy that both observational studies have
identified populations in several high-income countries, and to the best of our knowledge, there are
not any studies among a large sample of south American children or adolescents. In addition, there is
a need to track most accurately trends on CRF in youth, in large-scale, harmonized national health
and fitness surveys, especially among low-income and middle-income countries [13]. In this sense,
and from a public health perspective, providing age-, and sex-specific percentiles for CRF field tests
for Latin-American adolescents should support possible interventions or prevention programs on a
broader range aiming to improve the health status.

In addition to the decreased CRF levels in Latin American adolescents, the prevalence of overweight
and obesity among this population has widely increased, making it one of the most common chronic
disorders in this age group and in adulthood [15]. Overall, increased fatness status has a negative
influence on CRF levels [16] besides, there are age and sex specific differences accordingly to weight
status and CRF during adolescence [12,16].

However, given the role of age, sex, and obesity on CRF levels, the aim of this study was to
provide percentile values for CRF field tests for Latin-American adolescents (38,044 boys and 34,461
girls) aged 13 to 15 years old. In addition, the influence of fatness parameters on the CRF level across
age groups was also examined, with a focus on healthy and obese groups.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Design Study and Subjects

The current study is based on pooled analyses data obtained from two separate and independent
samples: Chile (n = 47,715; SIMCE, in Spanish Sistema de Medición de la Calidad de la Educación; in English
System for the Assessment of Educational Quality) and Colombia (n = 24,790; “Prueba SER Survey and
Fuprecol Project”). Detailed information about the objectives, design, and protocol has been published
elsewhere [17]. Briefly, “the SIMCE” study was based on a representative sample of Chilean 8th grade
students (mean age=14.0 ± 0.6 years old), and maximal effort exercise was not contraindicated [18].
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The sample was stratified by 15 regions and three school categories. The National Physical Education
Survey was authorized under the Chilean Sports Law number 19.712, Article 5 [18].

The second sample was taken from the “Prueba SER survey and Fuprecol Project”.
These were cross-sectional surveys of ninth grade students recruited from public and private
schools in all 20 municipalities within the District Capital of Bogota (Cundinamarca Department,
Andean Region of Colombia). Further details can be obtained from the website (available
from: https://www.educacionbogota.edu.co/archivos/Temas%20estrategicos/Documentos/Resultados_
PruebasSER-Bienestar_Fisico_Ciudadania_y_Convivencia.pdf). The study protocols were approved
by the Universidad de Santiago de Chile (Chile) by th Institutional Review Board and the Review
Committee for Research Involving Human Subjects at Bogotá’s District Secretary of Education (ID
Convenio N CDP 3381, Project N 893 “Pensar en Educación” date 2 October 2014, and Fuprecol Project
Code N CEI-ABN026–000262, date 27 September 2013).

2.2. Procedures

Weight and height were measured following standard procedures by the same trained investigator
in each study country. Body fatness parameters were estimated using body mass index (BMI, kg/m2)
and waist circumference (WC) information. BMI and age- and sex-specific BMI z-scores according to
the World Health Organization reference standards were calculated, with obesity defined as ≥ 2 SD [19].
WC and height were used to calculate waist-to-height ratio (WHtR), with obesity defined as ≥ 0.50
according to previous reports [20,21]. The 75th percentile of WC according to age and sex were
determined based on data collected from the de Ferranti et al. [22]. After defining obesity using BMI
z-score, WHtR and 75th percentile of WC, a new variable was generated from the combination of both.
Students were classified as obese simultaneously (BMI z-score + WC or BMI + WHtR).

CRF was assessed using the 20-meter shuttle run test (20mSRT) protocol [23,24]. Results
were recorded to the nearest stage (minute) completed with relative

.
VO2peak (in mL·kg−1

·min−1)
estimated using the Léger equation [24]. The 20mSRT demonstrates strong test-retest reliability
and moderate-to-strong validity which suggests that the 20mSRT is a surrogate measure to
estimating/predicting of

.
VO2peak [25].

2.3. Statistical Analyses

Participants were divided into three age groups: 13, 14 and 15 years old. Age- and sex-specific
means, SD, frequency and percentage were calculated. Sex differences were compared by two-way
analysis of variance, as well as the differences between anthropometric parameters, and the subgroup
means were compared using the Bonferroni test. The categorical values were compared by Chi-squared
test (χ2-test). Percentile values (3rd, 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, 90th and 97th) were fitted to the data using
Cole’s transformation (L for skewness), median (M), and coefficient of variation (S) method [26]. Linear
regression (standardized regression coefficient with 95% confidence interval) were calculated to quantify
the relationship between

.
VO2peak according to equation of Léger et al. [24] and fatness parameters (BMI,

WC and WHtR), adjusted by country. We observed significant interactions by sex (p < 0.01), hence the
linear regression analyses were performed for boys and girls in an independent manner. The Cohen’s
d (effect size) statistic was calculated by determining the difference between two groups (healthy
and obesity), thus, Cohen’s d = M1 −M2/σpooled, where σpooled =

√
[(σ 12 + σ 22)/2]. The magnitude

was interpreted by using small (0.20 to <0.50), moderate (0.50 to <0.80), and large (≥0.80) values.
Statistical analyses were carried out using the SPSS software®24 version for Windows (IBM-SPSS Inc.,
Chicago, IL, USA). Smoothed age and gender-specific for all percentiles were constructed with the
use Lambda-mu-sigma Chart Maker Pro program software®(version 2.54, Medical Research Council,
Cambridge, UK). p value < 0.05 was considered to be statistically significant.

https://www.educacionbogota.edu.co/archivos/Temas%20estrategicos/Documentos/Resultados_PruebasSER-Bienestar_Fisico_Ciudadania_y_Convivencia.pdf
https://www.educacionbogota.edu.co/archivos/Temas%20estrategicos/Documentos/Resultados_PruebasSER-Bienestar_Fisico_Ciudadania_y_Convivencia.pdf
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3. Results

We included participants who completed the fatness and
.

VO2peak with non-missing values
for all tests (n = 86 were excluded). The final sample comprised 72,505 adolescents aged 14.02
(95%CI 14.02−14.03) years old. Means (standard deviation, SD) for the full sample were: BMI,
21.65 (3.53) kg/m2; WC, 71.12 (8.48) cm; WHtR, 0.44 (0.05); and CRF, 42.49 (6.53) mL·kg−1

·min−1 using
the Léger et al. equation [24]. Boys had significantly higher values than girls in weight, height, WC,
and

.
VO2peak, except in BMI and BMI z-score. The prevalence of obesity according to the BMI z-score

was 9.6%, and the prevalence of central obesity according to the >75th percentile for age and sex was
11.2%, and WHtR (≥0.50) was 15.0%, (Table 1).

As expected, across all age and sex groups, a significant negative association was found between
.

VO2peak and BMI, WC, and WHtR (Table 2).
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Table 1. Characteristics of the sample by age and sex group.

Characteristics N Full Sample

Girls
(n = 34,461)

Boys
(n = 38,044)

13 Years Old
(n = 8088)

14 Years Old
(n = 20,108)

15 Years Old
(n = 9848)

13 Years Old
(n = 8025)

14 Years Old
(n = 18,414)

15 Years Old
(n = 8022)

Weight (kg) 72,419 56.01 (10.30) 54.62 (9.95) * 54.82 (9.60) * 54.26 (8.87) * 56.35 (11.08) 57.34 (10.92) 57.78 (10.34)
Height (cm) 72,411 1.61 (0.08) 1.56 (0.06) * 1.57 (0.06) * 1.57 (0.06) * 1.62 (0.08) 1.64 (0.07) 1.66 (0.07)
BMI (kg/m2) 72,393 21.65 (3.53) 22.29 (3.71) * 22.22 (3.53) * 22.12 (3.35) * 21.42 (3.59) 21.17 (3.49) 20.85 (3.18)

BMI z-score (WHO) a 72,393 0.64 (1.04) 0.96 (0.97) 0.70 (0.96) * 0.47 (0.94) * 0.96 (1.04) 0.59 (1.07) 0.22 (1.05)
Obesity (≥2SD) a N (%) 72,305 6945 (9.6) 1106 (3.2) * 1582 (4.6) * 405 (1.2) * 1327 (3.5) 1973 (5.2) 552 (1.5)

Waist circumference (cm) 72,335 71.12 (8.48) 70.46 (8.62) * 70.12 (8.38) * 69.39 (7.70) * 72.74 (9.08) 72.18 (8.63) 71.47 (7.80)
Central obesity (>75th percentile for age and sex) a,b N (%) 72,335 8088 (11.2) 1329 (3.9) * 1859 (5.4) * 411 (1.2) * 1630 (4.3) 2241 (5.9) 618 (1.6)

Waist-to-height ratio 72,289 0.44 (0.05) 0.45 (0.05) 0.45 (0.05) 0.44 (0.05) 0.45 (0.05) 0.44 (0.05) 0.43 (0.05)
Obesity (≥0.50) a N (%) 72,289 10,897 (15.0) 1543 (4.5) * 3063 (8.9) * 1127 (3.3) * 1512 (4.0) 2747 (7.2) 905 (2.4)

BMI and waist circumference a N (%) 72,180 4971 (6.9) 801 (2.3) * 1068 (3.1) * 225 (0.7) * 1041 (2.7) 1451 (3.8) 385 (1.0)
BMI and waist-to-height ratio a N (%) 72,162 5528 (7.6) 848 (2.5) 1311 (3.8) * 345 (1.0) 993 (2.6) 1579 (4.2) 452 (1.2)
.

VO2peak (mL·kg−1
·min−1)–Léger et al. 72,505 42.49 (6.53) 40.72 (4.95) * 38.90 (4.67) * 36.60 (4.10) * 46.93 (5.89) 46.04 (6.06) 44.56 (5.91)

Data in mean and SD or frequency and percentage a; >75th percentile waist circumference definition established by De Ferranti et al. [22] b. BMI: body mass index; * p < 0.001 for
comparison between sexes.

Table 2. Association between
.

VO2peak (20-meter shuttle run test) according to equation of Léger et al. and fatness parameters by age and sex group.

Fatness Parameters

Sex Group

Girls Boys

13 Years Old 14 Years Old 15 Years Old 13 Years Old 14 Years Old 15 Years Old

BMI (kg/m2) −0.21 (−0.23 to −0.19) −0.22 (−0.23 to −0.21) −0.19 (−0.21 to −0.17) −0.31 (−0.33 to −0.29) −0.27 (−0.28 to −0.25) −0.22 (−0.24 to −0.20)
WC (cm) −0.18 (−0.20 to −0.16) −0.19 (−0.21 to −0.17) −0.19 (−0.22 to −0.17) −0.31 (−0.32 to −0.29) −0.25 (−0.27 to −0.24) −0.24 (−0.26 to −0.22)

WHtR −0.18 (−0.20 to −0.16) −0.20 (−0.21 to −0.18) −0.21 (−0.23 to −0.19) −0.34 (−0.36 to −0.32) −0.29 (−0.30 to −0.27) −0.26 (−0.28 to −0.24)

BMI: body mass index; WC: waist circumference; All p values are <0.001. Data in standardized regression coefficient with (95% confidence interval). Analysis was adjusted by country.
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Table 3 shows smoothed centile scores (the 3rd, 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, 90th, and 97th) and Cole’s
transformation (L for skewness), median (M), and coefficient of variation (S) values for percentiles for
the

.
VO2peak, across all age and sex groups. It can be observed that CRF performance in boys was

generally more homogeneous than in girls. In girls, the 50th percentile ranged from 36.05 to 40.06
mL·kg−1

·min−1. In boys, the 50th percentile of
.

VO2peak ranged from 44.66 to 47.08 mL·kg−1
·min−1.

In both boys and girls, there were higher levels of performance across all age groups, with most
apparent gains between the ages of 13 and 14 years. However, from all ages

.
VO2peak was significantly

lower in girls.

Table 3. Smooth centile scores and Cole’s transformation (L for skewness), median (M), and coefficient
of variation (S) values of

.
VO2peak (20-meter shuttle run test) according to equation of Léger et al. by

age and sex group.

N Mean SD L S 3rd 10th 25th 50th (M) 75th 90th 97th

Girls

13 years old 8025 40.72 4.94 −1.95 0.11 33.34 35.20 37.40 40.06 43.37 47.65 53.47
14 years old 18,414 38.89 4.66 −2.00 0.10 31.87 33.58 35.61 38.06 41.09 44.99 50.26
15 years old 8022 36.59 4.09 −2.05 0.10 30.37 31.95 33.81 36.05 38.82 42.36 47.11

Boys

13 years old 8088 46.92 5.89 0.98 0.12 35.15 39.12 43.10 47.08 51.07 55.06 59.06
14 years old 20,108 46.03 6.05 0.94 0.13 33.99 37.93 41.89 45.88 49.88 53.91 57.94
15 years old 9848 44.56 5.90 0.91 0.13 32.84 36.74 40.68 44.66 48.66 52.70 56.76

The associations between
.

VO2peak and anthropometric parameters in girls and boys aged 13 to
15 years old are presented in Figures 1 and 2. Across all age and sex groups, participants categorized in
healthy group had shown a significantly higher performance than their obese counterparts in

.
VO2peak.

Overall, the healthy group had also higher CRF levels than obese counterparts using combined fatness
parameters (i.e., BMI z-score + WC, and BMI z-score + WHtR), Figure 2.
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VO2peak) and combined anthropometric parameters (BMI
z-score + WC and BMI z-score + WHtR) by age and sex group. Values are mean and standard deviation.
* p < 0.001 for sex.

4. Discussion

The present study is the first and largest study to provide age- and sex percentiles for CRF on
south American adolescents aged 13–15 years old. The results of our study show that boys consistently
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outperformed girls in every age. In addition, the anthropometric parameters were inversely associated
with CRF in all ages in both sexes. Overall, the obese group (by combined anthropometric parameters)
had lower CRF levels than their non-obese counterparts.

Studies have shown CRF as a relevant marker of current and future health from
childhood [10,27], highlighting the need for meaningful and accurate CRF assessment in early
ages. However, since adolescence has been reported as period of life of chronological development
and several metabolic changes (i.e., maturity status, body size, and body composition) [28], the correct
interpretation of CRF assessment requires comparing data obtained in a particular person with
normative values of that specific (general) population in the same age and sex [13]. In this line of
thought, our study, provides contemporary reference data on sex- and age specific normative values
for CRF in Latin America adolescents aged 13–15 years old. These values have utility for health and
fitness screening, profiling, monitoring, and surveillance among Latin American Adolescents in this
age group.

Recently, a systematic review [13] was undertaken to identify studies explicitly reporting
descriptive 20mSRT data on children and youth since 1981. The final data set included 1,142,026
subjects from 50 countries, extracted from 177 studies. In our study we presented

.
VO2peak centiles by

age and sex, similar to those presented for Tomkinson et al [13]. For example, in the current study,
the 50th percentile values of CRF (

.
VO2peak, mL·kg−1

·min−1) for 13–15 years old adolescents, were 40.0,
38.0, 36.0 mL·kg−1

·min−1 for girls, and 47.0, 45.8, 44.6 mL·kg−1
·min−1 for boys, respectively, while in the

study of Tomkinson et al. [13] for girls were 40.4, 38.8, 37.2 and for boys 45.0, 44.6, 44.0 mL·kg−1
·min−1.

It is not clear why such differences exist, but factors such as local physical activity levels, screen time,
nutritional outcomes, body composition, stage maturation, or administration protocols (i.e., weather,
terrain, and motivation for maximal effort for the entire test duration), could partially explain these
differences. However, the influence of these factors remains speculative and should be investigated
further. In this line, our findings extend these previous analyses by specifically using a large data
sample of Latin America adolescents.

In the last decade, the CRF status of adolescents has been a concern [10,11]. A large part of this
concern is based on the increase of prevalence of metabolic risk factors [29] and the obesity epidemic
in children and adolescents [15,29]. Indeed, the CRF levels has declined over the last few decades,
which seems to be associated to the current problems of sedentary lifestyle, overweight, and obesity [11].
As suggested by previous research [16,30], our results showed consistent and inversely associations
across ages and sex groups between anthropometric parameters and CRF. Moreover, we also tested
the influence of anthropometric parameters on the CRF across age groups, with a focus on obese
and healthy groups and we found significant differences on

.
VO2peak, mL·kg−1

·min−1 between
groups. Overall, the healthy group had higher CRF levels than obese counterparts in both sexes
using combined anthropometrics. These findings are in agreement with previous literature [11,16,31],
where obese adolescents have been reported to have decreased physical activity and consequently
reduced CRF levels.

Since low CRF is associated with high cardiometabolic risk [9,10] and with tracking into
adulthood [10] as well as obese adolescents being around five times more likely to be obese in
adulthood than those who were not obese [32], our findings provide further support to implement
intervention programs to reduce/prevent obesity in youth and to promote physical activity/exercise
as a means to improve CRF levels. It is important to recognize that CRF in youth can be improved
on average by 8–9% in response to an appropriate 12-week training programme independent of sex,
age and maturation [33]. In addition, as 20mSRT performance is favourably associated with aspects
of physiological, physical, psychosocial and cognitive health, due to its low cost and flexibility, our
specific percentile values for

.
VO2peak, mL·kg−1

·min−1 can be used to assess the CRF status within a
country, region, community, and to help identify youth at risk of poor health. This form of monitoring
is valuable both for the design and targeting of health and interventions to increase CRF levels as well
as to reduce rates of obesity, particularly among Latin America youth populations.
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The main limitation in this study is related to its design. Unfortunately, there is no data on pubertal
stage, diet intake, physical activity, socio-economic background, habits, family medical records data,
or cardiovascular risk factors (i.e., blood pressure, blood-based biomarkers, body composition, etc.)
and this warrants further investigation in future studies. It should also be recognized that the studied
sample is not representative of the Chilean or Colombian adolescent population. The strengths of this
study included the potential utility of the sex- and age-specific normative values for

.
VO2peak that is

important for health and fitness screening, profiling, monitoring, and surveillance in Latin American
adolescents. In addition, the tests were conducted on a large sample of Latin American adolescents
aged 13–15 years old and collected with standardized protocols.

5. Conclusions

In summary, our study provides age- and sex-specific reference values for CRF (
.

VO2peak,
mL·kg−1

·min−1) on a large sample of Latin American adolescents from Chile and Colombia. As the
20mSRT is a simple, low cost method of estimation CRF its use is urged at a population level,
whilst using the CRF percentiles to allow stratification and effective identification of individuals in
need of physical activity and fitness promotion. Additionally, these data of adolescents aged 13–15
years complement the study published by Prieto-Benavides et al. [34] in the use of the Receiver
Operating Characteristic analysis cut points to predict body adiposity parameters in practice by general
practitioners, teachers, and coaches, may ensure that adolescents can be referred into intervention
services effectively using a CRF assessment in a school setting.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, R.R.-V. and J.E.C.-B.; Data curation, R.R.-V. and A.G.-H.; Formal
analysis, R.R.-V., A.G.-H. and C.A.-S.; Funding acquisition, J.E.C.-B.; Investigation, R.R.-V., J.E.C.-B., H.R.T.-R.
and M.I.; Methodology, R.R.-V., A.G.-H., A.M.A.-M., J.E.C.-B., H.R.T.-R. and M.I.; Project administration, R.R.-V.
and J.E.C.-B.; Resources, J.E.C.-B. and M.I.; Software, C.A.-S. and J.E.C.-B.; Supervision, R.R.-V. and J.E.C.-B.;
Validation, A.G.-H., A.M.A.-M., H.R.T.-R. and M.I.; Visualization, J.E.C.-B.; Writing – original draft, R.R.-V., C.A.-S.
and H.R.T.-R.; Writing – review and editing, R.R.-V., A.G.-H., A.M.A.-M., C.A.-S. and M.I.

Funding: This study (Colombia sample) is supported by Secretaria de Educación Distrital-SED (ID Convenio N
CDP 3381, Project N 893 “Pensar en Educación-Fuprecol project” date 2 October 2014). The Fuprecol project was
carried out with the financial support of Instituto Colombiano para el Desarrollo de la Ciencia y la Tecnología
“Francisco José de Caldas” COLCIENCIAS (Contract No. 671-2014 Code 122265743978). Mikel Izquierdo is funded
in part by a research grant PI17/01814 of the Ministerio de Economía, Industria y Competitividad de España
(ISCIII, FEDER). The funder had no role in the study design, data collection, data analysis and interpretation,
preparation of the manuscript, or decision to publish.

Acknowledgments: The authors are grateful to the Bogota District Education Secretary for the data used in this
study. The authors also thank the participating Bogota District students, teachers, schools, and staff.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Ross, R.; Blair, S.N.; Arena, R.; Church, T.S.; Després, J.-P.; Franklin, B.A.; Haskell, W.L.; Kaminsky, L.A.;
Levine, B.D.; Lavie, C.J.; et al. Importance of assessing cardiorespiratory fitness in clinical practice: A case
for fitness as a clinical vital sign: A scientific statement from the American Heart Association. Circulation
2016, 134, e653–e699. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

2. Lee, D.C.; Sui, X.; Church, T.S.; Lavie, C.J.; Jackson, A.S.; Blair, S.N. Changes in fitness and fatness
on the development of cardiovascular disease risk factors: Hypertension, metabolic syndrome and
hypercholesterolemia. J. Am. Coll. Cardiol. 2012, 59, 665–672. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

3. Kodama, S.; Saito, K.; Tanaka, S.; Maki, M.; Yachi, Y.; Asumi, M.; Suqawara, A.; Totsuka, K.; Shimano, H.;
Ohashi, Y.; et al. Cardiorespiratory fitness as a quantitative predictor of all-cause mortality and cardiovascular
events in healthy men and women: A meta-analysis. JAMA 2009, 301, 2024–2035. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

4. Katzmarzyk, P.T.; Church, T.S.; Janssen, I.; Ross, R.; Blair, S.N. Metabolic syndrome, obesity, and mortality:
Impact of cardiorespiratory fitness. Diabetes Care 2005, 28, 391–397. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1161/CIR.0000000000000461
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27881567
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2011.11.013
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22322083
http://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jama.2009.681
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19454641
http://dx.doi.org/10.2337/diacare.28.2.391
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15677798


Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health 2019, 16, 3889 10 of 11

5. Vancampfort, D.; Rosenbaum, S.; Schuch, F.; Ward, P.B.; Richards, J.; Mugisha, J.; Probst, M.; Stubbs, B.
Cardiorespiratory fitness in severe mental illness: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Sport Med. 2017,
47, 343–352. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

6. Lee, C.D.; Blair, S.N. Cardiorespiratory fitness and stroke mortality in men. Med. Sci. Sports Exerc. 2002, 34,
592–595.

7. Vainshelboim, B.; Müller, J.; Lima, R.M.; Nead, K.T.; Chester, C.; Chan, K.; Kokkinos, P.; Myers, J.
Cardiorespiratory fitness, physical activity and cancer mortality in men. Prev. Med. 2017, 100, 89–94.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

8. Agostinis-Sobrinho, C.; Ruiz, J.R.; Moreira, C.; Abreu, S.; Lopes, L.; Oliveira-Santos, J.; Mota, J.; Santo, R.
Cardiorespiratory Fitness and Blood Pressure: A Longitudinal Analysis. J. Pediatr. 2018, 192, 130–135.
[CrossRef]

9. Ramírez-Vélez, R.; Correa-Bautista, J.E.; Mota, J.; Garcia-Hermoso, A. Comparison of different maximal
oxygen uptake equations to discriminate the cardiometabolic risk in children and adolescents. J. Pediatr.
2018, 194, 152–157.e1. [CrossRef]

10. Mintjens, S.; Menting, M.D.; Daams, J.G.; van Poppel, M.N.M.; Roseboom, T.J.; Gemke, R.J.B.J.
Cardiorespiratory fitness in childhood and adolescence affects future cardiovascular risk factors: A systematic
review of longitudinal studies. Sports Med. 2018, 48, 2577–2605. [CrossRef]

11. Tomkinson, G.R.; Lang, J.J.; Tremblay, M.S. Temporal trends in the cardiorespiratory fitness of children and
adolescents representing 19 high-income and upper middle-income countries between 1981 and 2014. Br. J.
Sport Med. 2019, 53, 478–486. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

12. Lang, J.J.; Tremblay, M.S.; Ortega, F.B.; Ruiz, J.R.; Tomkinson, G.R. Review of criterion-referenced standards
for cardiorespiratory fitness: What percentage of 1 142 026 international children and youth are apparently
healthy? Br. J. Sport Med. 2019, 53, 953–958. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

13. Tomkinson, G.R.; Lang, J.J.; Tremblay, M.S.; Dale, M.; LeBlanc, A.G.; Belanger, K.; Orteqa, F.B.; Leger, L.
International normative 20 m shuttle run values from 1 142 026 children and youth representing 50 countries.
Br. J. Sports Med. 2017, 51, 1545–1554. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

14. Ruiz, J.R.; Cavero-Redondo, I.; Ortega, F.B.; Welk, G.J.; Andersen, L.B.; Martinez-Vizcaino, V. Cardiorespiratory
fitness cut points to avoid cardiovascular disease risk in children and adolescents; what level of fitness
should raise a red flag? A systematic review and meta-analysis. Br. J. Sports Med. 2016, 50, 1451–1458.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

15. Corvalán, C.; Garmendia, M.L.; Jones-Smith, J.; Lutter, C.K.; Miranda, J.J.; Pedraza, L.S.; Popkin, B.M.;
Ramirez-Zea, M.; Salvo, D.; Stein, A.D. Nutrition status of children in Latin America. Obes. Rev. 2017, 18,
7–18. [CrossRef]

16. Bovet, P.; Auguste, R.; Burdette, H. Strong inverse association between physical fitness and overweight in
adolescents: A large school-based survey. Int. J. Behav. Nutr. Phys. Act. 2007, 4, 24. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

17. García-Hermoso, A.; Correa-Bautista, J.E.; Olloquequi, J.; Ramírez-Vélez, R. Health-related physical fitness
and weight status in 13-to 15-year-old Latino adolescents. A pooled analysis. J. Pediatr. (Rio J.) 2019, 95,
435–442. [CrossRef]

18. Informe de resultados Educación Básica SIMCE 2010. Available online: http://archivos.agenciaeducacion.cl/
biblioteca_digital_historica/resultados/2010/result8b_edfisica_2010.pdf (accessed on 11 October 2019).

19. de Onis, M.; Onyango, A.W.; Borghi, E.; Siyam, A.; Nishida, C.; Siekmann, J. Development of a WHO growth
reference for school-aged children and adolescents. Bull. World Health Organ. 2007, 85, 660–667. [CrossRef]

20. Schwandt, P.; Haas, G.M. Is the ratio waist circumference to height (WHtR) of 0.5 a universal measure for
abdominal adiposity in children and adolescents? Int. J. Obes. 2016, 40, 1141. [CrossRef]

21. McCarthy, H.D.; Ashwell, M. A study of central fatness using waist-to-height ratios in UK children and
adolescents over two decades supports the simple message–‘keep your waist circumference to less than half
your height’. Int. J. Obes. 2006, 30, 988. [CrossRef]

22. de Ferranti, S.D.; Gauvreau, K.; Ludwig, D.S.; Neufeld, E.J.; Newburger, J.W.; Rifai, N. Prevalence of the
metabolic syndrome in American adolescents: Findings from the Third National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey. Circulation 2004, 110, 2494–2497. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

23. Committee on Fitness Measure and Health Outcomes in Youth; Food and Nutrition Board; Institute of
Medicine. Fitness Measures and Health Outcomes in Youth; Pate, P., Oria, M., Pillsbury, L., Eds.; National
Academies Press: Washington, DC, USA, 2012.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s40279-016-0574-1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27299747
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2017.04.014
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28412186
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jpeds.2017.09.055
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jpeds.2017.11.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s40279-018-0974-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2017-097982
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29084727
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2016-096955
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28254744
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2016-095987
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27208067
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2015-095903
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27670254
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/obr.12571
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1479-5868-4-24
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17550617
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jped.2018.04.002
http://archivos.agenciaeducacion.cl/biblioteca_digital_historica/resultados/2010/result8b_edfisica_2010.pdf
http://archivos.agenciaeducacion.cl/biblioteca_digital_historica/resultados/2010/result8b_edfisica_2010.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.07.043497
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ijo.2016.51
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/sj.ijo.0803226
http://dx.doi.org/10.1161/01.CIR.0000145117.40114.C7
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15477412


Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health 2019, 16, 3889 11 of 11

24. Leger, L.A.; Mercier, D.; Gadoury, C.; Lambert, J. The multistage 20 metre shuttle run test for aerobic fitness.
J. Sport. Sci. 1988, 6, 93–101. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

25. Ramírez-Vélez, R.; Rodrigues-Bezerra, D.; Correa-Bautista, J.E.; Izquierdo, M.; Lobelo, F. Reliability of
health-related physical fitness tests among Colombian children and adolescents: The Fuprecol study. PLoS
ONE 2015, 10, 1–12. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

26. Cole, T.J.; Freeman, J.V.; Preece, M.A. British 1990 growth reference centiles for weight, height, body mass
index and head circumference fitted by maximum penalized likelihood. Stat. Med. 1998, 17, 407–429.
[CrossRef]

27. Blair, S.N.; Kohl, H.W.; Paffenbarger, R.S.; Clark, D.G.; Cooper, K.H.; Gibbons, L.W. Physical fitness and
all-cause mortality. A prospective study of healthy men and women. JAMA 1989, 262, 2395–2401. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

28. Malina, R.M.; Katzmarzyk, P.T. Physical activity and fitness in an international growth standard for
preadolescent and adolescent children. Food Nutr. Bull. 2006, 27, S295–S313. [CrossRef]

29. Ekelund, U.; Anderssen, S.; Andersen, L.B.; Riddoch, C.J.; Sardinha, L.B.; Luan, J.; Froberg, K.; Brage, S.
Prevalence and correlates of the metabolic syndrome in a population-based sample of European youth. Am.
J. Clin. Nutr. 2008, 89, 90–96. [CrossRef]

30. Rauner, A.; Mess, F.; Woll, A. The relationship between physical activity, physical fitness and overweight in
adolescents: A systematic review of studies published in or after 2000. BMC Pediatr. 2013, 13, 19. [CrossRef]

31. Brouwer, S.I.; Stolk, R.P.; Liem, E.T.; Lemmink, K.A.P.M.; Corpeleijn, E. The role of fitness in the association
between fatness and cardiometabolic risk from childhood to adolescence. Pediatr. Diabetes 2013, 14, 57–65.
[CrossRef]

32. Simmonds, M.; Llewellyn, A.; Owen, C.G.; Woolacott, N. Predicting adult obesity from childhood obesity:
A systematic review and meta-analysis. Obes. Rev. 2016, 17, 95–107. [CrossRef]

33. Buchan, D.S.; Knox, G.; Jones, A.M.; Tomkinson, G.R.; Baker, J.S. Utility of international normative 20 m
shuttle run values for identifying youth at increased cardiometabolic risk. J. Sports. Sci. 2019, 37, 507–514.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

34. Prieto-Benavides, D.H.; García-Hermoso, A.; Izquierdo, M.; Alonso-Martínez, A.M.; Agostinis-Sobrinho, C.;
Correa-Bautista, J.E.; Ramírez-Vélez, R. Cardiorespiratory Fitness Cut-Points are Related to Body Adiposity
Parameters in Latin American Adolescents. Medicina 2019, 55, 508. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

© 2019 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02640418808729800
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3184250
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0140875
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26474474
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1097-0258(19980228)17:4&lt;407::AID-SIM742&gt;3.0.CO;2-L
http://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jama.1989.03430170057028
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/2795824
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/15648265060274S511
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/ajcn.2008.26649
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2431-13-19
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1399-5448.2012.00893.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/obr.12334
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02640414.2018.1511318
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30113241
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/medicina55090508
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31438456
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Design Study and Subjects 
	Procedures 
	Statistical Analyses 

	Results 
	Discussion 
	Conclusions 
	References

