








































































































3.3.3. Animations

In the field of animations of the video, the most important and the hardest to achieve
is the beginning. There is also a kind of animation in the end of the video, to make the
credits a little bit more interactive, but it’s much simpler. So | want to focus this part
on the start on the video, the title.

The main purpose of the title was to be shown as if it was being written as the video
was being reproduced. | had to get so much information about it, but all the options
had to be rejected. | needed specific and expensive software, so it was unavailable.
But finally, looking for more information and exploring different webs, | got the
possibility to do it in a less professional way, harder, but successful after all. So | did. |
used the option:

- Video effects = Generate = Write On

It is a kind of simulating writing. The purpose of the effect is to draw a path to show
the way in which the letters must be written while the video is being reproduce. It's a
hard and subtle work, because it’s necessary to work almost frame by frame to achieve
the perfect and most natural effect when the viewer is going to see it.

So basically this effect makes a kind of mask that shows the objects of an image as it
goes over it by the path you have already drawn. Therefore, one of the most difficult
tasks is to make that mask as big as possible to be sure that every part of the letter is
being shown, but as small as possible to not show parts of other letters beside the
letter that is being shown, because it would make the effect unreal and it would lose
credibility.

Another difficult part was to keep the same speed during all the effect, which was
quite hard if it is taken into account that every two or three frames it was necessary to
create a key frame with new movements. Anyway, any slight difference with the speed
throughout the appearance of the title could be fixed working on the speed at which
the video was reproduced later, after the effect is done.

In this image below, it can be seen all the key frames which were necessaries to
achieve the appropriate effect.
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After this was already done, it was required to do something else, visually attractive
for the viewer and making the video as interesting as possible before being played. So |
decided to work with several aspects that can be related to Japan, as it flag. It was
achieved varying the different parameters of the next effect:

- Video effects & Generate = Circle

The red color is related to the heart, so that why | generate that kind of heartbeats.
The purpose was to create the appropriate atmosphere to make the viewer think that
he or she just doesn’t have only to watch but also to feel it. This contributes to
increase the magic or the charm of the festival and of the video.

All of those visual effects were also modified by different changes in the position or the
scale of the images, and also adding more video effects such as:

- Video effects = Prospect = Basic 3D
- Video effects 2 Transform - Cut
- Video effects 2 Adjust = Light effects

| would like to pay special attention to the first of these three effects, the 3D effect. |
couldn’t get other software more than Adobe Premiere, so | had to solve everything |
needed or | wanted to achieve with this program. | also wanted to introduce some kind
of 3D animation, so | found this among the video effects. And although it is a little bit
simple and easy to implement, the final result is the one | was looking for.
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In this image we can see the transition that one part of the title has, making it to rotate
and to tilt as desired, until it finishes with a black fade to let the video start.

| have tried to synthesize the process of post-production with all its changes and
transformations as best as possible, writing only the most important information
necessary to make the video understandable. Perhaps sometimes there is more extra
information not necessary at all, and other times it should be interesting to add other
aspects of the work, but | think that more or less | did this report as a summary
containing everything | wanted to say.



4. Conclusions

One of the most difficult things in the process of doing this project has been how to
solve the problems | was finding while working in it. When someone tries to make a
video of these characteristics, it is expected to have many troubles during the process,
but finally, regardless of whether he has to spend more or less time, they are solved
after all. In my case, in so many occasions | didn’t have the skills to know what to do.
Since the beginning | knew this is not just an amateur video done for fun. This is a final
project of a Technical Engineer degree so the level of the video needs to be higher.
That’s why | tried to do my best every moment | was working on it.

Moreover, | also had some problems with the software and the file in which | had my
project. First of all, | started working with the program in Japanese, but it was a big
deal so | gave up and | looked for another possibility. So then | downloaded the trial
version in my computer, this time in English, but when it expired | had to download
another version of that software, and consequently, | couldn’t open the file in which |
was working. Therefore, | had to restart from the beginning. | guess this happened
because of my inexperience and | have already learnt what to do for the next time, so
from then on, | was saving the project after several changes were made.

Another difficulty was to film in some occasions without any kind of tripod, because it
was impossible depending on the desired plane that | wanted to achieve in each case,
the lack of time to have everything ready to film and the moments in which they were
walking. As | said before, | had to adapt myself to their schedule and the things they
were doing in each moment, so when they moved from one place to another, | had
some complications carrying all the materials and filming at the same time, and
sometimes | had to hurry up, because they couldn’t wait for me. Many people are
involved in that festival, so my work there was trying to put all of those traditions,
behaviors and sensations into images, and then insert a beautiful and characteristic
soundtrack, to get an atmosphere perfectly Japanese and as traditional ancestral as
possible.

In some occasions, | didn’t have the material | would have liked to have, maybe
because | couldn’t be able to film something in the correct way, and it couldn’t be
repeated. So, in these cases, | tried to choose the better shot, or the less bad, and
make the necessary transformations in the post-production stage. The same happens
with some planes which | couldn’t correct at all in terms of color, brightness or
luminance correction. There were few scenes especially difficult to fix without
changing the good parts of them, because some of them were filmed in very bad and
different conditions of light.

On the other hand, to be the only one working on a video is a little bit hard, because |
was in charge of everything related to it, both image and sound mainly, and it’s very
difficult to be good at one of those topics, so it's almost impossible to be at both.
Anyway, | believe | have the skills to do it properly, and | did it as good as possible if we
consider the means at its disposal, so | think | have done a good job in general terms.
Of course, it could be better, but | guess it's something inevitable if we think that this is



my first video of these characteristics. Nevertheless, this is a chance to improve it the
next time, and it encourages me to keep studying and getting more knowledge about
this kind of video processing, and to feel more confidence about my work, my skills
and my possibilities as a video editor, photography director, sound director, etc.

The quality of the final video is not as good as | desired, the image doesn’t have a high
resolution, and it sometimes gets even blurred. But this is something | couldn’t solve at
all. I guess the reason is the equipment | used, that it wasn’t too good so it’s impossible
to transform the quality of an image to a higher level than the one in which it was
filmed.

Also, another difficult part of the video was to create the animations, because | didn’t
have knowledge enough to try to achieve and develop every single idea in which |
could imagine. Therefore, | did something easier, but dynamical, attractive and
amusing for the viewer.

Finally, | would like to thank my tutor, professor Ankei, Mr. Saito and all the people
from the association of Miyano to conserve the ancient traditions of the city.
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